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KA-BOOM TO BUST

Ka-Boom to Bust starts in 1914 

with the world slugging it out in 

the trenches and mud of Europe. 

America’s success in World War I 

spawned enthusiastic spending 

that catapulted the nation to new 

highs before everything came 

crashing down in 1929. The 

economic rug had been pulled out 

from under the country’s feet, 

and, it seemed, the good times 

had forever come to an end.



Lesson 1
(AH 3.01)

TODAY’S UNIT & LESSON



“It was ‘The War To End All Wars’… a senseless 

slaughter that set the stage for the bloodiest 

century in human history. Yet, it was more than 

just a war between nations. It was a war between 

what was and what was to be. The ‘old world’ was 

dying, and the ‘new world’ had yet to be born. 

People of all classes and nations saw it as some 

great cleansing fire that would accelerate this 

battle and lead to a better world. But, when it 

was over, more than men had died in the mud of 

the battlefields. The naive dreams of progress, 

along with the innocence of the pre-war world, 

faith in God, and hope in the future all died in 

the trenches of Europe.” – Tony Novosel



The Great War was one of the 

most violent and destructive 

wars.

Of the 65 million soldiers who 

fought, more than 10 million

were KIA and more than 20 

million were WIA.

WORLD WAR I:

It lasted from 1914-1918.
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WORLD WAR I:

World War I was

Allies vs. Central Powers.

The Allies included:

1. United Kingdom (Britain/England)

2. France

3. Russia

4. Belgium

5. Serbia

6. Montenegro



WORLD WAR I:

The Central Powers included:

1. Germany

2. Austria-Hungary

More countries joined later:

1. Japan… Allies

2. Italy… Allies

3. United States… Allies

4. Ottoman Empire… Central

5. Bulgaria… Central





LOCATION:

Most of the fighting during WWI 

took place along 2 areas:

1. Western Front in Europe.

2. Eastern Front in Russia.

There was additional fighting in

the Atlantic Ocean

and in the skies.



The bolt-action magazine rifle

(6-10 aimed shots per minute) 

was the main gun.

The machine gun could fire 

200-250 shots per minute.

The flamethrower, the hand 

grenade, gas, huge cannons, 

and tanks were also used.

NEW WEAPONS:
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Flammenwerfer

(flamethrower)
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WAR AT SEA:

Germany introduced

submarines.

They were called

Unterseeboots (“undersea 

boats” or “U-boats”).

Both sides used blockades.











WAR IN THE SKY:

Airplanes were first used in 

large numbers during WWI.

Initially, airplanes were used for 

reconnaissance (gathering 

information) and for directing 

artillery fire.

Later, airplanes were equipped 

for combat.



WAR IN THE SKY:

At first, bombs were dropped 

by hand.

Later, heavier aircraft were 

developed, and bombsights

made them more accurate.

Combat between planes was 

called “dog fights”.



WAR IN THE SKY:

Led by Baron Manfred von 

Richthofen, better known as 

the “Red Baron”, the Germans 

ruled the skies.

FYI: The Red Baron was later 

shot down by a Canadian… or

an Australian. Both countries 

continue to debate this today! 



WAR IN THE SKY:

The Allies retook the advantage 

in the air by 1916.

The Germans did use other 

aircraft.

Their dirigible Zeppelin raided 

London 50 times.
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FAST 5: UNIT 3, LESSON 1 (AH 3.01)

1
1. What countries fought for 

the Allies at the start of WWI? 

What countries fought for the 

Central Powers at the start of 

WWI?



FAST 5: UNIT 3, LESSON 1 (AH 3.01)

2
2. In looking at the pictures 

from this lesson, why do you 

think WWI was so much more 

destructive than the wars that 

preceded it?



FAST 5: UNIT 3, LESSON 1 (AH 3.01)

3
3. What was the “flammenwerfer” 

and the “unterseeboot”?



FAST 5: UNIT 3, LESSON 1 (AH 3.01)

4
4. How did the use of planes 

evolve during WWI?



FAST 5: UNIT 3, LESSON 1 (AH 3.01)

5
5. What was the real name of 

the infamous “Red Baron”? What 

country shot him down?


