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. tepatriation
. bilingualism
IAKING NOTES:
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Most Mexicon Americans and Mexican immigronts lived in the
Southwest. By the mid-twentieth century, more immigrants
arrived from vorious ports of Latin America. Latinos formed
civil rights organizotions to chollenge discrimination.

ond Details

Sequencing (omplete a time line
similar to the one below by recording
major events in the struggle of Latinos
for equal civil and political rights.

Latinos Migrate North
GuIDINGQUEsfloN WhydidmanyMexicansmigratetotheUnitedSt1tesfromtheeorlytothe
mid-1900s, ond how did this affect Americon society?

Americans of Mexican heritage have lived in what is now the
United States since before the founding of the republic. In the
twentieth century, Mexican immigration to the United States rose
greatly, partly due to the turmoil of the Mexican Revolution that
began in 1910. During the 1920s, half a million Mexicans immigrated
to the United States through official channels. An unknown number
entered the country through other means.
While some persons of Mexican heritage moved to northern states,
most remained concentrated in the areas that were once the northern
provinces of Mexico. In 1930,90 percent of ethnic Mexicans in the
United States lived in areas of the West and Southwest. As a result of
heary Mexican immigration, the ethnic Mexican population in Texas
grew from 71,062 in 1900 to 683,681 in 1930. Southern California,
likewise, had a large Spanish-speaking population.
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Mexicans Face Discrimination
Across the Southwest, most Mexican Americans lived in barrios.
Barrios were the product of a combination of the region's history
and discrimination against Latinos. Los Angeles was founded as a
Spanish town in L781. A century later when English-speaking
settlers arrived, they built around the older Spanish-speaking
district. From 1900 to 1930, Mexican immigration increased the
ethnic Mexican population of the city from as many as 5,000 to
around 150,000. By then, the Spanish-speaking population was
segregated in the eastern part of the city. Most lived in dilapidated
housing and suffered high rates of infant mortality and disease.
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In California and across the Southwest, employment discrimination
meant that most ethnic Mexicans could find work only in low-paying jobs.
Many worked as agricultural laborers. During the Great Depression, many
Mexican Americans faced increased hostility and discrimination as
unemployment rates soared. About one-third of the nation's Mexican
population returned to Mexico. Some left voluntarily, believing it would be
easier to get by in Mexico. Others left as part of the repatriation-a series
of deportations launched by federal officials. This included not only
immigrants but often their American-born children as well.
During World War II, labor shortages in the Southwest led to the creation
of the Bracero Program. Under this arrangement, Mexican workers entered
into short-term labor contracts, mostly as low-wage farmworkers. Meanwhile,
illegal immigration also increased. In 1954 Eisenhower's administration
launched a program intended to deport undocumented Latino immigrants.
Police swept through barrios seeking undocumented immigrants. As a result,
more than 3.7 million Mexicans were deported over the next three years.
The raids were criticized in the United States and in Mexico for intimidating
people for simply "looking Mexican." In addition, the program often failed
to distinguish between individuals legally in the country-including U.S.
citizens-and those who had entered illegally.
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5( For the Mexicans the barrio
was a colony of refugees. We
came to know families from
Chihuahua, Sonora, falisco,

andDurango....
As poor refugees, their first
concern was to find a place to
sleep, then to eat and find
work. In the barrio they were
most likely to find all three, for

not knowing English, they
needed something that was
even more urgent than a room,
a meal, or a job, and that was
information in a language they
could understand. l!

Other Latinos Arrive
Although Mexicans remained the largest group of Spanish-speaking
newcomers in the 1950s, large numbers of Puerto Ricans arrived as well.
American citizens since 1917, Puerto Ricans may move freely within American
territory. After World War II, economic troubles prompted more than a million
Puerto Ricans to move to the U.S. mainland. The majority settled in New York
City, where they faced racial discrimination and high poverty levels.
The nation became home to more than 350,000 Cuban immigrants in the
decade after the Cuban Revolution of 1959. Many were professionals and
business owners who settled in the Miami, Florida, area. They were tlpically
welcomed as refugees fleeing Communist oppression. By 1970, more than 9
million Latinos lived in the United States.
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What was the most important
benefit that the barrio offered
new immigrants?

likewise

in the same

way;similarly

repatriation

being restored or

returned to the country of origin,
allegiance, or citizenship

Z Renorruc pnocness cxecx
IHerminingCauseandEffect

What international events encouraged Latinos to move to

the United States, and how did this migration affect the nation?
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Anolyzing

lnfornotion

How

has the overall Latino population

changed since 1950?

Moking lnferenres

Based

6

on the chart, what can you infer

4

aboutthe Latino population in the

2
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Program during World War ll.

United States?
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5ource: Historrcol Statistics of tlle United St(ltes: Fatiiesl fitnes to the Ppsent, Volume I
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Latinos Organize
GUIDTNG

euEsrloN

How wos the Lotino approoch to

gaining civil rights similor to ond different from the Africon
Americon civil rights movement|

Regardless of their citizenship status, people
of Mexican heritage were often treated as

outsiders by the English-speaking majority.
Latinos jormed organizations to work for
equal rights and fair treatment.
In1929 a number of Mexican American
organizations came together to create the
League of United Latin American Citizens

Every member of a migrant worker

family had to work to survive. Here,
Mexican children pick cotton in Texas.

> CRITICAI THINKING
Moking lnferenres What does this
photograph indicate about economic
opp0rtunity f0r migrant farmworkers?

(LULAC). The organization's purpose
was to fight discrimination against
persons of Latin American ancestry.
Membership was limited to those of Latin
American heritage who were u.s. citizens. LULAC encouraged assimilation
into American society and adopted English as its official language.
In Mendez v. Westminster (1947), a group of Mexican parents won a
lawsuit that challenged school segregation in california. Two years after the
Mendez case, LULAC filed a similar lawsuit that aimed to end the practice
of segregating Spanish-speaking children into "Mexican schools" in the
state of Texas. During the 1950s, the organization was also a vocal critic of
the abuses of deportation authorities. In 1954 the supreme Court's ruling in
Hernandezv. Texas extended more rights to Latino citizens. The case ended
the exclusion of Mexican Americans from juries in Texas.
Another Latino organization, the American GI Forum, was founded to
protect the rights of Mexican American yeterans. After world war II, Latino
veterans were excluded from veterans' organizations. They were also denied
medical services by the Veterans Administration.
The GI Forum's first effort to combat racial injustice involved a Mexican
American soldier killed during world war II. A funeral home refused to
hold his funeral because he was Mexican American. The GI Forum drew
national attention to the incident, and the soldier's remains were buried in
Arlington National cemetery. The organization later broadened its scope to
challenge discrimination against all Latinos.
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ldentifying What were the goals of Latino civil rights organizations?

Protests and Progress
GUTDINGQUESTIoN HowdidgroupssuchastheUnitedFormWorkersondlaRazaUnidapromoteLotino
civil rights?

As the 1960s began, Latino Americans continued to face prejudice and limited

to adequate education, employment, and housing. Encouraged by
the African American civil rights movement, Latinos launched a series of
campaigns to improve their economic situation and end discrimination.
In the early 1960s, C6sar Chivez and Dolores Huerta organized two
groups that fought for farmworkers. In 1965 the groups went on strike in
California to demand union recognition, increased wages, and better
access

adequate

sufficientfora

specific requirement; completed to
its minimum requirements

428

E

d

.E

benefits. When employers resisted, Chdvez organized a national boycott of
table grapes. Between 14 and 17 million citizens stopped buying grapes,
and industry profits tumbled. In 1966 Chivez and Huerta merged their two
organizations into the United Farm Workers (UFW). Chivez held a hunger
strike in 1968 to support the effort. A UFW spokesman described the impact
the hunger strike had on Ch6vez and the farmworkers: 'After twenty-five
days, C6sar was carried to a nearby park where the fast ended during a
mass with thousands of farmworkers. He had lost thirty-five pounds, but
there was no more talk about violence among the farmworkers." The new
union kept the boycott going until 1970, when the grape growers finally
agreed to raise wages and improve working conditions.
Latino youths also became involved in civil rights. In 1967 college
students in San Antonio, Texas,led by fos6 Angel Guti6rrez, founded the
Mexican American Youth Organization (MAYO). MAYO organized
walkouts and demonstrations to protest discrimination. One Texas walkout
led to the creation of bilingual education at a local high school.
MAYO's success and the spread of protests across the West and
Southwest convinced Guti6rrez to found a new political party in 1969. It
was called La Raza Unida, or "the United People." La Raza Unida mobilized
Mexican American voters with calls for job-training programs and greater
access to financial institutions. By the early 1970s, it had elected Latinos to
local offices in several cities with large Latino populations. A larger civil
rights movement among Mexican Americans, many of whom began calling
themselves Chicanos, emerged. The movement fought against
discrimination and celebrated ethnic pride.
In the late 1960s, many Latino leaders promoted bilingualism-the
practice of teaching immigrant students in their own language while they
also learned English. Congress supported this movement by passing the
Bilirrgual Education Act in 1968, which directed school districts to set up
classes for immigrants in their own language while they were learning
English. This became politically controversial. Beginning in the 1980s, an
English-only movement began. By the 2000s, more than half of the nations
state legislatures had passed laws or amendments making English the

official language oftheir state.
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C6sar

(hivez (1927 -19931

An Arizona native, labor leader
Cdsar Chiivez grew up a Mexican

American migrant farm laborer. He
was a community organizer during

the 1950s before founding the
National Farm Workers Association,
a

forerunner ofthe United Farm

Workers. A strong supporter of

nonviolence, he led peaceful
strikes and boycotts that were
usually successful. His contributions
earned Ch6vez a Presidential
Medal of Freedom the year

I

following his death.
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CRITICAL THINKING

Moking lnferences Why might
(hdvez have cared so much about
farm laborers'rights?

bilingualism

the practice of

teaching immigrant students in

cxecr

their own language

Explaining How did Latinos work for the rights of farmworkers?

Reviewing Uocabulary
1, Defining What was the repatriation?

2. Summorizing How

has the bilingualism movement changed

5. Synthesizing

civil rights similar to and different from the African American
civil rights movement?

6. Synthesizing

over time?

How was the Latino approach to gaining

How did groups such as the United Farm Workers

and Lo Rozo Unido promote Latino civil rights?

UsingYour Notes
3, Moking Generalizotions Review the notes that you completed
throughout the lesson, and then describe the successes and
setbacks of Latino

advists in the twentieth century.

Writing Activity
7. INF0RMAIM/EXPLANAIORY Write an essay explaining the
purpose ofthe strike against table-grape growers in the 1960s and

how strikers planned to achieve their goals.

Answering the Guiding Questions
4, Anolyzing Couse ond Effect Why did many Mexicans migrate to
the United States from the early to mid-1900s, and how did this
affect American society?
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