IT MATTERS BTcRusT
Shortly ofter taking office, President Nixon moved to end the
notion's involvement in Vietnom. The final yeors of the conflict
yielded more bloodshed ondturmoil, aswell os growing cynicism.
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Nixon Moves to End the War
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As you read, use

the

following graphic organizer to list the
steps that President Nixon took to end
American involvement in Vietnam.
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Wh at pol icies did Nixon em ploy to end the war?

Vietnam. In August 1969, Kissinger also entered into secret negotiations
with North Vietnam's representative, Le Duc Tho.
Meanwhile, Nixon began Vietnamization. This process involved
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As a step toward ending the war, Nixon appointed Henry Kissinger
as special assistant for national security affairs. Kissinger embarked
upon a policy called linkage, or improving relations with the Soviet
Union and China, to try to persuade them to reduce their aid to North
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the gradual withdrawal of U.S. troops while the South Vietnamese
assumed more of the fighting. He announced the withdrawal of
25,000 soldiers on June 8, 1969. At the same time, however, Nixon
increased air strikes against North Vietnam and began secretly bombing

Vietcong sanctuaries in neighboring Cambodia.
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Turmoil at Home Continues
In late 1969, Americans learned that in the spring of 1968 an American

platoon under the command of Lieutenant William Calley had
massacred unarmed South Vietnamese civilians in the hamlet of My
Lai. Most of the victims were old men, women, and children. Calley
eventually went to prison for his role in the killings. Jan Barry, a
founder of the Vietnam Veterans Against the War, viewed My Lai as
a symbol of the dilemma his generation faced in the conflict:
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a5 To kill on military orders and be a criminal, or to refuse to kill and be a criminal is the moral
agony of America's Vietnam war generation. lt is what has forced upward of sixty thousand
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young Americans, draff resisters and deserters, to Canada, and created one hundred thousand

military deserters

a

year....t,
-quoted
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in Who Spoke Up?: American Protest Aglinstthe Wlr in Vietnam, 1963-1975,1984

In April 1970, Nixon announced that American
troops had invaded Cambodia to destroy Vietcong
bases there. Many believed this invasion expanded
the war, which it set off many protests. On May
4, Ohio National Guard soldiers armed with tear
gas and rifles fired on demonstrators at Kent
State University, killing four students. Days later,

police killed two student demonstrators at
|ackson State College in Mississippi.
An angry Congress began to work to end the
president's control of the war. In December 1970,
it repealed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, which
had given the president nearly complete power
in directing the conflict.
The following year, a former employee of the
Department of D efense,

D

aniel Ellsberg, leaked

what became known as the Pentagon Papers to
the New York Times. The documents contained details about decisions to
expand the war, and confirmed what many Americans had long believed:
the government had not been honest with them.

The U.5. invasion of Cambodia led to
mass protests and to the tragic killing of

four students by National Guard troops
at Kent State University in May 1 970.

The United States Pulls Out

>

Americans were increasingly ready for the war to end as the presidential
election of \972 approached. Nixon faced Democratic challenger George
McGovern, an outspoken critic of the war. Less than a month before the
election, however, Kissinger emerged from his secret talks with Le Duc Tho
to announce that "peace is at hand." Nixon soundly defeated McGovern.
Soon, Kissinger's peace negotiations broke down over disagreements
about the presence of North Vietnamese troops in the South. In Decemb er 1972,
to force North Vietnam to resume negotiations, the Nixon administration
began the most destructive air raids of the war. In what became known as the
"Christmas bombingsj'American B-52s dropped thousands of tons of bombs
on North Vietnamese targets for 11 straight days. Then negotiations resumed.
On ]anuary 27, 1973, the warring sides signed an agreement "ending the war
and restoring the peace in Vietnam." The United States promised to withdraw
its troops, and both sides agreed to exchange prisoners of war. After almost
eight years of war, the nation ended its direct involvement in Vietnam.

Determining Couseond Effect How

The Domino Effect
Peace did not last. in fanuary

1975, Cambodia fell under the control of the

Communist group the Khmer Rouge. In March I975, the North Vietnamese
army invaded South Vietnam. Nixon had resigned in August 1974 following
Watergate, a scandal that broke as the war was winding down. When the
new president, Gerald Ford, asked for funds to aid the South Vietnamese,
Congress refused. On April 30, the North Vietnamese captured Saigon,
South Vietnam's capital. They then renamed the city Ho Chi Minh City.
Laos, another country in the region, was also greatly affected by the Vietnam
War. Though Laos was run by a neutral coalition government during most
of the war, the constant effects of bombings on the parts of the Ho Chi Minh
Trail in Laos destabilized that neutrality. Communists took over in Laos
after the fall of Saigon. Thus, the domino effect played out as predicted.
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bombings"helpto putan endto

CRITICAT THINKING

did the invasion of(ambodia lead to the

shootings at Kent State University?

linkage

policy of improving

relations with the Soviet Union and

(hina in hopes of persuading them to
cut back their aid to North Vietnam

Vietnamization

theprocess

of making South Vietnam assume
more of the war effort by slowly
withdrawing American troops

from Vietnam

generation

a group

of

individuals who were born and who
live during the same period of time
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The Legacy of Vietnam
GUIDINGeuEsnoN HowwasthepoliticolandculturoloftermathoftheVietnomWardifferentfron
p rev i o u s i nte r nati o n ol co nfl i cts?

"The lessons of the past in Vietnam," President Ford declared in 1975,
"have already been learned-learned by Presidents, learned by Congress,
learned by the American people-and we should have our focus on the
future." Vietnam had a profound effect on America.

TheWar's HumanToll
America paid a heavy price for its involvement in Vietnam, far more than the
estimated $173 billion in direct costs. Approximately 58,000 young Americans
died, and some 300,000 were injured. An estimated 1 million North Vietnamese
and South Vietnamese soldiers died, as did millions more civilians. Back home,
some soldiers had trouble readjusting. Army Specialist Doug |ohnson recalled:

@
56 lt took a while for me to recognize that I did suffer some psychological problems in trying to deal with

myexperienceinVietnam....Oneevening...lwenttoseeamovieonpost.ldontrecall...whatit
was about, but I remember there was a sad part, and that I started crying uncontrollably. lt hadn't

dawned on me before this eprsode that I had

. . . succeeded

in burying my emotions.l!
-quoted

in Touched by the Drogon,1998

Because many people considered the war a defeat and wanted to put

it behind them, the veterans' sacrifices often went unrecognized. They
received relatively few welcome-home parades and celebrations.

NEW YORKTIMESv.
UNITED STATES, rgtr
Background to the Case
ln 1 971 Daniel Ellsberg leaked classified documents, known
Papers, to the ffewYorkTimes andlheWoshington

Posr. When

as

the Pentagon

the newspapers

attempted to publish these documents, the Nixon administration argued

that publication would threaten national security. The case centered on the
First Amendment guarantee of a free press.

Doniel Ellsberg leoked the clossified doumenB known
as the Pentagon Popers. IIle

How the Court Ruled
ln a 6-to-3 per curiam

NewYotklimes wentto

courtto battle for its tightto printthe Pentogon Papers,

opinion-per runom meaning that the decision was
justices-the Court found that

issued by the whole Court and not specific

the Nixon administration had failed to prove that publication ofthe Pentagon
Papers would imperil the nation in any way. The

ilew YorkTimes andlhe

ll

Drowing Conclusions Why

do you think

Daniel Ellsberg leaked the Pentagon Papers

Woshington Post could publish the Pentagon Papers.

to the press?

@

Defending Doyouthinkthegovernment
can everjustify media censorship, even

o

based on national security concerns?
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The war remained unresolved for the American families whose relatives
and friends were classified as prisoners of war (POWs) or missing in action

(MlA). Despite many official investigations, these families were not convinced
that the government had told the truth about POW/MIA policies.
Vietnam remained on the nation's mind nearly a decade later. In 1982
the nation dedicated the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.,
a large black granite wall inscribed with the names of those killed and
missing in action in the war.
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The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is

inscribed with the names of the more

than 58,000 people killed or missing
in Vietnam.

>

CRITICAL TH!NKING

Moking Generolizofibns

How does

the Vietnam Veterans Memorial symbolize
U.5. involvement in the war?

The War's lmpact on the Nation

unresolved

The war also left a mark on national politics. In 1973 Congress passed the War
Powers Act as a way to reestablish some limits on executive power. The act
required the president to inform Congress of any commitment of troops abroad
within 48 hours, and to withdraw them in 60 to 90 days, unless Congress
explicitly approved the troop commitment. No president has recognized this
limitation, however, and the courts have tended to avoid the issue.
Nonetheless, every president since the law's passage has asked Congress
to authorize the use of military force before committing ground troops to

up; not dealt with succesfully

not cleared

combat. In general, the war shook the nation's confidence and made some
begin to question American foreign policies.
On the domestic front, the Vietnam War increased Americans' cynicism
about their government. Together with Watergate, Vietnam made many
Americans feel that the nation's leaders had misled them.
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Assessing How did the American public treat returning Vietnam veterans?

Reviewing Vo(abulary
1, Defining What was Vietnamization?

Answering the Guiding Questions
4, ldentifying What policies did Nixon employ to end the war?

2, Exploining What was the goal of the linkage policy?

5. Controsting How was the political and (ultural aftermath of the

UsingYour Notes
3, Assessing Use the

Vietnam War different from previous international conflicts?
notes you (ompleted during the lesson to write

a short essay assessing the effectiveness

Nixon pursued in Vietnam.

ofthe various strategies

Writing Activity
6. NARRAIIVE

Suppose you are a college student in 1970. Write a

journal entry expressing your thoughts and feelings about the
events at Kent State University and Jackson State (ollege.
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