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Academic Uocabulary

. revise . undeYestimate

. purchase

Content Uorabulary

. internationalism

. strategic materials

TAKING NOIES:

Key ldeos ond Details

0rganizing As you read about U.S.

efforts to stay neutral, complete a

graphic organizer similar to the one

below by identifrTing events that shifted

American involvement in the war.
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IT MATTERS BTcRUSE
Although Americans wonted to avoid fighting in another
foreign wor, they sent aid when their allies were
threotened. The attack on Pearl Harbor convinced the
United States to declare war.

American Neutrality
GUTDING euEsnoNs Why did many Americons support isolationism? Why did Preident

Roosev elt s u p p ort i nte r n ot i o n al i sm ?

The rise of dictatorships and militarism in Europe discouraged
many Americans. The sacrifices they had made during World War I
seemed pointless. In addition, during the Depression, most
European nations announced they would no longer repay their war
debts to the United States. In response, many Americans once again
began supporting isolationism and trying to avoid involvement
in internationai conflicts.

The Nye Committee
Meanwhile, accusations emerged that arms manufacturers had
tricked the United States into entering World War I. In 1934 Senator

Gerald P. Nye held hearings to investigate these allegations. The
Nye Committee report documented the huge profits that arms

factories had made during the war and created the impression that
these businesses influenced the decision to go to war. Even more
Americans turned toward isolationism.

Legislating Neutrality
In response to growing Italian and German aggression in Europe,
Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 1935. This legislation-
reflecting a response to the Nye report-made it illegal for
Americans to sell arms to any country at war. Then, in 1936,

a rebellion erupted in Spain that soon became a civil war. Congress

responded by passing a second neutrality act, banning the sale of
arms to either side in a civil war.
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internationalism
a national policy of actively trading

with foreign countries to foster

peace and prosperity

POLITICAT CARTOONS

By 1940, many Americans joined

Roosevelt in wanting to help Britain

and France in their struggle against

Hitler. lsolationists, however, still

wished to keep the country from

directly entering the conflict.

This political cartoon shows Uncle Sam

extending a helping hand to Britain

but refusing to sell arms to Britain

and Flance.

Making lnferencei According to

the cartoon, why should the United

States refuse to sell arms overseas?

A n olyzi ng Pri n ory Sou rcu
What does this cartoon try to

persuade the viewer to believe?

Soon after the Spanish Civil War began, Hitler and Mussolini pledged
to cooperate on several international issues, and lapan aligned itself with
Germany and Italy. Together, the three nations became known as the Axis
Powers. As European tensions worsened, Congress passed the Neutrality
Act of 1937, continuing the ban on selling arms to warring nations and also

requiring them to buy all nonmilitary supplies from the United $tates on a

"cash-and-carry" basis. Countries had to send their own ships to pick up '

goods and had to pay in cash. Loans were not allowed. Isolationists knew
that attacks on American ships had helped bring the country into World
War I. They wanted to prevent such attacks that could bring the nation into
another European war.

Roosevelt's I nternatio na I ism
Despite the government's stand on neutrality, President Roosevelt
supported internationalism, the idea that trade between nations creates

prosperity and helps prevent war. He warned that the neutrality acts
"might drag us into war instead of keeping us out," but he did not veto the
bills. When |apan invaded China in July 1937 without declaring war,
Roosevelt claimed the Neutrality Act of 1937 did not apply. He authorized
the sale of weapons to China, warning that the nation should not let an
"epidemic of lawlessness" infect the world:

@
65 lhere is no escape through mere isolation or neutrality. . . . When an epidemic of physical disease

starts to spread, the community . . . joins in a quarantine ofthe patients in order to protect the health of

the community against the spread of the disease. . . . War is a contagion, whether it be declared or

u ndecla red' !! 
-fromThe 

pubtk popers ond Addresses of fronkrin D. Rooseverr

Z Renorruc pRocness cxecx

Exploining What steps did the supporters of United States isolationism take to
ensure that the country remained neutral in an international conflict?
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Neutrality Tested
curDrNGeuEsroN HowdidPresidentRooseveltassistBritainwhilemointainingU.S.neutrnlity?

Roosevelt wanted to help Britain and France in their struggle and asked

Congress to revise the neutrality laws to allow the sale of weapons to
warring nations. Congress passed the Neutrality Act of 1939 permitting the
sale of weapons, but only on a "cash-and-carry" basis.

In the spring of 1940, the United States faced the first test of its
neutrality. Britain asked Roosevelt for old American destroyers to replenish
its fleet, and the president used a loophole in the cash-only requirement for
purchases. He sent 50 ships to Britain in exchange for America's use of
British bases in the Atlantic. Because the deal did not involve an actual sale,

the Neutrality Act did not apply.
Widespread acceptance of the Destroyers-for-Bases deal indicated a

change in public opinion. By July 1940, most Amerlcans favored offering
limited aid to the Allies, but debate continued over the scope of that aid.
The Fight for Freedom Committee wanted the repeal of neutrality laws and

stronger actions against Germany. On the other side, the America First
Committee opposed any intervention to help the Allies.

After winning reelection in i940, Roosevelt expanded the nation's role
in the war. Speaking to Congress, he listed the Four Freedoms for which
both the United States and Britain stood: freedom of speech, freedom of
worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear.

Thelend-LeaseAct a

By December 1940, Great Britain had run out of funds to fight the war.

Roosevelt proposed the Lend-Lease Act, which allowed the United States to
lend or lease arms to any country considered "vital to the defense of the
United States." Britain could receive weapons, then return them or pay rent
for them after the war. Congress passed the Lend-Lease Act by a wide
margin. Lend-lease aid eventually went to the Soviet Union as well, when
in fune 1941, Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. Roosevelt followed Britain's
lead in supporting any state fighting the Nazis.

A Hemispheric Defense Zone
The problem of getting American arms and supplies to Britain remained.
German submarines in the Atlantic sank hundreds of thousands of tons of
cargo each month. The British Navy lacked the ships to stop them.

Because t[e United States was still officially neutral, Roosevelt could
not order the navy to protect British cargo ships. Instead, he developed the
idea of a hemispheric defense zone, declaring that the entire western half of
the Atlantic was part of the Western Hemisphere and therefore neutral. He

then ordered the U.S. Navy to patrol the western Atlantic and reveal the
location of German submarines to the British.

The Atlantic Charter
In August 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill met and developed the Atlantic
Charter, which committed both nations to a postwar world of democracy,

nonaggression, free trade, economic advancement, and freedom of the seas.

Churchill later said that FDR "made it clear that he would look for an

'incident'which would justify him in opening hostilities" with Germany.

In early September, a German submarine, or U-boat, fired on an American

destroyer that had been radioing the U-boat's position to the British. Roosevelt

promptly responded by ordering American ships to follow a "shoot-on-sight"

policy toward German submarines. The Germans escalated hostilities the

Winston fturchill
(1874-1965)

British leader Winston (hurchill

first won election to Parliament in

1900, rising to become head ofthe
British Navy in 191 1. ln the years

leading up to World War ll, he

spoke out repeatedly against

Hitler's aggression and after

becoming prime minister

committed the nation to intense

efforts to defeat Germany.

Churchill became known for his

public speaking skills and for his

tenacious patriotism during ther

war. His Conservative Party lost

power after the war, but Churchill

again served as Blitain's prime

minister from 1951 until his

retirement in 1955.

tr*''-"

> CRITICAT THINK!NG
' Drowing Conclusions Why might
, Roosevelt have particularly wanted

to help Churchill?

revise to make changes to an

originalwork

purchase something

obtained especially for a price in

money or its equivalent
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Despite Roosevelt's support for the

British and French, many Americans

believed that fighting another war

overseas was against the nationt

interests.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Predicting Consequen(es How

would you expect isolationists'

feelings to change ifthe United States

suffered a direct attack?

strategic materials
items needed for fighting a war

following month, targeting two American destroyers. One of them, the

Reuben lames, sank after being torpedoed, killing over 100 sailors. As the end
of L94L drew near, Germany and the United States continued a tense standoff.

Z Rsnorruc PRoGRESS cHEcK

Summorizing What indications were there that public opinion was shifting away

from American isolationism?

Japan.Attacks Pearl Harbor
curDrNGeuEsnoN HowdidtheUnitedStatestrytoslowtopan\advancesinthePacific?

Despite the growing tensions in Europe, it was the |apanese attack on Pearl

Harbor that finally brought the United States into World War II.Jronically,
Roosevelt's efforts to help Britain fight Germany resulted in |apan's
decision to attack the United States.

America Embargoes Japan
As German submarines sank British ships in the Atlantic, the British began

moving warships from Southeast Asia,leaving India and other colonial
possessions vulnerable to |apanese attack. To hinder |apanese aggression,

Roosevelt began applying economic pressure. |apan depended on the United
States for many key materials, including scrap iron, steel, and especially oil. In

|uly 1940, Congress gave the president the power to restrict the sale of
strategic materials-items important for fighting a war. Roosevelt then
blocked the sale ofairplane fuel and scrap iron to |apan. Furious, the iapanese

signed an alliance with Germany and Italy, becoming a member of the Axis.

In 1941 Roosevelt began sending lend-lease aid to China, hoping to
enable the Chinese to tie down the |apanese and prevent them from
attacking elsewhere. The strategy failed. By fuly lg4l,lapan had sent

military forces into southern Indochina, directly threatening the British
Empire. In response, Roosevelt froze all |apanese assets in the United
States, reduced the oil shipments to fapan, and sent General Douglas
MacArthur to the Philippines to build up American defenses there.

With its war against China in jeopardy because of a lack of resources, the

|apanese military planned to attack the resource-rich British and Dutch colonies

in Southeast Asia. They also decided to seize the Philippines and to attack the

American fleet at Pearl Harbor. Negotiations with the Americans continued,
but neither side would back down. In late November 1941, six ]apanese aircraft

carriers, two battleships, and several other warships set out for Hawaii.
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Surprise Attack
The Japanese government appeared to be continuing negotiations with the

United States in good faith. American intelligence, however, had decoded

|apanese messages that made it clear that fapan was preparing to go to war
against the United States. On November 27, American commanders at the
Pearl Harbor naval base received a war warning from Washington D.C., but
it did not mention Hawaii as a possible target. Because of its great distance
from lapan, officials doubted that fapan would attack Hawaii.

The U.S. military's inability to interpret the information that they were
receiving correctly left Pearl Harbor an open target. Iapan's surprise attack
on December 7, 1941, was devastating. Eight battleshiirs, three cruisers,
three destroyers, and four other vessels were sunk or damaged. The attack
destroyed over 180 aircraft and killed 2,403 Americans. Another 1,178 were
injured.

That night, a gray-faced Roosevelt met with his cabinet, telling them the

country faced the most serious crisis since the Civil War. The next day, he

asked Congress to declare war:

@
55 As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that all measures be taken for our

defense, that always will our whole nation remember the character of the onslaught against us. . . . With

confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our people, we will gain the

inevitable triumph. t!
-from 

his speech to (ongress, December B, 1941

The Senate voted 82 to 0 and the House 388 to 1 to declare war on iapan.

Germany DeclaresWar
Hitler had hoped that |apan would attack the United States so that the
majority of U.S. forces would be sent to the Pacific front. He expected the
United States to enter the European war as incidents between German
submarines and the United States mounted in the Atlantic.

Hitler underestimated the strategy of the United States, which was to
view Germany as the larger threat but fight the )apanese with the U.S.

Navy. By helping Japan, he hoped for |apanese support against the Soviet
Union after they had defeated the Americans. On December 11, Germany
and Italy both declared war on the United States.

Z Renorruc pRocRess cuecx

Sequencing What sequence of events led the United States to a declaration of war?

Because American offirials did not

exped it, the attack on Pearl Harbor

was partirularly devastating.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Determining Couse ond Effect What

was the immediate result of the attack

on Pearl Harbor?

underestimate to estimate

lower than the real amount or

number

Answering the Guiding Questions
4, Evaluoting Why did many Americans support isolationism? Why

did President Roosevelt support internationalism?

5. Synthesizing How did President Roosevelt assist Britain while

maintaining U.S. neutrality?

6. Exploining How did the United States try to slow Japan's

advances in the Pacific?

Wdting Activity
7. INFORMAIIVE/EXPIANAI0RY Write a short essay in which you

discus why the United States had taken action against the Japanese

before the attack.

Reviewing Vocabulary
1. Controsting How does internationalism differ

from isolationism?

2, Exploining How did restricting the sale of strategic materials

hinder Japan's aggression in the Pacific?

Using Your Notes

3. Determining Cause ond Effecf Use the notes you completed

during the lesson to write a paragraph identifying the events that

moved the United States from neutrality to war.
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