
3

E

Academic Uocabulary

. inspectors . eliminate

. significantly

Content Uocabulary

. weapons of mass
destruction (WMD)

TAKIiI6 NOIES:

Key ldeasand Detoils

Organizing As you read, use the

following graphic organizer to show the

different groups in lraq.
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IT MATTERS BTcRusT
After the ottocks of September 'l 1, 2O01, lJ.S. forces
invaded Afghaniston, the Central Asian nation that had
sheltered many al-Qaedo members.ln 2003, troops
invoded lraq and toppled the regime of Soddam Hussein.

The Taliban and WMD
G U r D r N G e u Esl oN W hy d id the U nited States wont to overthrow the Toliban regime?

Soon after the September 11 attacks, the United States launched a war
in Afghanistan to bring down the Taliban regime that had sheltered
Osama bin Laden and other members of al-Qaeda. U.S. warplanes
bombed Taliban forces as the United States began sending military
aid to the Northern Alliance, a coalition of Afghan groups that had
been fighting the Taliban for several years. The U.S. bombing campaign
quickly shattered the Taliban's defenses, and the Northern Alliance
launched a massive attack. In December 2001, the Taliban government
fell, and surviving members fled to the mountains of Afghanistan.
Afghanistan slowly began to recover from decades of war.

Rebuilding Afghanistan
After the Taliban fled, the United States and its allies helped local
Afghan leaders create a new government. Meanwhile, thousands
ofU.S. and allied troops arrived to act as peacekeepers. In 2003
NATO took command of the peacekeeping. Afghanistan held its
first nationwide democratic election in December 2004, and Hamid
Karzai was elected president. One year later, the Afghan people
elected a National Assembly. Despite these successes, Afghanistan
continued to suffer from violence. The U.S. military has remained
in Afghanistan in an effort to help stabilize the country.

The Search for Bin Laden
U.S. intelligence agencies believed Osama bin Laden had fled to
Pakistan. Reports in the summer of 2010 suggested he was hiding
north of Pakistan's capital city of Islamabad. In May 2011, bin Laden's
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Hamid Karzai(1957-)

Hamid Karzaiwas elected president

in Afghanistan's first democratic

election on 0ctober 9, 2004. He

had worked to remove the Taliban

and ir supporters from Afghanistan.

ln 2001, parti(ipants ofthe
UN*ponsored Bonn Conference

elected him Chairman of the

lnterim Administration. He was

then elected President ofthe

Transitional Government on

June 13,2002, by members of

the Emergency Loya Jirga (grand

council). Karzai had been a strong

proponent of establishing a Loya

Jirga, believing it to be the only

way to resolve the differences

among the various Afghan factions.

Though there have been charges of
(orruption in his administration,

as president, Karzai has been an

advocate of human rights and has

appointed several women to

his cabinet.
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exact location was verified and President Obama ordered U.S. troops to attack.

Bin Laden was killed after abrief fight and DNA tests verified his identity.
President Obama announced to the nation that "justice has been donel'

Tracking Down Al-Qaeda
Former President George W. Bush responded to bin Laden's death by
reminding the nation that "the fight against terror goes on, but . . . [n]o
matter how long it takes, justice will be done." During the almost decade-

long search for bin Laden, the U.S. and its allies captured or killed
hundreds of al-Qaeda members. In 2003 Pakistani and U.S. forces

captured Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, the man suspected of planning the
September 11 attacks. Between 2002 and 2006, the U.S. government
believes to have prevented at least 10 major al-Qaeda attacks, including at

least three on the United States and two on Great Britain.

lraq and Weapons of Mass Destruction
The terrorist attacks of g lll showed that groups such as al-Qaeda were

determined to kill as many Americans as possible. President Bush and his
advisers were deeply concerned that terrorists might acquire weapons of
mass destruction (WMD)-including nuclear, chemical, and biological
weapons-that could kill large numbers of people all at once.

During the Cold War, the United States relied upon a policy of deterrence

to prevent the use of such weapons. The rise of state-sponsored terrorism
created a new problem. If a nation secretly gave weapons to terrorists who
then used them against the United States, the U.S. military might not know
whom to attack in response to their use.

The"Axis of Evil"
In his 2002 State of the Union address, President Bush warned that an
"axis of evil" made up of lraq, Iran, and North Korea posed a grave threat.
Each nation had been known to sponsor terrorism and was suspected of
developing weapons of mass destruction. Bush warned that the United
States "will not permit the world's most dangerous regimes to threaten us

with the worldt most destructive weapons."
The president and his advisers believed Iraq to be the most immediate

danger. It had used chemical weapons against the Kurds, an ethnic group

in northern Iraq. After the 1991 Gulf War, UN inspectors found evidence

that Iraq had developed biological weapons and had been working on a

nuclear bomb. Between 1991 and 1998, Iraq appeared to be hiding weaPons

of mass destruction from UN inspectors. In 1998 the Iraqi Sovernment
expelled the inspectors. In response, President Clinton ordered a massive

bombing attack on Iraq to destroy its ability to make such weapons. Despite

the attack, intelligence agencies continued to believe Iraq was hiding
weapons of mass destruction.

An Ultimatum to lraq
Ln2002 President Bush decided to deal with Iraq. On September 12, he

asked the United Nations for a new resolution against Iraq' If Iraq's

dictator, Saddam Hussein, wanted peace, he would have to give up lraq's

weapons of mass destruction, readmit the UN weapons inspectors, stop

supporting terrorism, and stop oppressing his people. Although he was

asking the United Nations to pass a resolution, the president made it clear

that the United States would act with or without UN support. Bush asked

> CRITICAL THINKING
Drowing Conclusions Why do you

think Hamid Karzai was elected

president of Afghanistan?

l

weapons of mass
destruction (WMD)
weapons-including nuclear,

chemical, and biological-capable
of killing large numbers of people

all at once

inspector a person appointed

to examine facilities, usually in

search of specific items, in regard to

safety or quality

506

,E

;

p

E

E

3

p

5



Congress to authorize the use of force against Iraq, which it
United Nations approved a new resolution against Iraq that
"serious consequences" if Iraq did not comply.

Z Renorruc PRocREss cHEcK

ldentifying Why did President Bush call lraq, lran, and North Korea the "axis of evil"?

Confronting lraq
G u r D r NG eu E srro N W hat foctors led to the U.S. invasion of haq?

In November 2002,Iraq agreed to readmit UN weapons inspectors. It
then submitted a statement admitting it had weapons of mass destruction
before the Gulf War, but denying it currently had them. Secretary of State
Colin Powell said that Iraq's declaration contained lies and was in
"material breach" of the UN resolution.

As the United States and a coalition of some 30 nations prepared
for war with Iraq, others in the UN Security Council argued that the
inspectors should be given more time to find evidence of Iraq's WMD
programs. By March 2003, inspectors still had found nothing, and the
United States began pressing the United Nations to authorize the use
of force.

France and Russia, two UN Security Council members with veto
power, refused to back such a resolution. As war became imminent,
world opinion divided between those who supported the United States
and those who opposed an attack on Iraq. Around the world, antiwar
protesters staged rallies and marches. Several nations that had
supported the United States in its war on terror and had sent troops to
Afghanistan-including France, Germany, and Canada-refused to join
the coalition against lraq. Saudi Arabia and Turkey-both American
allies-refused to allow the United States to attack Iraq from their
territories. The only nation bordering Iraq that granted permission to
use its territory was Kuwait.

The lnvasion Begins
On March 20,2003, the U.S.-led coalition forces attacked Iraq. More
than 150,000 U.S. troops, some 45,000 British troops, as well as a few
hundred special forces from Australia and Poland took part in the
invasion. Much of the Iraqi army dissolved as soldiers refused to risk
their lives for Saddam Hussein. A few fierce battles took place, but the
Iraqis were unable to slow the coalition advance significantly. On
May 1, President Bush declared that the major combat was over. About
140 Americans and several thousand Iraqis had died. Hussein was
captured in late 2003. After a prolonged trial, an Iraqi court found him
guilty of ordering mass executions. He was executed in 2006.

lnsurgents and Reconstruction
Soon after the coalition took control of the country, small groups of
Iraqis began staging bombings, sniper attacks, and sporadic battles
against coalition forces. Some carrying out the attacks were former
members of Saddam Husseins military. Others were affiliated with
al-Qaeda and other radical Muslim groups who believed the invasion
offered a chance to build support in the Muslim world by organizing
resistance to the United States. Militias belonging to the different
religious and ethnic groups in Iraq also carried out some attacks.

did. Later, the
threatened

significantly in a waythat is

important enough to have an effect

The war in lraq relied heavily on

advanced technology. U.5. forces

used new tools surh as remote-

controlled drone bombers and

laser-guided pointers to precisely

target enemy bunkers.

> CRITICAT THINKING
lnterpreting What advantages

does this soldier seem to have over

the enemy?
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eliminate to remove or get

rid of

ln 2005 lraqis were able to vote in their

first free elections.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Predicting hnsequences Will regular

elections lead to a more stable national

government in lraq?

Despite problems of lingering violence

and uncertainty, many began to rebuild

a shattered lraq.

> CRITICAL THINKING
Defending What was the most important

U.S. accomplishment in lraq? Why?
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The majority of lraq's population is Shia Muslim, but there is also a

Iarge Sunni Muslim minority. The Sunni are themselves divided between
Sunni Arabs, who ruled the country under Saddam Hussein's leadership,
and Sunni Kurds. The collapse of Hussein's dictatorship renewed old
hostilities among these groups, forcing coalition troops to protect them
from attacks from each other's militias.

Having aimed to overthrow a tyrant and eliminate the possibility of
weapons of mass destruction being given to terrorists, the United States

found itself trying to suppress an insurgency, prevent a civil war, and
establish a new Iraqi government. The United States and its allies spent
more than $30 billion to improve infrastructure, but insurgent attacks
slowed these efforts. Despite the problems, Iraq's economy began to grow
rapidly and a substantial improvement in living standards took place.

U.S. policy makers now faced a dilemma. If they pulled troops out too soon,
Iraq might fall into civil war and provide a safe haven and breeding ground for
terrorist groups. At the same time, the longer the United States stayed, the more
its presence might stir resentment and support for terrorist groups. The best

solution seemed to be to get a functioning, democratic Iraqi government in
place as quickly as possible and then train its forces to take over the country's
security. To do this, in |anuary 2005, the Iraqi people went to the polls in huge

numbers for the first free elections in their country's history. After much debate,

voters then overwhelmingly approved a new constitution in October 2005.

Problems in lraq
Many Americans were encouraged when large numbers of Iraqis turned out
to vote in democratic elections, but hope for peace in Iraq soon faded. Many
Americans had expected the war to end quickly, but between 2003 and 2006,

insurgents killed more than 3,000 U.S. soldiers. As the fighting dragged on,
support for the war began to decline. Also, the failure to find any WMD
added to growing controversy as to whether the war had been a mistake.

The elections were followed by a rise in sectarian violence as Sunni
and Shia militias turned against each other. Ongoing suicide bombings,
kidnappings, and attacks on U.S. soldiers set a majority of Americans
against the war. As a New York Times editorial argued:

@
55 lraq is becoming a country that America should be ashamed to support, let alone occupy. The nation

as a whole is sliding closer to open civil war. ln its capital, thugs kidnap and torture innocent civilians

with impunity, then murder them for their religious beliefs. . , . The stories about innocent homeowners

and storekeepers who are dragged from their screaming families and killed by . . . militias are heartbreaking,

as is the thought that the United States, in its hubris, helped bring all this to pass. rt

-from 
the N ew York Times, April 2, 2006
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Democrats demanded the president set a timetable for withdrawing U.S.
troops, a policy that President Bush described as "cut and run."

Troops Surge to lraq
In 2006 Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld resigned, and President
Bush appointed Robert Gates to replace him. Bush then announced a plan
to send a "surge" of some 20,000 more troops to Iraq to restore order in
Baghdad, where the violence was concentrated. With the additional surge
of troops, General David Petraeus began clearing and holding areas of
Baghdad that had been plagued by crime and insurgent attacks. His forces
also began reaching out to Sunni groups in western Iraq that had been
opposed to the American presence.

In the western province of Anbar, a militant group known as al-Qaeda
in Iraq (AQI) was trying to impose a militant version of Islam through
murder and intimidation. The Sunni groups in that area began working with
U.S. forces to fight AQI. These actions helped change the course of the war.

By the fall of 2008, violence in Iraq had been dramatically reduced.
Coalition forces had handed over control of 12 of Iraq's 18 provinces to the
Iraqi government and coalition casualties were lower than at any time since
the war began in 2003. In August 2010, Operation Iraqi Freedom officially
ended as the number of U.S. troops remaining in Iraq was reduced to about
50,000. Their job was primarily to train Iraqi troops.

Z Rrnorruc pnocness cxecx

Summarizing What dilemmas did the United States face if troops were pulled out of
lraq too soon?

Reviewing Uocabulary
1, Defining What are weapons of mass destruction?

2, Comparing ond Contrasting What is the difference between

terrorism and state-sponsored terrorism?

UsingYour Notes
3, Exploining Review the notes you have taken describing the

different groups in lraq. Ihen explain why the fighting continued in

lraq after President Bush declared the major combat was over.

A U.5. Army soldier plays soccer with

lraqi children while on patrol in Baghdad.

> CRITICAT THINKING
Defending Was Operation lraqi

Freedom a success? Why or why not?

Answering the Guiding Questions
4. Summorizing Why did the United States want to overthrow the

Taliban regime?

5. ldentifying What factors led to the U.5. invasion of lraq?

WiltingAdivity
6. NARRATIVE Suppose that you are an lraqi who has recently

voted in your first election. Write a journal entry that explains how

you feel following your vote.
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