
Abstract 

The Common Core State Standards (CC) and College Preparatory Mathematics (CPM) are 

facing scrutiny because one is a new mathematics curriculum that has not been previously tested 

nor used and the other is a group effort approach to teaching and learning (also unproven and 

untested). The researchers read through 16 articles to gather background knowledge on the CC 

and CPM. This review of the literature showed similar sentiments to what the researchers had 

anticipated going into their study: that people are split on the effectiveness of CC and CPM. In 

addition, the researchers gave a survey to every math student and to every math teacher at a 

suburban high school in Ohio. The researchers drew several conclusions from these surveys. 

They concluded that the teacher’s opinions were mostly positive and pro-CC/CPM. This means 

that most teachers anticipate that the CC/CPM will have a positive effect on the students and 

reflect well on the district. However, the surveys abundantly showed that the students were 

mostly negative and anti-CC/CPM in their opinions. The surveys also showed that students, in 

general, are confused about the difference between CC and CPM, and that their negative 

opinions may be more directed at the group work component of CPM and not so much CC as a 

whole. Lastly, a good majority of students felt that the CC/CPM is not helping them learn more 

effectively. This project is designed to inspire future researchers to dig deeper into the labyrinth 

that is CC and CPM and to more thoroughly assess the impact such changes are having on the 

mathematics curriculum both locally and across the country. 

 


