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TODAY’S UNIT & LESSON



World War I…

BACKGROUND TO WWII:

The Great War…

The War to End All Wars…

The War to Make the World 

Safe for Democracy…

…ended on the 11th hour of the 

11th day of the 11th month in 

1918.



The Treaty of Versailles

was approved by Britain, 

France, and Italy.

BACKGROUND TO WWII:

Russia and Germany were not 

invited to the peace talks.

The U.S. never approved TOV.

The U.S. signed the Treaty of 

Berlin with Germany in 1921.



BACKGROUND TO WWII:

The Treaty of Versailles

targeted Germany and forced 

them to:

1. Demilitarize themselves:

* no air force,

* a reduced navy,

* no submarines,

* no more than 100,000 soldiers 

in their army.



BACKGROUND TO WWII:

2. Return the disputed territory 

of Alsace-Lorraine to France.



BACKGROUND TO WWII:

3. Pay $33 billion ($600 billion 

in today’s money) to the Allies

in war reparations (despite 

having a National Debt of $100 

billion – or $1.8 trillion today).



BACKGROUND TO WWII:

4. Admit they “started” the

Great War (even though Russia 

technically did).

Is there any wonder this treaty 

causes WWII?



The political order of Europe 

crumbled after WWI.

BACKGROUND TO WWII:

The German, Austro-Hungarian, 

Russian, and Ottoman Empires 

were gone for good.

Adolf Hitler, a WWI vet,

did not forget…



In 1917, Bolsheviks led by 

Lenin and Trotsky overthrew 

Czar Nicholas II and formed the 

Soviet Union (or U.S.S.R.).

COMMUNIST U.S.S.R.:

Vladimir Lenin, who led the 

revolution, served: 1917-1924.

Joseph Stalin (means “Man of 

Steel”) served: 1924-1953.



Stalin began transforming the 

U.S.S.R. into industrial power.

COMMUNIST U.S.S.R.:

By 1933, made them 3rd largest 

in world (U.S. #1; Germany #2).

Stalin launched the Great 

Purge during 1930s by killing 

those that spoke out against 

him or the country.



Anywhere 8-13 million were 

killed during this purge.

10,000 Communist Party and 

Red Army leaders were also 

rounded up and killed.

Stalin was responsible for the 

death of 23 million people 

during his rule.

COMMUNIST U.S.S.R.:



By 1939, Stalin had established

a centralized totalitarian 

government that suppressed all 

opposition.

(But remember… he was 

technically a “good guy” since 

he was on the Allies’ side 

during WWII, soooooo…)

COMMUNIST U.S.S.R.:



As Stalin was purging, Benito 

Mussolini took control of Italy.

FASCIST ITALY:

In 1922, Mussolini and his 

black-shirt followers overthrew 

the king and implemented their 

fascist regime in Italy.

Mussolini was called Il Duce

(Italian for “the leader”).



In 1935, Italy attacked Ethiopia

(but took a year to control).

FASCIST ITALY:

The League of Nations tried to 

stop Italy by enacting boycott.

Italy ignored boycott and took 

Ethiopia; L.O.N. proved weak.

In 1936, Rome-Berlin Pact was 

signed, creating Axis Powers.





At the end of WWI, Adolf Hitler

was jobless and homeless.

NAZI GERMANY:

Hitler joined National Socialist 

German Workers’ Party

(or Nazi Party).

In 1923, Hitler and 600 Nazis

tried to overthrow government 

in the Beer Hall Putsch (revolt).



It failed… and he was jailed.

NAZI GERMANY:

While in jail, he dictated

Mein Kampf (“My Struggle”), 

which put forth Nazi beliefs.

After his release in 1924,

Hitler reorganized the Nazi 

Party (which had been 

outlawed when he was jailed).



He organized the Schutzstaffel

(“defense corps”), or SS, to 

protect him, control the Nazi 

Party, perform police tasks, and

run concentration camps.

NAZI GERMANY:

The Great Depression of 1929 

gave Hitler his big break.

He promised jobs and a return 

to national prosperity.



He said the right things… at the 

right time.

NAZI GERMANY:

Ironically, Hitler took power by 

democratic means.

In January 1933, Germany’s 

President Paul von Hindenburg 

appointed Hitler as Chancellor

(like a Prime Minister).



He did this because he had 

defeated Hitler in the 1932

election and saw the 

widespread support Hitler and 

the Nazi Party carried.

NAZI GERMANY:



NAZI GERMANY:



Two months later, Hitler took 

control of the Reichstag

(Parliament)… suspiciously

only a month after a major fire 

destroyed the Parliament 

building and resulted in a 

declaration that all political 

parties except the Nazi Party 

were illegal.

NAZI GERMANY:



Hitler claimed that the fire had 

been started by communists

who wanted to overthrow the 

German government… and that 

emergency powers should be 

given to him and his Nazis. It 

worked, and the public was 

whipped into a frenzy of 

support for Hitler.

NAZI GERMANY:



On March 25, 1933, the 

Reichstag voted Hitler 

dictatorial powers.

NAZI GERMANY:

After that, Hindenburg was only 

a figurehead in the Nazi 

Government. He died in 1934.

Hitler established the Third 

Reich, or 3rd Empire (which he 

said would last 1,000 years).



3rd Empire? When were the first 

other empires?

NAZI GERMANY:

1st Empire was: 768-843.

This was the Holy Roman 

Empire under Charlemagne.

2nd Empire was: 1871-1919. 

This was led by Otto von 

Bismarck.



Hitler believed that for 

Germany to thrive, it needed…

NAZI GERMANY:

…more living space.

Hitler’s goal: unite all

German-speaking people into

one great big German Empire.

That’s not good for Europe.



NAZI GERMANY:

In 1933, Hitler pulled Germany 

out of the League of Nations.

The L.O.N. did nothing…

In 1935, Hitler violated the 

Treaty of Versailles and began 

building up Germany’s Army.

The L.O.N. did nothing…



NAZI GERMANY:

In 1936, Hitler sent troops into

the Rhineland, which was the 

demilitarized zone in Western 

Germany that bordered 

France/Belgium.

The L.O.N. did nothing…

In 1936, Rome-Berlin Pact was 

signed, creating Axis Powers.



Shinto is a Japanese cult and 

religion. It means “the way of 

the gods”.

SHINTO JAPAN:

Shinto started in prehistoric 

times and played an important 

national position for long 

periods in the history of Japan, 

particularly in recent times.



Shinto was created in the 500s

as a “home grown” religion 

separate from Buddhism and

Confucianism, which had been 

introduced from China.

SHINTO JAPAN:

By the 800s, Shinto was 

overshadowed by Buddhism, 

and its priests were reduced to 

fortune-tellers and magicians.



From 1192-1867, Japan was 

ruled by military dictators 

called shoguns. The shoguns 

were overthrown in 1867, and 

the emperor was restored to 

the head of the government.

SHINTO JAPAN:

Shinto was revived by the 

emperors who used it to justify 

their divine right to the throne.



Followers of Shinto believed

that the Japanese were 

superior to others because of 

their descent from the gods… 

and that their emperor was 

destined to rule the world. (Just 

don’t tell Hitler… or Mussolini… 

or Stalin this.)

SHINTO JAPAN:



This helped garner popular 

support for the expansion of 

the Japanese Empire.

SHINTO JAPAN:

As an island nation, Japan had  

limited resources; to become a 

world power, more materials 

were needed.

None at home = time to expand!



In 1931, Japan invaded

China’s resource-rich region

of Manchuria.

SHINTO JAPAN:

Naturally, the League of 

Nations condemned the 

invasion… but did nothing.

Japan responded by 

withdrawing from the L.O.N.



In 1937, Japan invaded

China for resources and land.

SHINTO JAPAN:

The L.O.N. did nothing…

Beginning December 13, 1937

and continuing for 6 weeks, the 

Japanese Army engaged in

random murder, rape, looting, 

arson, and other war crimes.



Known as the “Rape of 

Nanking” or the “Nanking 

Massacre” (because it took 

place in the former capital city 

of Nanking – now called 

Nanjing), between 200,000 and 

300,000 Chinese people were

murdered while anywhere from 

20,000 to 80,000 Chinese 

women and girls were raped.

SHINTO JAPAN:



Competitions to be the first 

person to kill 100 people with a 

sword took place along 

Japanese officers.

SHINTO JAPAN:

The L.O.N. did nothing…



SHINTO JAPAN:

Hideki Tojo was Prime Minister 

from 1941-1944 (and acted like 

a dictator during WWII). Under 

his control, Japan was 

responsible for as many as 14 

million civilian and POW 

deaths, with 5 million attributed 

to Tojo directly.

Hirohito was Japan’s Emperor 

from 1926-1989.



In 1940, Japan joined the Axis.

SHINTO JAPAN:

Japan’s aggressive actions in

the Pacific culminated with an 

attack on Hawaii in 1941.

Tojo then received permission 

from Hitler to move Japanese 

troops into French Indochina

(Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos).



Still suffering from the Great 

Depression (1929-1942), the 

U.S. retreated back to its 

former policy of isolationism.

CAPITALIST U.S.A.:

WWI confirmed America’s fear 

of foreign conflicts and drove 

its refusal to join the League of 

Nations, which many felt would 

only drag the country into more 

foreign wars.







In 1935, and against President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s wishes, 

3 Neutrality Acts were passed 

by Congress.

CAPITALIST U.S.A.:

War = money maker.

Why was FDR upset?

While the world wasn’t at war, 

FDR knew Hitler was bad news.





First 2 acts outlawed selling or 

loaning weapons to nations at 

war (no matter who you were).

CAPITALIST U.S.A.:

3rd Act said “no” weapons to 

nations undergoing civil wars.

FDR wanted the U.S. and other 

“neutral” countries to make a 

stand right NOW.



U.S. public opinion did not

want another foreign war.

CAPITALIST U.S.A.:

As such, FDR had to wait for a 

reason to get America’s war-

factories up and running again.

FDR got that reason to go to 

war on December 7, 1941.



“Hartnell”

BOMB:

Time for Dr. Hartnell to drop 

some information that will 

challenge your beliefs, debunk 

old teachings, mess with your 

mind, and maybe… just 

maybe… make your head 

explode.



Topic:

Adolf Hitler was short,

part-Jewish, and had 1 testicle.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



TRUE!

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Up first… Hitler’s 

“Unterseeboot” region…

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Hitler was a soldier in the 

German Army during World 

War I. During the Battle of the 

Somme in 1916, he was 

wounded.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Johan Jambor, the medic that 

treated Hitler, later stated that 

he and his co-rescuers dubbed 

Hitler the “Screamer” because, 

as they were carrying him 

away, they came under French 

fire and had to temporarily 

abandon him.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



It was at that time that Hitler 

began to scream very loudly to 

come back and threatened 

them with a court martial if they 

left him behind.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Jambor said, “He was very 

noisy. He was injured in the 

groin and lost his left testicle. 

His first question was: ‘Will I be 

able to have children?’”

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Thankfully, he never did.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Hitler’s one nut became fodder 

for a popular British song sung 

during the war. Toby O’Brien 

wrote “Hitler Has Only Got One 

Ball” in 1939.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



“Hitler has only got one ball, 

Göring has two, but very small, 

Himmler is somewhat sim’lar,

But poor old Goebbels has no 

balls at all.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Hitler has only got one ball,

The other is on the kitchen wall, 

His mother, the dirty bugger, 

Chopped it off when he was small.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



She threw it into a conker tree

It missed, and went into the sea,

The fishes got out their dishes,

And had scallops and bollocks for 

tea.”

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Hitler has only got one ball, 

Göring has two, but very small, 

Himmler is somewhat sim’lar,

But poor old Goebbels has no 

balls at all.

Hitler has only got one ball,

The other is on the kitchen wall, 

His mother, the dirty bugger, 

Chopped it off when he was 

small.

“Hitler Has Only Got One Ball” by Toby O’Brien

She threw it into a conker tree

It missed, and went into the sea,

The fishes got out their dishes,

And had scallops and bollocks 

for tea.

Hitler has only got one ball, 

Göring has two, but very small, 

Himmler is somewhat sim’lar,

But poor old Goebbels has no 

balls at all.



Now what about Hitler’s 

possible Jewish ancestry?

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



A journalist managed to get 

hold of a napkin used by

Alexander Stuart-Houston, a 

grand-nephew of Hitler living in 

the U.S.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



DNA tests were done, proving 

that Hitler was certainly not a 

“pure” German.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



In fact, the tests showed that 

Hitler had Jewish and African 

ancestry.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



To re-cap, Hitler was part-

Jewish, part-African, and did 

not have blonde hair and blue 

eyes. There were even 

murmurings that he was gay. In 

short, Hitler was the

furthest thing from being a 

pure-blooded, full-blown Aryan.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:

Joseph Stalin

Dictator of Russia: 1924-1953

Height:

He was between 5’2” – 5’6”, but 

most agree he was 5’4”.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:



Nikita Khrushchev

Dictator of Russia: 1953-1964

Height:

He was 5’3” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



Francisco Franco

Dictator of Spain: 1939-1975

Height:

He was 5’4” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



Hideki Tojo

Dictator of Japan: 1941-1944

Height:

He was 5’4” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



Vladimir Lenin

Leader of Russia: 1917-1924

Height:

He was 5’5” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



Winston Churchill

U.K. Prime Minister: 1940-1945

Height:

He was 5’6” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



Benito Mussolini

Dictator of Italy: 1922-1943

Height:

He was 5’7” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



Adolf Hitler

Dictator of Germany: 1933-1945

Height:

He was 5’9” tall.

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:



U.S. President: 1933-1945

Height:

He was 6’2” tall (but was 

confined to a wheelchair).

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:

Franklin D. Roosevelt



U.S. President: TBD

Height:

He is 6’4” (taller when he had 

hair).

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:

Dr. Hartnell



Leader of France: 1940-1944

Height:

He was 6’5” tall (nicknamed 

“The Great Asparagus”).

“Hartnell”

BOMB:

HEIGHTS OF WORLD LEADERS:

Charles de Gaulle





FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (AH 4.02)

1
1. Explain how Communist 

U.S.S.R. came about. Who was 

its leader during WWII?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (AH 4.02)

2
2. Explain how Fascist Italy 

came about. Who was its leader 

during WWII?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (AH 4.02)

3
3. Explain how Nazi Germany 

came about. Who was its leader 

during WWII?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (AH 4.02)

4
4. Explain how Shinto Japan 

came about. Who were its 

leaders during WWII?



FAST 5: UNIT 4, LESSON 2 (AH 4.02)

5
5. Why did the U.S. retreat 

back to a policy of 

isolationism after WWI? Who was 

its leader when WWII started?


