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Unit #4:
King
America

—vy Lesson 18
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RED SON:

What if Superman, the most
iIconic American superhero,
was communist and fought
against the United States?
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In 2003, Mark Millar decided to
answer this question in his
comic book mini-series,
Superman: Red Son.
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has him landing in Smallville,
Kansas. He is raised by
Jonathan and Martha Kent
(hence his alter ego’s name
Clark Kent).
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The Kents nurture him and
teach him the values that he
holds true his entire life.
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But what if he didn’t land in
America?

What if his spaceship veered
off course?
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What if he landed in the
U.S.S.R. during the Cold War?
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It’s the ultimate superhero tale
of nature vs. nurture.

In Red Son, Superman’s
rocket ship lands on a
Ukrainian farm rather than in
Kansas.
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RED SON:

Instead of fighting for “Truth,
justice, and the American

| In Soviet radio broadcasts as
s N the “Champion of the common
=l worker who fights a never-
ending battle for Stalin
and socialism!”

F Way”, Superman is described
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LET OUR ENEMIES BEWARE:
. RED SON:
s !
| Instead of being named
Clark Kent like he was by his
American parents, communist |

Superman’s “secret identity” h
remains a state secret.

{ The story takes place from THERE IS ONLY ONE §
1953-2001 and begins when the SUPERPOWER NOW. §

Cold War weapon: Superman.
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RED SON: l LET OUR ENEMIES BEWARE:
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This causes massive panic in
the U.S., transforming the
nuclear arms race into a
“superbeing” race.

Ironically, Lex Luthor is called LT,EEE.':%%'EEYN%%E

upon by the U.S. Government
to destroy Superman.
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Bizzaro Superman, Batman,
Wonder Woman, and Green
Lantern are all in It, too.

THERE 1S ONLY ONE
SUPERPOWER NOW. |
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AND RECOGNIZED TO MY HORROR
™| THAT THE COLD WAR HAD JUST
DIPPED BELOW FREEZING POINT.

HEIR FIRST ACT WAS A PROMISE
TO CONTAIN THE COMMUNIST
THREAT BY INCREASING THER

R 7
HIS PROMISE WAS LATER

ENFORCED BY OFFICIAL
CONFIRMATION THAT THE
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"COPE NAME GREEN LIGHT
IS THE BEST HOPE WE'VE HAD
IN ALMOST HALF A CENTURY

OF KNOCKING THAT BIG LATEX

CIRCUS FREAK ON HIS
INPESTRUCTIBLE BACKSIDE."
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WE ORPINARY
PEOPLE MIGHT LACK YOUR
GREAT SPEEDP OR YOUR
X-RAY VISION., SUPERMAN
B8UT NEVER UNDERESTIMATE
THE POWER OF THE HLUMAN

WE CARRY THE MOST N\
PANGEROUS WEAPON
ON EARTH INSIDE THESE

THICK LITTLE SKULLS

OF CURS,







ACTUALLY. I CAN.
LANA I COULP TAKE
CA OF EVERYONE'S

YOU CAN'T TAK

] AR RE
OF EVERYONE'S

PROBLEMS
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WWII put the U.S. on the map.

o e

An entire generation labeled
the “Baby Boomers” (people
born between 1946 1964) had
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As a result of its new-found
“status” in the world, the U.S.
experienced a national high in
the 1950s that was similar to
the one it enjoyed in the 1920s

following WWI.
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2. Both had Red Scares.
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: 3. Both were conservative |
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5. Both were dominated by
teenagers (flapper & greaser).
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6. Both saw booms... of the
baby and economic variety.

7. Both saw revolutions in
music (Jazz & Rock ‘n’ Roll).
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|s. People moved to the suburbs
and drove inexpensive cars
fueled by cheap gas.
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9. Both ignored major social
Issues of their day (Civil &
Women'’s rights).

10. Both resulted in big
| decades that came after (Great
Depression & Civil Rights
Movement).
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“FABULOUS” FIFTIES:
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THE BIG "FEATURE CAR' OF THE YEAR
with New Power Brakes!
Power Stesring,”
and Power Styling, too !
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“FABULOUS” FIFTIES
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“FABULOUS” FIFTIES
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“FABULOUS” FIFTIES:

WALT DISNEY'S q,’ MOUSCKECTEERS
]
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“FABULOUS” FIFTIES:
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The 1950s are noted in U.S.
history as a time of
compliance, conformity... o B
rebellion. - S N

parent families (with father at
work and mother at home) and

shows like Leave it to Beaver.
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WORLD OF “PLENTY?”:

Social undercurrents
subverting this view were
found In beat poetry, rock ‘n’
roll music, and in movies like
Rebel Without a Cause starring
iIcon James Dean.
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L=~ J| James Dean, Elvis Presley, and
ted | Marilyn Monroe are universally
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WORLD OF “PLENTY?”:
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New highways, inexpensive
cars, and cheap gas made
living in the suburbs and

commuting to work possible.

On average, cars in the 1950s
| cost $2,000 (this would be
$20,800 in today’s money) Gas
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WORLD OF “PLENTY”

Fast-food (like McDonald’s)
fueled this “go-go-go”
mentality.

New fashions, slang words,
music, and cars prompted
many to dub it the “Fabulous”
Fifties.
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| “Antsville” > Congested place F |
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“Knuckle sandwich” = Punch {

“Ain’t that a bite” = Too bad
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. “Flip your lid” = Go crazy

“Made in the shade” »
Guaranteed to be a success.
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As seen durlng the 1920s,
advertising during the 1950s
(often in cringe-worthy and
tone-deaf detail) helped
convince cosumers that they
“needed” just about
everythlng




! Advertising from the 1950s (cringe warning)
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BIII'MD}' ."dishpan hands’ make
you look older than a wrinkle does!!

“Middic-aged hands” often make IVORY SOAP was. Give your hands
people add three to five years to  a gentle Ivory bath every time you Keep your Hands Young e

your age . . . yet it's easy to guard  wash dishes—you'll be surprised . -
against those criss-cross wrinkles on  how nice your hands stay, Another . . . wash Dishes with

e ity | INVORY SOAP
dishpan. Don't use ordinary wash-  chips and powders! So make Ivory e . . . ot 400,

day soaps for dishes—they weren't  your dishwashing soap today. Ask “) . ®
made to protect sensitive skin. But 99/ % Pure
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If your husband ever .finds out

you're not “store-testing” for f)'(..’.s‘/l(fl‘ coffee . . .
J ~

« o Af he discovers you're

/ e

-

still taking chances

on gelling flat, stale coffee
.« . woe be unto you!

For today
there’s a sure
and certam wvy
lo lest for freshuess

before you bu 'y

&, PRESLURE PACKID ";
Chaset
Sanborn
b COFFEE




The Chef
does everything
but cook

- that's what
wives are for!

I'm & giving my wife a
P enwood (hef
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for a better start in life .
start coLA earlier!
& o N

Look this ad over carefully. Cirele the
items you want for Christmas. Show it
to your husbhand. If he does not go
to the store immediately. ery a little.
Not a lot. Just a little. He'll go. he'll go.

CINCLE ALL THE QUALITY DORMEYER AFPLIANCES YOU WANTY
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TOMANS TOALPIRY COMIE AR

!

-q‘a 3 ;: a ) .l - | ’
' Pt J)l‘ ! 3 | How soon Is too soon?
| ~wt - * u e § / Y“‘ J\r Tia Not soon enough. Laboratory tests over the last few years
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have proven that babics who start drinking soda during that
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3 carly formative period have a much higher chance of gaining

..ll\'l"i acceptance and “fitting in" during those awkward pre-toen
- and teen years. So, do yourself a favor. Do your child a favor
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Look this ad over carefully¥aPick out what yon. S Mo 0 & kol el o7 sl dud oilior separy

wife wants, Go buy it. Before she starts (o ery. carbanated beverages right now, for a lifetime of gaurantced
ness
Js ot X
LJOI meyer The Soda Pop Board of America

1515 W. Hart Ave. - Chicago |, ILL
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Before you scold me, Mom ...
maybe you'd better light up a

"~

" Gee,Mommy
ybu sure enjoy your

DU PONT
I (Cellophane
QUPOND

SLTTER THINGS FOR BETTER UIVING .., TRROUGH CHEMISTRY
Lovk ot * Cavalinde of America™ om Trlocimen
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Fee young or old, condy pro-
vider quick emergy. Buy 1ome
soxt lime yow shop. CANDY
B 15 DEUCIOUS ENERGY FOOO —
ENJOY SOME EVERY DAY

7 §|  Kids need the energy ca
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Viceroys
FILTER ¥ _ |
the Smoke!

As vour Dentist,
I wouvlgarecommend
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WORLD OF “PLENTY?”:

W W AT . o e ssts WOWA WEERRL. B s

But, as was the case with the
“Roaring” Twenties, prosperity
failled to reach everyone.

As a result, the 1960s brought
massive (and long overdue)
changes to the American social
and political scene.
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FAST 5. UNIT 4, LESSON 18 (AH 4.18)

MRS . R W meow W AT W s WO WL L L= . '

e QUESTION

1. In your opinion, and using
your prior knowledge of
Superman and what you read
about Red Son (the communist
Superman) , who would win in a
fight? Superman? Red Son? Why?

“
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FAST 5. UNIT 4, LESSON 18 (AH 4.18)

MR . THED W meow W LT T . s WLOW WL L L E . ‘

/ I
e‘ QUESTION

2. List the 10 ways the decades
of the “Roaring Twenties” and
“Fabulous Fifties” were
similar.
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FAST 5. UNIT 4, LESSON 18 (AH 4.18)

MRS . R W meow W AT W s WO WL L L= . '

/
| § QUESTION

S 3. Look at Slides #27-46.
Describe what you see
concerning:

'4 a. What did cars look 1like?

b. What did teenagers wear?

c. What shows did people watch?
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FAST 5. UNIT 4, LESSON 18 (AH 4.18)

MRS . R W meow W AT W s WO WL L L= . '

e QUESTION

4. What was the domestic scene
like during the 1950s? What
social undercurrents
“subverted” the compliance and
conformity characteristic of

the decade?
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FAST 5: UNIT 4 LESSON 18 (AH 4.18)

MRS . R W meow W LT T . e s WLONW WEERNLL L L= . '

e I QUESTION

5. Look at the advertisements
shown on Slides #56-65. Why
would these ads land their
respective companies 1n big

| trouble today? Which ad do you

find to be the most offensive
and why?
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