
IT MATTERS BTCEUST
Through the late 1800s and early 1900s, imperialism, shifting
national boundaries, old alliances, and notionalist sentiments
omong European nations set the stage for World Wor l. Attacks

on U.S. ships ond American support for the Allies eventually
coused the lJnited States to enter the war.

World War I Begins
':r..:iirrri!, i:]!.rr:1 !: -'i Whotpoliticol circumstancesinEuropeledtoWorldWorl?

In 1914 tensions were building among European nations, stemming
from events that dated to the 1860s. In 1864, while Americans

fought the Civil War, the German kingdom of Prussia launched the

first of a series of wars to unite the various German states into one

nation. By 1871, Prussia had united Germany and established the

German Empire, which became one of the most powerful nations in
the world, transforming European politics.

Militarism and Alliances
In 1870, as part of its plan to unify Germany, Prussia forced France

to give up territory along the German border. As a result, France

and Germany became enemies. To protect itself, Germany signed

alliances with Italy and with the huge empire of Austria-Hungary,
which controlled much of southeastern Europe. This became

known as the Triple Alliance.
The new alliance alarmed Russian leaders, who feared that

Germany intended to expand eastward. In addition, Russia and

Austria-Hungary were competing for influence in southeastern
Europe. A common interest in opposing Germany and

Austria-Hungary led Russia and France to sign the Franco-Russian

Alliance in 1894. Under the alliance, the two nations promised to

come to each other's aid in a war against the Triple Alliance.

Such alliances fostered militarism-the strong buildup of
armed forces to intimidate and threaten other nations. Over time,
German militarism led Britain to become involved in the alliance
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. emphasis . erode

Content Vocabulary

. militarism

. nationalism

. propaganda

. contraband
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0rganizinc As you read, identi{y the

factors that contributed to World War I

by completing a graphic organizer

similar to the one below.
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system. Britain's policy was to try to prevent one nation from controlling
all of Europe. By the late 1800s, Germany had clearly become Europe's
strongest nation.

In 1898 Germany began building a large modern navy. The buildup
threatened the British, who rushed to build warships. By the early 1900s,
Britain and Germany were engaged in an arms race. The race convinced
Britain to build closer ties with France and Russia. The British refused to
sign a formal alliance, so the relationship became known as an entente
cordiale, or friendly understanding. Britain, France, and Russia became
known as the Triple Entente.

lmperialism and Nationalism
By the late 1800s, nationalism, or a feeling of intense pride in one's
homeland, had become a powerful idea in Europe. Nationalists place
primary emphasis on promoting their homeland's culture and interests. They
believe in the right of self-determination-the idea that those who share a

national identity should have their own country and government. In the
1800s, nationalism led to a crisis in the Balkan region of southeastern Europe.

In the 1700s and 1800s, imperialism-the ruling or controlling of other
peoples or nations through annexation, military conquest, or economic
domination-was how European powers built empires. For years the
Ottoman Empire and the Austro-Hungarian Empire had ruled the Balkans.
But as nationalism spread in the late 1800s and early 1900s, national groups
such as the South Slavs-Serbs, Bosnians, Croats, and Slovenes-began to
press for independence. The Serbs, who were the first to gain
independence, formed a nation called Serbia between the two empires.
Serbia believed that its mission was to unite the South Slavs.

Russia supported the Serbs, but Austria-Hungary worked to limit
Serbia's growth. In 1908 Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia, which had
belonged to the Ottoman Empire, outraging the Serbs. The annexation
demonstrated that Austria-Hungary had no intention of letting the Slavic
people in its empire become independent.

An Assassination Brings War
In ]une 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian
throne, visited the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo. As he and his wife rode
through the city, Bosnian revolutionary Gavrilo Princip rushed their car and
shot them dead. The assassination occurred with the knowledge of Serbian
officials who hoped to start a war that would damage Austria-Hungary.

Austria-Hungary decided the time had come to crush Serbia in order to
prevent Slavic nationalism from undermining its empire. Knowing an
attack on Serbia might trigger a war with Russia, the Austrians asked their
German allies for support. Austria-Hungary then issued an ultimatum to
the Serbian government. The Serbs counted on Russia to back
them up, and the Russians, in turn, counted on France.

On |uly 28, Austria-Hungary declared war on
Serbia. Russia immediately mobilized its army,
including troops stationed on the German
border. Within days Germany declared
war on Russia and France. World War I
had begun.

Germany immediately launched a

massive invasion of France, hoping to
knock the French out of the war, so it

militarism a policy of

aggressive military preparedness

nationalism loyalty and

devotion to a nation

emphasis a special

importance given to an object

or idea

The assassination of Archduke Franz

Ferdinand in lateJune 1914spuned

Austria-Hungary to declare war on

Serbia, beginning World War l.

> CRITICAT THINKING
ldentifying Centrolldeas How did

the conflict between the policy of

imperialism and the principle of

nationalism lead to war between

Austria-Hungary and 5erbia?

r
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could turn its attention east to Russia. But the German plan required

forces to advance through Belgium. The British government, which
had signed an earlier treaty with Belgium guaranteeing the country's

neutrality, declared war on Germany when German troops crossed

the Belgian frontier.
Those fighting for the Triple Entente were called the Allies. Italy

joined them in 1915 after being promised control of Austro-
Hungarian territory after the war. What remained of the Triple
Alliance-Germany and Austria-Hungary-joined with the

Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria to form the Central Powers.

Germany quickly conquered much of France, but Russia was a

fierce opponent to the east. When Russia invaded Germany, the

Germans were forced to move some troops eastward to thwart the

attack. The Western Front became a bloody stalemate along

hundreds of miles of trenches, with British and French forces on

one side and German forces on the other.

Z nenoruc pRocRess cxrcx

Evoluating How did the complex web of European alliances contribute

to the outbreak of World War l?

During World War l, both Britain and

Germany produced propaganda

posters. German propaganda was

mostly anti-Russian and did not

appeal to Amerirans, however, while

British propaganda did.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Anolyzing Primary Sources Whal

mesage does this poster want to

convince the viewer to believe?

propaganda the

spreading of ideas about an

institution or individual for the

purpose of influencing opinion

Thinl4nq Like a -
HTSTORIAN

Propaganda is a powerful
force to influence opinion.
In wartime, propaganda can

be used to convince people to
take sides or participate for a
particular cause or reason.

As a historian, how much do
you think the British
propaganda swayed the United
States to support the Allies in
World War I, or were other
reasons, such as business,

more of a deciding factor?
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The United States Declares War
G u r D r N G QU Esn o N W hot events motivlted the U nited States to ioin the war?

when the war began, President wilson immediately declared the United

States to be neutral. Despite his plea, many Americans took sides. American

public opinion generally favored the Allied cause, although many German

Americans and Irish Americans were hostile to Britain.

AmericansTake Sides
For more than two years, the United States officially remained neutral.

During this time a great debate began over whether the United states

should prepare for war. Some believed that preparing for war was the best

way to stay out of the conflict. Others, including )ane Addams, founded

organizations urging the president not to build up the military. Many

government officials, however, were decidedly pro-British, though

Secretary of State William fennings Bryan favored neutrality. In addition,

many American military leaders believed that an Allied victory was the

only way to preserve the international balance of power.

British officials worked diligently to win American support. One

method they used was propaganda, or information designed to influence

opinion. The British cut the transatlantic telegraph cable from Europe to the

United States so most war news would be based on British reports. The

American ambassador to Britain endorsed many of these reports, and

American public opinion swayed in favor of the Allies.

Companies in the United States also had strong ties to the Allies, and

many American banks invested heavily in an Allied victory. By 1917,

American loans to the Allies totaled over $2 billion. Although other banks,

particularly in the Midwest where pro-German feelings were strongest, lent

iome $27 million to Germany, the country's prosperity was intertwined
with the Allies. If the Allies won, the investments would be paid back; if
not, the money might never be repaid.



Moving Toward War
A series of events gradually eroded American neutrality and drew the
United States into the war. Shortly after the war began, the British
blockaded German ports. They forced neutral merchant ships sailing to
Europe to land at British ports to be inspected for contraband, or goods
prohibited from shipment to Germany and its allies. Although the U.S.
government protested Britain's decision, the German response angered
Americans even more. In February 1915, the Germans announced that they
would use submarines called U-boats to sink without warning any ship
they found in the waters around Britain. This decision went against an
international treaty signed by Germany that banned attacks on civilian
ships without warning.

On May 7, 1915, a U-boat sank the British passenger ship Lusitania,
killing over 1,000 passengers-including 128 Americans. The attack gave
credibility to British propaganda and changed American attitudes about the
war. Wilson tried to defuse the crisis by sending official protests to
Germany insisting that it stop endangering noncombatants. But in March
1916, a U-boat torpedoed a French passenger ship. Wilson threatened to
break off diplomatic relations with Germany, but then decided to issue one
last warning demanding that the German government abandon its methods
or risk war with the United States.

erode towearawayat
something until it disappears

contraband goodswhose

importation, exportation, or

possession is illegal

Should the United States Stay Neutral in World War l?

Despite President Wilson's pronouncement that Americans

should remain neutrol in thought as well as action, mony
were deeply divided about whether the United States

should remain neutralin World War l.Voices spoke out
loudly on both sides of the issues.

55 Germany is not moving against this

country. She has not been guilty ofany

aggression against us. She has taken the

lives ofa few ofour citizens, because they

got in the way when she was prosecuting a

war against another nation and fighting to

preserve her existence. lfthe German

Government should make aggresive

warfare against the United States you would 
John Works, Gvil War

not need any exhortation in the Senate of veteran and U.S. senator

the United States to arouse the patriotism of

the American people. You would not be holding open

your enlisting stations without getting any soldiers. !!

N0_
55 I have come to the conclusion that the

German Government is utterly hostile to all

nations with democratic institutions

because those who compose it see in

democracy a menace t0 absolutism and

the defeat of the German ambition for

world domination....

. , . Germany must not be permitted to win

this war and to break even, though to

prevent it this country is forced to take an

Robert Lansing,

5ecretary of State

active part. This ultimate necessity must be constantly in our

minds in all our controvenies with the belligerents. American

public opinion must be prepared for the time, which may come,

when we will have to cast aside our neutrality and become one

ofthe champions of democracy. t!

-from 
Wor Memoirs of Robert Lonsing, )uly 11,1915

Q Summorizing When does SenatorWorks believe war

against Germany would be justified?

@ ldentifying Centrol ldeos Based on these sources, on

what issue were most people divided in the neutrality debate?

-from 
the (onqressionolRecord, March 4, 1917
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The sinking ofthe lusfionl,a angered

many Americans and proved to be a

turning point in the wat,

> CRITICAT THINKING
Determining Couse and Effect Y,,lhat

were two long-term effects ofthe sinking

of the Lusitonio?

Reviewing Uocabulary
1. Exploining Explain how militarism contributed to the beginning

of World War L

2. Monitoring How did British propaganda influence American

public opinion?

Using Your Notes

3, Comporing and Contrasting Use your notes to write a short

essay comparing and contrasting the factors that caused European

nations and the United States to become involved in World War l.

Germany did not want to strengthen the Allies by drawing the
United States into the war. It promised with certain conditions to sink
no more merchant ships without warning. This pledge met the foreign
policy goals of both Germany and President Wilson by delaying the
entry of the United States into the war. President Wilson's efforts
played an important part in his reelection bid in 1916. His campaign
slogan, "He kept us out of war," helped the "peace" candidate win a

narrow victory.

The United States DeclaresWar
Events, however, soon brought the country to the brink of war. In

ianuary 1917, German official Arthur Zimmermann sent a telegram to
the German ambassador in Mexico promising Mexico the return of its
"lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona" if it allied with
Germany. British intelligence intercepted the Zimmermann telegram,

and it ran in American newspapers. Furious, many Americans
concluded that war with Germany was necessary.

Then, on February l, I9l7 , Germany resumed unrestricted
submarine warfare. German military leaders believed that they could starve

Britain into submission if U-boats began sinking all ships on sight. They did
not believe that the United States could raise an army and transport it to
Europe in time if it decided to enter the war. Between February 3 and

March 21, U-boats sank six American ships. Roused to action, President
Wilson asked Congress to declare war on Germany on April 2,l9l7

55lt is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war. . . . But the right is more precious than

peace, and we shall fight for the things which we have always canied nearest to our hearts-for
democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments, for

the rights and liberties ofsmall nations....!!

-quoted 
in the (0ngressionol Reord, 1917

Within days the Senate and the House had voted for the resolution, and

Wilson signed it. The United States was at war. Even so, 50 representatives

and 6 senators had voted against declaring war.

Z Rsnorruc pRocness cnecx

Summorizing How did Germany's use of unrestricted submarine warfare bring the

United States into World War l?

Answering the Guiding Questions
4. ldentifying Cause and Effecf What political circumstances in

Europe led to World War l?

S, summorizing What events motivated the United States to join

the war?

Writing Activity
6. ARGUMENT Suppose you are an American survivor of the

sinking of the Lusitonio.Wrile a letter to President Wilson about

what you think he should do.
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