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1789
In NYC, George Washington is 

inaugurated as the 1st U.S. 

President. He remains the only 

President to win 100% of the 

Electoral vote… twice. 
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Q: What President almost 

won 100%?

HINT:

To preserve GW’s 

record, 1 Elector 

intentionally voted 

for J.Q. Adams in 

Election of 1820…



1803
Negotiations conclude over the 

Louisiana Purchase. The U.S. 

pays $15 million at $0.03 an acre 

($400M; $4.00/acre today) and 

gets the land in December. 
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Q: What country does the 

U.S. pay?

HINT:

Lewis and Clark 

were sent to

explore it…



1812

This state enters the Union as 

the 18th state. Its capital is Baton 

Rouge, but its most popular city 

is New Orleans. 
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Q: What state?

HINT:

They are home to the 

NBA’s Pelicans, the 

NFL’s Saints, and 

Mardi Gras…



1888

In a freak occurrence, 246 

people are killed in Moradabad, 

India. 
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Q: What killed them?

HINT:

It came from the sky 

and got to be as 

large as an orange…



1889
The first Federal holiday in the 

U.S. is celebrated as citizens 

observe the 100th anniversary of 

George Washington’s 

inauguration as 1st President.

© 2000 DR. HARTNELL

Q: Name 3 Federal 

holidays.

HINT:

Think: if the banks 

and courts are 

closed, then it’s a 

Federal holiday…



1945
Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun take 

cyanide capsules after they 

poison Hitler’s dogs. Hitler then 

shoots himself in the head. Their 

bodies are found and cremated. 
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Q: What country found 

Hitler and Braun?

HINT:

The U.S. raced with 

them to get to Berlin 

first…



1955
At the University of Iowa, male 

students begin conducting these 

“raids”, starting a tradition that 

lasts into the ‘70s… proving 

there’s nothing to do in Iowa.
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Q: What tradition?

HINT:

If you think about it, 

it’s actually

pretty gross…



1975
The capital of South Vietnam 

falls to North Vietnam’s 

Communist forces, marking an 

unofficial end to the

Vietnam War.
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Q: What capital?

HINT:

There is a play that 

has South Vietnam’s 

capital’s name in it…



1976
This Australian hard rock band’s 

first album, High Voltage, is 

released. The bands lead singer, 

“Bon” Scott, died in 1980 and 

was replaced by Brian Johnson.
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Q: What hard rock band?

HINT:

“Thunderstruck”, 

“TNT”, “Back in 

Black”, and 

“Highway to Hell” 

are some of their 

biggest hits…



1997
In a powerful episode of ABC’s 

comedy Ellen, TV character Ellen 

Morgan announces she is gay. 

As a result, ABC cancels the 

show. 
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Q: Who played Ellen Morgan 

on the show?

HINT:

She used the show 

to “come out” in real 

life; she later hosted 

a daytime talk 

show…



Today is…
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Just in case you needed an extra reason to celebrate!

National Hairstylist 

Appreciation Day



Birthdays
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Happy Birthday to you!

Is it your birthday?

If so, see Dr. Hartnell for 

your official Birthday Pencil!


