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This piece discusses the ratification of the Declaration of Independence, a historical
document written by America's Founding Fathers in 1776 that declared America's
freedom from Great Britain. The text is written from the perspective of a fictional
Brit. As you read, mark what details the speaker gives about the Declaration of
Independence.

[1] I am not jealous. Not at all. America can
do what it likes. They are more than
welcome to start their own country.
They can turn their backs on Great
Britain, spit on the king, and leave
behind the very country that made
them. Mark my words. This “country”
called America will not work.

Even if they have written this very
popular ... Declaration of Independence.

Have you heard of the man who wrote
this document? ThomasJefferson1 is the
man that wrote the first draft of the "King George Ill of England” by Johann
Declaration of Independence. He's also Zoffany is in the public domain.

its youngest writer. Some people are so

spoiled. Great Britain has given that country everything. It shipped them across the
sea, paid for everything to be set up, and now all the king wants is to be paid
through taxes.

1. Thomas Jefferson is a Founding Father of America. He wrote and signed the
Declaration of Independence, signed the Constitution, and eventually became
the third President of the United States.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III_of_the_United_Kingdom#/media/File:King_George_III_of_England_by_Johann_Zoffany.jpg

[5]
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Yet this young man, Mr. Jefferson, says that they owe us nothing! Tell me, if one of
your employees started a business across the river that did not pay your business
any heed,? would you feel fine about it? Well, | would not! They say he will be the
leader of America some day. They call them presidents and they change them by
voting! Ha! No way will that last.

How can a country last with such poor ideas? | mean, have you heard the opening
of this piece of writing? The preamble is the opener to the Declaration of
Independence. “We hold these truths to be self evident”3 ... blah blah ... that we do
not want to be a part of your country from this time on. That first idea though, that
all men have the same rights? The words have never been written down ... and for
good reason!

Mr. Jefferson has some very funny ideas. The new American government will go by
Natural Law, which basically says that all men have equal rights!4 They all get a say
in how their country is run! No more king? How will the people know what to do?
Who will make sure that everyone has enough work? Yes, | know that our king can
get greedy sometimes, overtaxing us and using it for his own wealth ... but the idea
that a country can work without a king is laughable!

These Americans are behaving just like little children. King George IR gave them
everything and they want to give nothing back. Theirs is a country built on a
grievance, the belief that they've been wronged in some way. Is paying taxes to the
country that helped you get started wrong? Is honoring your king, who rules by
God's decree over our country, wrong? If that's the truth, then I'm wrong! | guess
there will never be a place for minds like mine in this country called Americal!

People in America believe that the Declaration of Independence is a great piece of
writing. They say this Thomas Jefferson has a way with words and he showed it by
writing something that called America a free country. The preamble tells all other

2. attention

3. obvious

4. However, Natural Law did not extend to slaves or native tribes, though African
Americans and Native Americans would, in time, be considered American
citizens. It would also take many years before women and white men who did
not own land to gain the right to vote in America.

5. King George lll ruled Great Britain and Ireland from 1760 to 1820.
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countries that they are their own government now and want us to accept it. It also
says that “all men are created equal,” which means they govern by Natural Law and
so should be able to make choices about their own country. What? Of course | have
not read the Declaration of Independence! It's nothing more than a grievance6
against King George Ill, who has been wronged. He is the one who paid for their
country in the first place! Yes, | am happy to stay here in England. The great
American test will not work. You will see.

"The Declaration of Independence" by BirdBrain History. Copyright © 2015, BirdBrain.
Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license

6. Grievance (noun)a cause for complaint or protest, especially unfair treatment


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in
complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following statements most accurately summarizes
this text?

A. A Brit explains that Americans have the chance to succeed
without a king, but that it is unlikely.

B.  ABrit explains that men are not created equal because the best
rulers are blessed by God's decree.

C. ABrit explains that the best societies are built on law and order,
not revolution and defiance.

D. ABrit explains that government by the people would be
unsuccessful and that countries needed kings to serve as rulers.

2. PART B: Which phrase from the text best support the answers to Part A?

A.  "Mark my words. This 'country' called America will not work."
(Paragraph 1)

B. "They all get a say in how their country is run! No more king? How
will the people know what to do?" (Paragraph 6)

C.  "Is honoring your king, who rules by God's decree over our
country, wrong? If that's the truth, then I'm wrong!" (Paragraph 7)

D.  "It's nothing more than a grievance against King George Ill, who

has been wronged." (Paragraph 8)

3. Which statement best explains how the speaker feels about Thomas
Jefferson?

A. Jefferson is ungrateful for all the help King George has given the
colonies.
B. Jeffersonis a bold man who will make a strong president.

C. Jefferson's belief that all men are created equal will lead to the
end of slavery.

D. Jefferson can list grievances well but cannot follow through with
constructive ideas that will help America.
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4.  How does the simile "these Americans are behaving just like little children"
in paragraph 7 contribute to the passage?

A. It makes the speaker feel superior to the Americans, which is
comforting since he is missing out on this new opportunity for
freedom.

B. It characterizes the Americans as immature and foolish, taking
away their credibility.

C. Itimplies that the Americans are throwing a tantrum and that the
best strategy is to ignore them.

D. It helps prove that Americans need wise rulers to tell them what
to do.

5. According to the speaker, why was having a king preferable to creating a
government led by the people?
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Discussion Questions

Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space
provided. Be prepared to share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Do you believe that natural law is unique to America today? Why or why
not?

2.  Satire works by portraying something in a ridiculous way in order to make
a point or to convince an audience this issue is wrong. In your opinion, is
the satire in this piece an effective way of making a persuasive argument?

3. How would you feel if you were loyal to King George Ill when the
Declaration of Independence was released and were living in Great
Britain? In America?

4.  In what ways is having a king better than having a democracy like the one
we have in America now? In what ways is having a king worse? Explain.
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