
IT MATTERS BECEUSE
ln the end, oll ottempts ot compromise between the North
ond the South over slavery failed. The outcome of the l g6O
election triggered the first shots of the long, bloody Civil war.Arademic Uocabulary

. outcome . requirement

Content Uocabulary

. siege . carpetbaggers

. pillage . scalawags

IAI(!NG NOTES:

Key ldeosand Details

Sequencing Asyou read the lesson,

complete a time line like the one below
t0 sequence events ofthe (ivil War and

Reconstruction.
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The Opposing Sides
curDrNGeuEsfloN whatweretheodvontogesanddisodvontagesfortheNorthandthe

South at the stort ofthe wor?

|ust as the South had a strong military tradition, as the location for
seven of the nation'.s eight military colleges, the North had a strong
naval tradition. Trained Southern military officers quickly organized
an effective fighting force. Meanwhile, Northern naval'offi-ce.s
drew on the crews of American merchant ships for trained sailors.

Economies: North and South
Although the South had many experienced officers to lead its troops
in battle, the North had several economic advantages. In lg60 the
population of the North was about 22 million, while the South had
about 9 million people, more than one-third of whom were enslaved.
In 1860 almost 90 percent of the nation's factories were located in
the Northern states, which could provide troops with ammunition
and other supplies more easily. The South hadonly half as many
miles of railroad track as the North. Northern troops could more
easily disrupt the Southern rail system and prevent the movement
ofsupplies and troops.

The union also controlled the national treasury and could expect
continued revenue from tariffs. Many Northern banks held large
reserves of cash, which they lent the government by purchasing
bonds. In contrast to the union, the confederacy's'financial siiuation
was poor, and it became worse over time. Most Southern planters
were in debt and unable to buy bonds. Southern banks were small
and had few cash reserves, so they could not buy many bonds, either.
The best hope for the south to raise money was by taxing trade. But
the union nary quickly blockaded southern porti, reduc-ing trade.
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CHART5/GRAPHS

The Union's wealth of resources gave

it an advantage over the (onfederacy.

Analyzinglnfomation Based

on the graph, what were the

North's greatest advantages over

the South?

Drawing Conclusions Which of

the North's advantages do you

think were most important in

winning the war?
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outcome something that

follows as a result or consequence
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The Confederacy enacted direct taxation of its people, but many Southerners
refused to pay. The Confederacy was forced to print paper money, causing
rapid inflation in the South.

The First Modern War
The Civil War was, in many respects, the first modern war. It was fought
with a large, civilian army and required vast amounts of supplies. Cone-
shaped bullets allowed accuracy at much greater distances. Instead of
standing in a line, troops defending positions began to use trenches and

barricades for protection. Attrition-the wearing down of one side through
exhaustion of soldiers and resources-also played a critical role.

Z Renorruc pRocRess cnecx

ldentifying What advantages did factories and railroads give the North in the CivilWar?

The Early Stages
GUtDINGeuEsnoN WhendidtheworchongefromabottleoverpreservingtheUniontoowartoend

slavery? What coused this change?

The Civil War began in April i861, when Confederate forces fired upon
federal troops in Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor. Confederate president

fefferson Davis claimed that the seceding states were fighting for the same
"sacred right of self-government" that had inspired the American Revolution
and that the Confederacy would "seek no conquest . . . all we ask is to be let
alone." Union general in chief Winfield Scott suggested the Anaconda PIan

to blockade Confederate ports and send gunboats down the Mississippi to
divide the Confederacy. The plan was to divide the South so that it would
gradually run out ofresources and surrender.

First Battle of Bull Run
Soon after the wer began, Lincoln approved an assault on Confederate troops

gathered near Manassas function, Virginia. The First Battle of Bull Run

started well for the Union, but the tide turned when reinforcements helped

the Confederates defeat the Union forces. The outcome made it clear that the

North would need a large, well-trained army to prevail against the South.

TheWar in theWest
The Union blockaded Southern ports along the Atlantic, but the South used

small, fast ships to smuggle goods past the blockades. In April 1862, Union
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forces seizecl New orleans, the South's largest city,, and gained control of the
lor'r,er Mississippi River.

In early 1862, Union general Ulysses S. Grant began a campaign on the
cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. control of these rivers would split
Tennessee and provide the Union rvitir a route into Confederate territorl..
All of Kentucky and most of western Tennessee eventually fell.

The War in the East
while Grant fought in the west, union general George B. Mcclellan's forces
set out to capture Richmond, virginia, the confederate capital. In late ]une
1862, Confederate general Robert E,. Lee began a series of attacks on McClellans
forces. Togetl-rer the tr'vo sides suffered more than 30,000 casualties. on
Septernber 17, 1862, Lee's forces met Mcclellan's at Antietarn (an.TEE.tuhm)
creek. The fight was the bloodiest one-day battle in American history,
er-rding with nearly 6,000 soldiers killed and another 17,000 rvounded.
McClellar-r did not break Lee's lines, but he inflicted so r-nany casualties tl-rat
Lee decided to retreat to Virginia.

The Battie of Antietam rvas a crucial victorl, fbr the union. The British
government irad been ready to intervene in the war as a mediator if Lee's
invasion had succeeded. Nor,r, the Britisl-r decided to wait and see how the
\{ar progressed. The Southt defbat at Antietam had an even r.rrore important
political impact ir-r the United States. It convinced President Lincoln that the
tirle had come to end slaver), in the South.

The Enrancipation Proclarmation
NIost Democrats opposed ending siiu,ery, rvhile Republicans were divided.
With Union casualties rising, hou,ever, n-rany Northertlers began to agree
that slavery had to er-rd, both to punish the South and to make the soidiers'
sacriiices rvorthn'hile. on September 22,1862, Lincoln pLrbiicly announced
that he wor"rld issue the Emancipation Proclanration-a decree freeing all
enslaved persons in states still in rebellion after January l, 1863. Because
the Pror:lamartior-r tieed enslaved African Americans only in states at r,var
rvith th, Union, it did not address sla-,,er1, in the border states. By its
very exrstence, horvel,er, the Proclamation transformed the conflict over
preserving tl-re Unior-r iuto a war of liberation.

VE

Explaining Why was the Battle of Antietam significant?

GEOGRAPHY CONNECTION

As the Civil War progressed, two separate

campaigns emerged.

1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAT
TERMS Which of the bottles is

farthest west?

2 HUMAN SYSTEMS ryr,dt

purpose did the North hove in fighting

so mony bottles olong the coosts?
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55Four score and seven years

ago our fathers brought forth
on this continent, a new nation,
conceived in Liberry and

dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a
great civil war, testing whether
that nation, or any nation so

conceived and so dedicated,

can long endure. . . .

. . . It is rather for us to be

here dedicated to the great task

remaining before us-that
from these honored dead we

take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the

Iast full measure of devotion-
that we here highly resolve that
these dead shall not have died
in vain-that this nation,
under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom-and that
government of the people, by
the people, for the people, shall

not perish from the earth.t!

-President 
Lincoln, from the

Gettysburg Address, November 19, 1863

@ READ.NG,L**ELY what

does Lincoln say is the main

purpose ofthe (ivil War and the

reason for the sacrifices at

Gettysburg?

The Turning Points and Final Battles
GU r Dr NG eu EsroN Why were Vicksburg ond Gettysburg turning points in the wor?

As 1863 began, there was no end to the war in sight. More than two years of
battle lay ahead for Americans, and the casualties would continue to rise

steeply. Battlefield physicians used extreme measures to treat patients.
General Carl Schurz described one field hospital:

65 As a wounded man was lifted on the table . . . the surgeon quickly examined the wound and resolved

upon cutting off the wounded limb. Some ether was administered. . . . The surgeon snatched the knife

from between his teeth, where it had been while his hands were busy, wiped it rapidly. . . across his

blood*tained apron, and the cutting began. The operation accomplished, the surgeon would look

around with a deep sigh, and then-'Nextl'!!

-quoted 
in lhe CivilWor: An lllustrlted History,1990

Vicksburg
Gaining control of the Mississippi River was a vital element of the Union
strategy for winning the Civil War. If the Union could capture Vicksburg,
Mississippi, the last major Confederate stronghold on the river, then the North
could cut the South in two. In May 1863, Grant launched two assaults on
Vicksburg, but the city's defenders repulsed both attacks and inflicted high
casualties. Grant decided to put the city under siege by cutting off its food and

supplies and bombarding it until its defenders gave up. On |uly 4, 1863, with
his troops starving, the Confederate commander at Vicksburg surrendered.

Gettysburg
Meanwhile, in Virginia, Lee had been able to defeat Union forces at

Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. Emboldened by these victories, Lee

decided in |une 1863 to launch another invasion of the North. At the end of
June, as Lee's army foraged in the Pennsylvania countryside, some of his

troops headed into Gettysburg, hoping to seize a supply of shoes.

When they arrived near the town, they discovered two brigades r f
Union cavalry. On |uly 1, 1863, as Confederates pushed the Union troops
out of the town, the main forces of both armies hurried to the scene of the
fighting. On July 2,Lee attacked, but the Union trooPs held their ground.

The following day, Lee ordered nearly 15,000 men under the command of
General George E. Pickett and General A. P. Hill to make a massive assault.

The attack, known as Pickett's Charge, caused 7,000 casualties in less than
half an hour, but failed to break the Union lines. ". . . [A]11 this has been my
fault," said Lee. "It is I that have lost this fightl'

Lee's troops retreated to Virginia. At Gettysburg, the Union suffered

23,000 casualties, the South an estimated 28,000, more than one-third of
Leet entire force. The disaster at Gettysburg proved to be the turning point
of the war in the East. The Unions victory strengthened the Republicans

politically and ensured once again that the British would not recognize the
Confederacy. For the remainder of the war, Leet forces remained on the

defensive, slowly giving ground to the advancing Union army.

TheWar Ends
More Union successes followed. General Grant succeeded in securing control
of the Mississippi River. Lincoln rewarded him by appointing him general

in chief of the Union forces. Grant began relentlessly attacking Lee's forces

even as William Tecumseh Sherman mounted a devastating march through
Georgia, pillaging and destroying railroads, warehouses, mills, and factories.

siege a military blockade of a

city or fortified place to force it to

surrender

pillage to loot or plunder
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Meanwhile, Lee knew that time was running
out. On April 1, 1865, Union troops cut the last rail
line into Petersburg, Virginia. Lee's troops attempted
to escape Grantt forces in the area, but Union
cavalry blocked the road. With his battered troops
surrounded and outnumbered, Lee surrendered to
Grant at Appomattox Court House on April g, 1865.

Grantt generous terms of surrender guaranteed that
the Union would not prosecute Confederate soldiers
for treason. When Grant agreed to let Confederates
take their horses home "to put in a crop to carry
themselves and their families through the next
winter," Lee thanked him, saying the kindness
would "do much toward conciliating our people."

With the war over, Lincoln delivered a speech
describing his plan to restore the Southern states to the Union. In the
speech, he mentioned including African Americans in Southern state
governments. One listener, actor John Wilkes Booth, sneered to a friend,
"That is the last speech he will ever make." Although his advisers had
repeatedly warned him not to appear unescorted in public, Lincoln went
to Ford's Theatre with his wife to see a play on the evenirg of April 14,

1865. During the third act, Booth slipped quietly behind the president and
shot him in the back of the head. Lincoln died the next morning.

The Northt victory in the Civil War saved the Union and strengthened
the power of the federal government over the states. It transformed American
society by ending slavery, but it also left the South socially and economically
devastated, and many questions unresolved. Americans from the North
and the South tried to answer these questions in the years following the
Civil War-an era known as Reconstruction.

Z Renorruc PRoGRESS cHECK

DrowingConclusions What were the differences the South experienced before and

after the Battle of Gettysburg?

Reconstruction
GUTDTNGQUESnoN Whotimportontdecisionshodtobemadeconcerningthefateofthesecededstotes

ond the rights ofthose freed from slavery?

At the end of the Civil War, the South was a defeated region with a

devastated economy. While some Southerners were bitter over the loss,
for many, rebuilding their land and their lives was more important. The
president and Congress grappled with the difficult task of Reconstruction.

Opposing Plans for Reconstruction
In December 1863, President Lincoln offered a general amnesty, or pardon,
to Southerners who took an oath of loyalty to the United States and
accepted the Union's requirements concerning slavery. However, certain
Confederate officials and military officers were not included in the offer.
In his Second Inaugural Address in March 1865, Lincoln spoke of ending
the war "with malice toward none, with charity for all."

Resistance to Lincoln's plan surfaced among a group of Republicans in
Congress known as Radical Republicans. They wanted to prevent the
leaders of the Confederacy from returning to power. They also wanted the
federal government to guarantee African Americans their right to vote.

The war devastated the 5outh.

Hundreds of thousands of people died,

and several major cities, including

Richmond (shown above), lay in ruins.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Predicting Consequences What

consequences do you think the damage

caused by the [ivil War had on the South

in years to come?

requirement something

essential to the existence 0r

occurrence of something else
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The sketch above from the 1870s

shows South (arolina's legislature-
the only state legislature with an

African American majority during

Reconstrurtion.

> CRITICAT THINKING
I d entifyi n g Central I deos

Why do you think African Americans

were so enthusiastic about participating

in politics?

Garpetbagger name given to

many Northerners who moved to

the South after the CivilWar and

supported the Republicans

scalawag name given to

Southerners who supported

Republicans and Reconstruction

ofthe South

-r" -ri, - 1

Vice President Andrew Johnson, a Democrat from Tennessee, assumed
the presidency after Lincoln's death. His 1865 plan for Reconstruction
closely resembled Lincolns, and offered amnesty to all former citizens of
the Confederacy except for former Confederate officials and wealthy planters.
Many congressional Republi:ans were outraged when Southerners elected
many former Confederate officials to Congress.

Congressional Republicans were further angered when Southern state
legislatures passed a series of laws known as black codes that limited African
Americans' rights. In March 1867, Congress passed the first Reconstruction
Act over ]ohnsons veto. This act divided much of the former Confederacy
into five military districts. Tensions between Congress and ]ohnson increased.
When |ohnson defied the Tenure of Office Act, Congress tried to impeach
him. The resulting trial ended one vote short of convicting |ohnson.

The Reconstruction Amendments
Ratified in 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment completed the task begun by
the Emancipation Proclamation by banning slavery throughout the United
States. The following year, the Fourteenth Amendment declared that all
persons born or naturalized in the United States were citizens and entitled
to the "equal protection of the laws." The Fifteenth Amendment, ratified in
1870, declared that the right to vote "shall not be denied. . . on account of
race, color, or previous condition of servitude."

The South During Reconstruction
By the autumn of 1870, all former Confederate states had rejoined the Union.
The Freedmen's Bureau worked to feed and clothe war refugees and help
formerly enslaved people. A large number of Northerners traveled to the
South, where many were elected or appointed to positions in the new state

governments. Southerners called these newcomers Garpetbaggers because

some arrived with their belongings in suitcases made of carpet fabric. Local
residents saw them as intruders seeking to exploit the South. Some white
Southerners did work with the Republicans and supported Reconstruction.
Other Southerners called such supporters scalawags-an old Scots-Irish term
for weak, underfed, worthless animals.

Having gained the right to vote, African American men entered into
politics with great enthusiasm. They served as legislators and administrators
for nearly all levels of government. Republicans built a coalition of poor
Southern-born white farmers, African Americans, and Northern carpetbaggers
to elect Republican candidates.
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POTITICAT CARTOON

During Reconstruction, secret societies

such as the White League and the

Pale Faces fomed to prevent African

Americans from exercising their

rights. The largest ofthese groups,

the Ku Klux Klan, used violence to
drive out carpetbaggers and

intimidate African Americans. 0ther

white extremist organizations

included the Red Shirts and the
Knights of the White Camellia. The

Red Shirts originated in Mississippi

and the Knights of the White (amellia

first formed in New 0rleans.

Mending Do you think the cartoon text

is conect in its asertion that these groups

were "worse than slavery"? Explain.

Compromise of 1877
Former general Ulysses S. Grant became president in 1869. Scandals and
economic pressures damaged his administration. In the 1870s, Democrats
began to regain power in the South. The 1876 presidential election pitted
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes against Democrat Samuel Tilden. On Election
Day,20 electoral votes were disputed, including 19 in the three Southern
states controlled by Republicans. The Compromis e of I877 emerged.
Historians are not sure if a deal really took place, but the compromise
reportedly included a promise to pull federal troops out of the South in
return for a Republican victory. This did in fact happen within a month of
Hayes taking office; however, it is also true that the nation and Republican
leaders were ready to end Reconstruction.

Z nrnorruc PRoGREss cHEcK

ldentifying What steps were taken during Reconstruction to rebuild the South and
preserve the rights of African Americans?

Connections to 

-
TonRv

Ending the Civil War was
about more than bringing
the former Confederate
states back into the Union. It
was also about helping freed
African Americans transition
from enslavement to freedom.
Increased education was key
in this effort. Florida A& M
University traces its origins
back to 1887. Originally
named the State Normal
College for Colored Students,
the schoolb first president
was Thomas DeSaille Tucker,
an attorney. Tucker was only
the second teacher at the
school and presided over its
first fourteen years. The
school became Floridas
land-granl college for African
Americans and received
financial aid from the
Morrill Land Grant Act.
Today,FloridaA&M
continues the tradition of
educating African Americans
as one of the premier
historically black institutions
ofhigher education in the
United States.9
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Reviewing Uocabulary
1. Exploining Who were the scalawags?

Using Your Notes
2, Sequencing Use the notes you completed during the lesson to

sequence the main events ofthe civil war and Reconstruction.

Answering the 6uiding Questions
3, Assessing What were the advantages and disadvantages for the

North and the South at the start ofthe war?

4. Analyzing Cause ond Effed When did the war change from a

battle over preserving the Union to a warto end slavery?What

caused this change?

5. Understanding Historical lnterpretotion Why were Vicksburg

and Gettysburg turning points in the war?

6. Moking Connections What important decisions had to be made

concerning the fate ofthe seceded states and the rights ofthose

freed from slavery?

Writing Adivity
7. INFORMAIIVE/EXPIANAIORY Write a short essay explaining the

effects ofthe three Reconstruction Amendments and how they

continue to shape the United States today.
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