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TODAY’S UNIT & LESSON



“ROARING” TWENTIES:

World War I (1914-1918) made 

the U.S. a world power.

While Europe recovered from 

WWI, the U.S. prospered.

The U.S. economy grew and 

expanded.



“ROARING” TWENTIES:

The decade after the war was 

called the “Roaring” Twenties.

Why was it given this name?

Not all Americans enjoyed the 

rewards of prosperity.

Why might it be incorrect?

It was another Golden Turd.



“ROARING” TWENTIES:

Returning from a hellish war, 

many Americans wanted to 

enjoy life… the here and now.

This “greed” resulted in a 

decrease in the desire to 

continue the reforms of the 

Progressives, who were total 

“buzz-kills” on the fun 

Americans wanted to have.



PRODUCTIVITY:

By 1922, U.S. began a 

spectacular “growth spurt”.

Car production symbolized the 

new potential of industry.

At his Michigan plant,

Henry Ford oversaw the 

making of the popular black

Model T automobile.



PRODUCTIVITY:

Ford’s assembly line was a 

driving factor to this growth.



PRODUCTIVITY:



PRODUCTIVITY:



PRODUCTIVITY:

Assembly-line techniques cut 

production costs, which made 

cars less expensive and more 

available to average citizens.

The cost of a Model T dropped

from $500 in 1920 to $360 in 

1925 (in today’s money, that’s a 

drop from $6,900 to $5,700).



PRODUCTIVITY:

Government programs to build 

new roads and highways 

changed the country.

These roads made isolated

rural areas were reachable.

Suburbs were built, allowing for 

people to live out of the city

and drive to work.



PRODUCTIVITY:

Auto companies sold cars 

through networks of dealers.

Customers often bought on

credit and installment plans.

How did credit and installment 

plans lead to the Depression?

People spent money they didn’t 

have.



PRODUCTIVITY:

Cars were one growth sector.

Electricity reached 60% of 

homes.

There were new appliances like 

fridges, washing machines, and 

vacuum cleaners.

Advertising industry boomed.



PRODUCTIVITY:

As incomes rose, families 

spent larger portions of their 

incomes to buy durable goods.

Items that were once “luxuries” 

were now “necessities”.

Chain stores like A&P put local 

retailers out of business.



















PRODUCTIVITY:

The Progressives attacked

Big Business. However, in the 

1920s, Big Business won.

Despite this growth, workers 

did not reap the profit.

Wages rose… but not as fast as 

prices of consumer goods.





FAST 5: UNIT 3, LESSON 7 (AH 3.07)

1
1. Why did the location of 

World War I allow for the U.S. 

to prosper after the conflicted 

ended while Europe did not?
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2
2. Why might the “Roaring” 

Twenties not have been so 

“roaring”?
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3
3. What was the problem with 

consumers buying on credit and 

installment plans?
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4
4. How did the advertising 

industry of the 1920s turn 

items that were once “luxuries” 

into “necessities”?
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5
5. Pick one of the 1920s 

advertisements shown in this 

lesson and describe its 

inaccuracies and why it would 

be controversial today. 


