
Academir Vocabulary

. Gonventional . remove

. institute

Content Vocabulary

. flexible response

. space race

TAKING NOTES:

Key ldeas and Detoils

5eqr:enring As you read the lesson,

complete a graphic organizer similar to

the one below to record the major events

ofthe told War between 1959 and 1963.
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IT MATTERS BTCRUST
During the Kennedy administration, ongoing tensions with
the Soviet Union led to crises over Cuba ond West Berlin.
To contoin communism and stay ahead in technology,
President Kennedy creoted aid programs for developing
nations and exponded the space progrom.

Containing Communism
GUrDrNGeuEsnoN HowwerePresidentKennedy'sprogromstocombotcommunismdifferent

from the progroms of previous administrations?

When |ohn F. Kennedy entered the White House in 1961, the Cold War
with the Soviet Union dominated all other concerns. He used a range

of programs to try to stop the spread of communism. These included
a conventional weaponry program to give the nation's military more
flexibility. The programs also included economic aid to Latin America
and the creation of the Peace Corps to help developing nations.

A More Flexible Response
Kennedy took office at a time of growing global instability.
Resentment at wealthy Western nations was on the rise in the
developing world, often encouraged by the Soviet Union. Kennedy
felt that Eisenhower had relied too heavily on nuclear weapons.
To allow for a "flexible response" to resist Communist movements,

the president pushed for a buildup oftroops and conventional
weapons. He also expanded the Special Forces, an elite army unit
used in limited conflicts.

Aid to Other Countries
Kennedy wanted to renew diplomatic focus on Latin America,
where governments were often in the hands of the wealthy few and

many people lived in extreme poverty. In some countries, these

conditions spurred the growth of left-wing movements aimed at

overthrowing their governments. In his Inaugural Address,
President Kennedy said, "To our sister republics south of our
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John F. Kennedy delivered his inaugural

spee(h on January 20, 196'1. He spoke

of his generationt obligation to defend

liberty. 5eated at right is incoming Vi(e

President Lyndon Johnson.

> CRITICAL THINKING
ldentifying Centrolldeas Why do

y0u think that President Kennedy chose

to speak of defending liberty during his

inaugural speech?

conventional nonnuclear

flexible response the

buildup of conventional troops

and weapons to allow a nation to

fight a limited war without using

nuclear weapons

space race the (old War

competition over dominance of

space exploration capability

358

border, we offer a special pledge-to convert our good words into good
deeds-in a new alliance for progress. . . ."

When the United States became involved in Latin America, it was
usually to help existing governments stay in power and to prevent
Communist movements from flourishing. Poor Latin Americans resented
this intrusion, just as they resented American corporations, whose presence
was seen as a kind of imperialism.

The Alliance for Progress To improve relations between the United States

and Latin America, Kennedy proposed the Alliance for Progress, a series of
cooperative aid projects with Latin American governments. The Alliance
was designed to create a "free and prosperous Latin America" that would
be more stable and less likely to support Communist-inspired revolutions.

Over a 10-year period, the United States pledged $20 billion to help
Latin American countries establish better schools, housing, health care, and
fairer land distribution. The results were mixed. In some countries, the
Alliance did promote real reform. In others, local rulers used the money to
keep themselves in power.

The Peace Corps Another program aimed at helping developing nations
fight poverty was the Peace Corps. This program sent Americans to provide
humanitarian services in developing nations. After rigorous training,
volunteers spent two years in countries that requested assistance. Among
other projects, Peace Corps volunteers built roads, taught English, lai<i out
sewage systems, and trained medical technicians.

The Cold War in Space
In 196i Yury Gagarin (YUR.ee guh.GAHR.uhn), a Soviet astronaut,
became the first person to orbit Earth. Again, as in 1957 with the launch of
Sputnik, the first satellite, the Soviets had beaten the United States in the
space race. Kennedy worried that Soviet successes in space might convince
the world that communism was better than capitalism. Less than six weeks

after the Soviet flight, the president went before Congress and declared:
"I believe this Nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this
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decade is out, of landing a man on the Moon." Kennedy's speech set in
motion a massive effort to develop the necessary technology. In 1962

|ohn Glenn became the first American to orbit Earth. Six years later,
the United States sent three men into orbit in a capsule called
Apollo. The capsule was launched using the Saturn V the most
powerful rocket ever built. The Saturn V gave both Apollo and its
lunar module-which astronauts would use to land on the
moon-enough velocity to reach the moon.

On |uly 16,1969, a Saturn V lifted off in Florida, carrying three
American astronauts: Neil Armstrong, Edwin "Btzz" Aldrin, and
Michael Collins. On |uly 20, Armstrong and Aldrin boarded the
Iunar module, named Eagle, and headed down to the moon. Minutes
later, Armstrong radioed NAS,{s flight center in Texas: "Houston . . . the
Eaglehas landed." Armstrong became the first human being to walk on the
moon. As he set foot on the lunar surface, he announced: "That's one small
step for a man, one giant leap for mankindl'The United States had
demonstrated its technological superiority over the Soviet Union.

Z Renotruc PRoGRESS cHEcK

Anolyzing Why do you think the space race was a part of President Kennedy's
programs to combat communism?

Crises of the Cold War
GUrDrNGeuEsroNs WhotwosthemostimportantforeignpolicyeventoftheKennedyodministrotion?

Why wos it the most importont event?

President Kennedy's efforts to combat Communist influence in other
countries led to some of the most intense crises of the Cold War. At times,
these crises left Americans and people in many other nations wondering
whether the world would survive.

The Bay of Pigs
The first crisis occurred in Cuba, only 90 miles (145 km) from American
shores. There, Fidel Castro had overthrown the corrupt Cuban dictator
Fulgencio Batista in 1959. At once, Castro established ties with the Soviet
Union, instituted drastic land reforms, and seized foreign-owned
businesses, many of which were American. Cuba's alliance with the Soviets
worried many Americans. Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev was also

expressing his hope to strengthen Cuba's military.
Fearing that the Soviets would use Cuba as a base from which to spread

revolution, President Eisenhower had authorized the CIA to secretly train
and arm a group of Cuban exiles, known as La Brigada, to invade the island.
His goal was to set off a popular uprising against Castro. When Kennedy
became president, his advisers approved the plan. Kennedy agreed to the
operation with some changes. On April 17, 1961, about 1,400 armed Cuban
exiles landed at the Bay of Pigs on the south coast of Cuba. The invasion was

a disaster. La Brigada's boats ran aground on coral reefs. Then Kennedy
canceled their air support to keep the United States's involvement a secret.

The expected popular uprising never happened. Within two days, Castro's

forces killed or captured almost all the members of La Brigada.
The Bay of Pigs was a dark moment for the Kennedy administration.

The incident exposed an American plot to overthrow a neighbor's
government. The disastrous outcome made the United States look weak
and disorganized.
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ln 1 962 John Glenn was the first

American to orbit Earth.

> CRITICATTHINKING
Moking Generulizotionr ln addition

to being explorers, what other role did

the U.5. astronauts play?

institute to initiate or establish

;li;,
li ''.1,t
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remove to take away 0r change

the location of

GEOGRAPHY CONNE(T!ON

The Cuban Missile (risis brought the United

States and the Soviet Union to the brink of war.

1 THEWORTD IN SPATIALTERMS
Where in Cubo did the Bay of Pigs

invosion begin?

2 PLACES AND REGIONS
Approximately how close were theSoviet

Union's nucleor missiles in Cubo tothe
moinlond U nited States?

0 200 miles
l-+-J0 200 km

t., , iJ

Caribbeon
Sea JAMAICA
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The Berlin Wall Goes Up
In June 1961, Kennedy faced another foreign policy challenge when he
met with Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev in Vienna, Austria. To stop
Germans from leaving Communist East Germany lbr West Berlin,
I(hrushchev demanded that the Western powers recognize East Germany
and withdraw from Berlin. Berlin was a city lying con-rpletely within East
Germany. Kennedy refused and reaffirmed the West's commitment to
West Berlin.

Khrushchev retaliated by building a wall thror,rgh Berlin, blocking
movement between the Soviet sector and the rest of the city. Guards along
the wall shot at people who tried to cross from East Berlin to West Berlin.
The Berlin Wall stood as a symbol of Cold War divisions.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
During the summer of 1962, American intelligence learned that Soviet
technicians and equipment had arrived in Cr-iba and that military
construction was in progress. On October 22, Ker-rr-redy anltoultced that the
Soviet Union had placed long-range nuclear missiles in cr-rba. This location
made them a clear threat to the United States.

Kennedy ordered a naval quarantine to stop the delivery of more
missiles, and demanCed the existing missile sites be dismantled. He
warned that if attacked, the United States would respond fully against the
Soviet Union. Still, work on the missile sites continued. Nuclear warfare
seemed more possible than ever.

Then, after a flurry of secret negotiations, the Soviet Union offered to
remove the missiles if the United States pron-rised not to inr,ade Cuba.
The United States also agreed to remove its missiles frorn Turkey near the
Soviet border.

In reality, neither Kennedy nor Khrushchev lvanted nuclear war. "Only
lunatics or suicides, who themselves want to perish and to destroy the
whole rvorld before they die, could do this," wrote Khrushchev. "We . . .

want to live and do not at all want to destroy your country." On October 28,
the leaders reached an agreement. The world could breathe again.

Gulf of Mexico
)'; i.i

UNITED
STATES

Miami .
BAHAMAS

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

N
l

w*r
I
S

\
HArr it

I

a

I

Capitalcity
Other city
American
quarantine zone

Soviet missile
sites

Y

370



The Cuban missile crisis forced the United States and the Soviet Union to
consider the consequences of nuclear war. In August 1963, the two countries
agreed to a treaty that banned testing nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. In
the long run, however, the missile crisis had consequences. Soviet leadership
saw Khrushchev as having agreed to a humiliating retreat, and he fell from
power in 1964. The crisis also exposed the Soviets' military inferiority and
prompted a dramatic Soviet arms buildup, which the United States matched.

Death of a President
Soon after the Senate ratified the test ban treaty,
fohn F. Kennedy's presidency ended shockingly
and tragically. On November 22,1963, Kennedy
and his wife traveled to Texas. As the presidential
motorcade rode slowly through the crowded
streets of Dallas, gunfire rang out. Someone had
shot the president twice. Government officials
sped Kennedy to a nearby hospital, where he was
pronounced dead moments later.

Lee Harvey Oswald, the man accused of
killing Kennedy, appeared to be a confused and
embittered Marxist who had spent time in the
Soviet Union. He himself was shot to death while
in police custody two days after Kennedy's
assassination. The bizarre situation ledi some to
speculate that the second gunman, local nightclub
owner fack Ruby, killed Oswald to protect others involved in the crime.
In 1964 a national commission headed by Chief |ustice Warren concluded
that Oswald was the lone assassin. The report of the Warren Commission
left some questions unanswered. Theories about a conspiracy to kill the
president have persisted, though none has gained wide acceptance.

In the wake of the assassination, the United States and much of the
world went into mourning. Kennedy was president for little more than
1,000 days. Yet he made a profound impression on most Americans.
Kennedy's successor, Vice President Lyndon Baines Johnson, set out to
promote many of the programs that Kennedy left unfinished.
Z nrnorruc PRoGRESS cHEcK

lnterpretingSignificonce How do you think the assassination of President Kennedy
affected the nation?

President Kennedy's funeral procession

and burial service were broadcast live

over all three television networks.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Predicting Consequenres What

effect do you think Kennedyt

assassination had on how his presidency

is remembered?
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Reviewing Vocabulary
1. Explainin g How was Ken nedy's "fl exi ble response" different from

Eisenhower's $rategy for containing communism?

2. Summarizing Why was the space race so important t0 the

United States?

Using Your Notes

3. Making Generolizotions Use the notes you completed during

the lesson to describe which areas the Kennedy administration

succeeded in, and which areas posed setbacks to the president's

drive to win the Cold War.

Answering the Guiding Questions
4, Anolyzing How were President Kennedy's programs to

combat communism different from the pr0grams of previous

administrationsT.

5. Synthesizing What was the most important foreign policy

event of the Kennedy administration? Why was it the most

important event?

Writing Activity
6. INF0RMAIM/EXPIANAI0RY Write two to three descriptive

paragraphs explaining how President Kennedy's programs affected the

world and the American people, both in his leadership and in his death.
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