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Question 4-A 
 
On June 18, 1940, Britain stood at the edge of the shadow of Nazi occupation. France was negotiating the 
terms of an armistice with Germany, and many people believed that Britain was doomed to fall as well. Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill addressed the nation to prepare the British people for total war. In what many 
consider to be his greatest speech, Churchill said: “I expect that the Battle of Britain is about to begin. Upon 
this battle depends the survival of Christian civilization. Upon it depends our own British life and the long 
continuity of our institutions and our empire. The whole fury and might of the enemy must very soon be turned 
on us. Hitler knows that he will have to break us in this island or lose the war. If we can stand up to him, all of 
Europe may be free, and the life of the world may move forward into broad, sunlit uplands. But if we fail, then 
the whole world, including the United States, including all that we have known and cared for, will sink into the 
abyss of a new Dark Age made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, by the lights of perverted 
science. Let us, therefore, brace ourselves to our duties and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire and its 
Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, 'This was their finest hour.'” American journalist and 
former NBC news anchor, Tom Brokaw, later dubbed the generation who was hardened by the Great 
Depression and heroic during World War II as “The Greatest Generation”. Explain how humanity was brought 
to the brink of utter annhiliation during World War II, and how, collectively, “The Greatest Generation” was 
able to fight back, persevere, and re-establish security to govern the world for the foreseeable future. Do 
Churchill’s closing remarks of “This was their finest hour” capture the essence of what this generation was able 
to do to defeat evil and ensure the survival of the human species? 

 

Question 4-B 
 
American journalist Walter Lippmann first popularized the term “Cold War” in 1947. By using the term, 
Lippmann meant to suggest that relations between the U.S.S.R. and the United States, its World War II ally, had 
deteriorated to the point of war without the occurrence of actual head-to-head combat. For the next four 
decades, the rivalry between the U.S.S.R. and the U.S. hardened into a mutual and permanent obsession. The 
battle between communist and capitalist ideologies dominated the foreign policy agendas of both sides 
from 1945-1991 and led to the formation of massive military alliances and “spheres of influence”. Although 
centered originally in Europe, the antagonism of the Cold War eventually drew the U.S.S.R. and the U.S. into 
local conflicts in almost every quarter of the globe. Trace the roots of the Cold War, and explain its 
development from 1945-1953, making sure to discuss the impact that post-World War II partitioning, the 
Marshall Plan, the Truman Doctrine, and the Korean War all had on the growing global climate of distrust. 
 

Question 4-C 
 
In the post-World War II decade, the United States was the richest nation in the world. After a brief period of 
post-war adjustment, the economy boomed as consumers demanded goods and services. Businesses 
produced more to meet this demand, and increased production led to new jobs. Federal foreign aid 
programs, such as the Marshall Plan, provided overseas markets for U.S. businesses. Finally, the U.S. 
Government spent large amounts of money by providing loans, fighting the Cold War, and funding social 
programs. Government spending plus consumer demand led to an era of widespread prosperity, rising living 
standards, and social mobility. The need to contain (and later defeat) communism allowed for post-World 
War II America to enjoy a ballooning economy for the first time in 30 years. This harkened a return to the 
1920s-styled consumer society built on credit, a growing middle class that enjoyed suburban living, a “Baby 
Boom”, and a widening base of educated Americans. Just as mass-consumerism during the “Roaring 
Twenties” resulted in the Great Depression, suppressing social problems during the “Fabulous Fifties” sparked 
the Civil Rights Movement. Compare the similarities between the 1920s and the 1950s, focusing on how the 
post-war “self-centered” mentality resulted in more difficult and challenging decades down the road. 
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