


Please note:

The guy who canõt get the ViewSonic in 

his classroom to work is 100% NOT 

promoting the use of Artificial 

Intelligence in schools.

He is also NOT serving as a District 

spokesperson for A.I.

This is just some of the things

heõs doing to help his classes

handle the rise of A.I.



òThe real problem with humanity is the 

following:

We have Paleolithic emotions, Medieval 

institutions, and God - like technology.

It is terrifically dangerous, and it is

now approaching a point of crisis 

overall.ó

Edward O. Wilson
Social Biologist (1929 - 2021)





Integrating òtechnologyó into the 

classroom has been around since the 

abacus. Remember the overhead 

projector?

For those of us in this profession when 

the òWorld Wide Webó was still called 

the òWorld Wide Webó, we remember the

absolute importance behind teaching 

students HOW to use it.

.com vs. .edu / .gov / .org

Ex: White House (2000) ðwhoops!

Wikipedia anyone?



Under the same umbrella as teaching 

students HOWto use the Internet, a 

similar need presents itself with A.I.

Providing students with parameters when 

theyõre using A.I. is also CRUCIAL 

since the adage that òif itõs on the 

Internet, it must be trueó is exactly 

why you had to unfollow your Aunt on 

Facebook.

For the òyouõre just being

paranoidó crowd, (a) probably &                 

(b) hereõs an unnerving example.



After writing my 

lecture on the 

Iran - American 

War, I wanted to 

see how Gemini

reported the 

conflict. 



I was curious to 

see how my info 

(from a variety 

of sources) 

stacked up 

against Geminiõs 

version of 

events.



Gemini provided 

me with 

incredibly 

detailed stuff 

about the Iran -

American War, 

including 

casualties.



As I read Geminiõsanswers, I kept 

going back to my lecture. Nothing was 

adding up. The USS Savannah was 

attacked by Iran & 32 American sailors 

were killed ?

You mean the USS Savannah (CL - 42) that 

was attacked by the Luftwaffe in 1943? 

I mean, there is another USS Savannah

(LCS-28), but itõs stationed in 

Portland, Oregon currently undergoing 

maintenance.



Operation Sentinelõs Hammer? Wait. 

What? Did you mean Operation Midnight 

Hammer? Operation Epic Fury ?

Iran fired missiles at U.S. bases in 

Jordan & Iraq, killing 11 ? I mean, the 

Iranian - backed militia Kataib Hezbollah 

launched a drone strike against Tower 

22 in Jordan (killing 3 U.S. 

servicemen)é but that was in 2024 . Iran 

launched missiles against U.S. bases in 

Iraqé in 2020 .



There was one 

slight issue 

with Geminiõs

answers.

They were 100% 

fabricated .



I shamed Gemini

& pushed back 

when it tried to 

blame me for a 

òWhat if?ó that 

I never gave it. 

Then I shamed it 

more.



òDangerously disconnected 

from reality.ó



I shamed Gemini

some more. It 

tried to be 

òapologeticóé 

but A.I. doesnõt 

know what that 

means. 



Unlike when we had to show students how 

to find reliable sources on the òWorld 

Wide Webó, A.I. is a different beast 

since all of us are, essentially, 

FEEDING A.I. (Itõs Wikipedia without 

their constant pledge drives.)

Since not everyone is well - versed in 

WWII ship names or follows current 

events longer than it takes to cross 

the street, digesting what A.I. gives 

us as 100% FACT is an unmitigated 

catastrophe.





Am I allowed to 

use A.I. in

Dr. Hartnellõs 

history class?



YES!
Well, sorta. Keep readingé

Dr. Hartnell_



For most 

projects, as 

well as help on 

notes, test 

review, and 

outlines, A.I. 

WILL be 

permitted.

Dr. Hartnell_



That being said, 

there are 

instances where 

A.I. is 100% NOT

permittedé so 

pay closely to 

those prompts!

Dr. Hartnell_



Dr. Hartnellõs American History Class

Monday: In -class òWork Dayó. Used to get caught up on 

missing lectures or work on the Weekly Assignment.

Tuesday : Lecture.

Wednesday : Lecture.

Thursday : Lecture.

Friday : Lecture. Weekly assignments due by 2:05pm EST.

Weekly Assignments:

Week 1 = 3 Common Lits (30 pts)

Week 2 = 1 Mini - Project (25 pts)

Week 3 = 1 Movie Review (20 pts)

Week 4 = 1 Big Project (50 pts)

Week 5 = Test Pt. 1 ðObjective (50 pts)

Week 5 = Test Pt. 2 ð Blue Book (50 pts)



How to use A.I. 

for òLectures & 

Lessonsó in

Dr. Hartnellõs 

history class_



Hereõs how A.I. 

can be used to 

help you with 

notes/outlines 

for class 

lectures .



For example, to 

access the class 

lectures/notes, go 

to the class 

website:

DrHartnell.com

Once there, click 

on the course in 

which you are 

enrolled.



Once to the 

landing page for 

your course, 

click on the 

unit youõre 

studying.

In this example, 

letõs use òUnit 

#3: Ka- Boom to 

Bust ó. Click on 

the tab.



Once to Unit 

#3õs landing 

page, click on 

the òLectures & 

Lessonsó tab.



Once to the 

òLectures & 

Lessonsó landing 

page, click on 

the òLecture #4ó 

tab.



Once òLecture 

#4ó has opened 

up, click the 

download button.



Open a new tab & go 

to Google; type in 

òGoogle Geminió & 

search.

Click on the result 

& log in with your 

school account (or 

any Gmail account).

Gemini



Click the + sign to add files. 

Select òLecture #4ó. Type the 

following in the prompt :

Create an outline for the 

attached lecture. Break it 

into key terms, events, 

battles, court cases, and 

people. Be sure to provide 

details FROM ONLY THIS LECTURE 

(and not elsewhere) for the 

key terms, events, battles, 

court cases, and people. 

Include the slide number for 

all information you pull.

Gemini



The entire lecture is now broken into 

key terms, etc. WITH slide numbers. 

Click this button to òExport

to Docsó.



Gemini

Again, if I didnõt already 

provide you with a Test Review 

Guide (which I do), this would 

be a good way to create one. 

As long as you prompt it to 

ONLY pull from the uploaded 

lecture, the info will be what 

is discussed in class and not 

randomly from the Internet.

We mimic this by writing down 

the key words in red during 

lecture. Still, for some, 

using òCTRL + Fó to search 

within the lectures might

be faster.



ChatGPT

Open a new tab & go 

to Google; type in 

òChatGPTó & search.

Click on the result 

and log in if you 

have an account.

NOTE: I am NOT promoting that 

you create an account or 

purchase an upgrade.



Click the + sign to add files. 

Select òLecture #4ó. Type the 

following in the prompt :

Create an outline for the 

attached lecture. Break it 

into key terms, events, 

battles, court cases, and 

people. Be sure to provide 

details FROM ONLY THIS LECTURE 

(and not elsewhere) for the 

key terms, events, battles, 

court cases, and people. 

Include the slide number for 

all information you pull.

ChatGPT



The entire lecture is now broken into 

key terms, etc. WITH slide numbers. 

Scroll to the bottom to

download it as a PDF .



ChatGPT

Again, if I didnõt already 

provide you with a Test Review 

Guide (which I do), this would 

be a good way to create one. 

As long as you prompt it to 

ONLY pull from the uploaded 

lecture, the info will be what 

is discussed in class and not 

randomly from the Internet.

We mimic this by writing down 

the key words in red during 

lecture. Still, for some, 

using òCTRL + Fó to search 

within the lectures might

be faster.



This has been a tremendous tool for 

students with 504 and IEP plans.

When I lecture, students write the 

notes in notebooks by copying the key 

words in red . At the start of the year, 

there are a lot of red words. As we 

move through the course, I put fewer 

and fewer red words up as I lecture. 

The hope is students can pick out the 

key info without needing the red

words by the end of the year.

(Take off the training wheels.)



Å1 famous volunteer cavalry

unit was mix of cowboys, 

miners & law officers; called

ñRough Ridersò.

ÅRaised by Teddy Roosevelt 

(age 39); TR took command 

as colonel (worried war would 

be over before he got there).

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR



Still, this can be a daunting task for 

my 504 and IEP students.

What Iõm able to do now is feed Gemini 

or ChatGPT my lectures in PDFs (which 

students have access to) and ask it to 

separate out the words in RED.

In a matter of seconds, I have a 

document that mimics the notes.

This is a life saver for my

504 and IEP students (and me).



Teaching ESL World History classes has 

been an eye - opening experience.

I tell them what theyõre doing would be 

like dropping me in Madrid and teaching 

me European Historyé in Spanish. 

( Vosotros !!!) Needless to say, Iõm 

impressed by them on a daily basis.

Some of the tools used in there

(and used by ESL students in my

mainstreamed classes) are now

used in all of my classes. 



One of those tools is Google 

NotebookLM .

Of all the platforms and features that 

A.I. can do, Google NotebookLM is, by 

far, the most comprehensive and 

helpful.

An ESL student in my honors course

was the one who showed me how to

use Google NotebookLM .

FYI : I do not own stock in Google 

NotebookLM .



Notebook

Open a new tab & go to 

Google; type in 

òNotebookLMó & search.

Click on the result.

You do NOT need a pro -

account to use 

NotebookLM. Click on the 

òTry NotebookLMó button 

to use the free

version.



Notebook

Once to the main screen, 

upload any lectureõs PDF.

For this example, I 

uploaded the lecture  

AH3.06 (about the end of 

World War I).

Once loaded, NotebookLM

will automatically give it 

a òtitleó (such as 

òFlanders Field and the 

Wilson Stewardshipó). The 

title doesnõt matter.



Notebook

On the right side, youõll find 

9 options. These include:

1. Audio Overview

2. Video Overview

3. Mind Map

4. Reports

5. Flashcards

6. Quiz

7. Infographic

8. Slide Deck

9. Data Table

Everything is available in 50+

languages!



1. Audio Overview : NotebookLM will generate a podcast that 

summarizes the material you fed it using A.I. - narrators.

2. Video Overview : NotebookLM generates a narrated video 

presentation of the material you fed it, using A.I. - created slides 

that incorporate important text, images, etc. from your uploaded 

documents. 

3. Mind Map : NotebookLM generates a visual diagram that organizes 

the key info and relationships between topics from the material you 

fed it.

4. Reports : NotebookLM generates customizable, professional reports 

based on the material you fed it.

5. Flashcards : NotebookLM generates virtual flashcards from the 

material you fed it, typically with a question/definition on one 

side and the answer on the other side.

Notebook Features (Pt. 1)



6. Quiz : NotebookLM generates interactives quizzes based on the 

material you fed it.

7. Infographic : NotebookLM generates a 1 - page, customizable visual 

representation of the material you fed it. This feature helps make 

data and complex concepts easier to understand at a glance.

8. Slide Deck : NotebookLM turns the material you fed it into a full 

Google Slide - like presentation using Board Deck.

9. Data Table : NotebookLM allows you to extract and organize data 

from the material you fed it (similar to Google Sheets) for easier 

analysis and comparison.

Play around with each feature to see 

what works best for you!

Notebook Features (Pt. 2)



Notebook

For instance, if you click 

on the button labeled 

òAudio Overviewó, 

NotebookLM will create a 6 -

12 minute podcast of the 

lecture (depending on the 

length of the lecture).

There are 2 A.I. hosts 

discussing ONLY the 

contents you fed it in 

classic back - and - forth 

banter. You are able to 

download the podcast.



Notebook

If you click on the button 

labeled òVideo Overviewó, 

NotebookLM will create a 

narrated video presentation 

of the material you fed it, 

using A.I. - created slides 

that incorporate important 

text, images, etc. from 

your uploaded documents. 

You are able to download 

the presentation.



The ability for students to take 

material from my class, upload it to 

NotebookLM , and turn it into podcasts 

and visual presentations AND translate 

it into 50+ languages blew my mind.

Students (in any class) that are absent 

for a week can now upload missed 

lectures into NotebookLM and have

it make a podcast they can

listen to in order to get

caught up.



Letõs not forget the fact that if I 

know Iõve got to be absent from school, 

I could take the lecture/lesson I was 

going to give that day, turn it into a 

podcast, download it, and send it to my 

students to listen to the day Iõm out.

This way, when I return, we can

pick right up without losing 

missing a beat.

Woah.



Again, I do NOT pretend to have the 

answers when it comes to using A.I.

I have ZERO idea how to combat A.I. 

when it comes to essays or reports 

written outside of class. Other than 

getting to know your students and their 

writing well enough so as to identify 

when things are òoffó, I do NOT know .

If my students use A.I. when

itõs not permitted, they are

disciplined accordingly.



1st Offense : If itõs a studentõs first 

offense using A.I. in my class, they 

receive a 0 for the assignment with an 

opportunity to re - do it for up to 50% 

of its original value. This is 

documented in PowerSchool. I speak with 

the student and reach out to their 

guardians (and loop Admin in to whatõs 

happening). A detention is NOT

assigned.

I treat this as a very valuable 

teachable moment, especially for 

freshmen.



2nd Offense : If itõs a studentõs second 

offense using A.I. in my class, they 

receive a 0 for the assignment and lose 

any opportunity to re - do it. This is 

documented in PowerSchool. I speak with 

the student and reach out to their 

guardians (and loop Admin in to whatõs 

happening). A detention is assigned.

It is SO important to document

offenses with A.I. in PowerSchool to 

help all of us have those HARD 

conversations.



How to use A.I. 

to help you with 

outlines for Blue 

Book Exams in

Dr. Hartnellõs 

history class_



Hereõs how A.I. 

can be used to 

help you with 

outlines for

Blue Book Exams .



My honors students take 2 - day tests.

The first day is the objective test 

(matching, multiple choice, etc.). The 

second day is the Blue Book Exam.

At the start of each unit, the honors 

students receive the 3 prompts for

the Blue Book Exam.

On test day, they receive 1 of

the 3 prompts to write in

their Blue Books.



Question
1-B

We are a product of our history ï even the history we

donôtlike to talk about . Learning the history of the

United States cannot happen without understanding the

role slavery played in the economic, political, and

social development of the nation . Slavery, and its

byproduct of racism, influenced the language of the

U. S. Constitution and affected foreign policy and

swayed elections for over a century . Americans must

understand this symbiotic relationship and grasp the

reality that slavery caused racism, not the other way

around . While slavery in the U. S. legally ended on

December 6, 1865 with the ratification of the 13 th

Amendment, racism did not . Racism is a historical

invention and has a ñtimelineò. Trace the roots of

global slavery and the racism it begot, focusing on the

four sizeable and overlapping slave trade operations

(Trans - Saharan, Indian Ocean, Red Sea, and Trans -

Atlantic) . Lastly, is calling slavery ñAmericaôs

original sinòdismissive of the deeper issue? Be sure

to cite historical evidence to justify your answer .



Because they donõt know which prompt 

theyõll receive, itõs suggested that 

they craft outlines to help prepare.

Additionally, theyõre encouraged to 

discuss their outlines with me.

Since they have to write their answers 

during class, for the 25 years

that Iõve done these kinds of

in - class essays, I recommend

they try to work together on

making outlines.



We do some work (as a class) on 

outlines, how to set them up, and where 

to get their info (the lectures).

The students that are the most 

successful in my honors courses are the 

ones that meet with me to go over their 

outlines prior to their exam.

However, the number of students

that do this has dwindled over

the years. As a result, grades

have continued to drop.



Since I donõt want to move away from 

Blue Books (the value of knowing how to 

write and express your thoughts and 

ideas is paramount to creating 

functioning members of society), I 

tinkered around with A.I. and tried 

creating outlines for the different 

Blue Book prompts.

VERY specific parameters have to be fed 

to A.I. in order to get a

reasonable outline and not a

doctoral thesis.



With students still having to write 

their Blue Books during class and by 

hand (not on a Chromebook and not at 

home), I see some potential.

Some potential. Not THE answer.

Many students are hesitant to speak 

with me without a complete outline. 

Thatõs not the point of our discussion. 

Itõs to see where theyõre at, where 

they need help, and what steps

come next.



There is (some) potential for A.I. to 

assist my students with these outlines.

This gives them a STARTING POINT to 

come see me and eliminates a major road 

block that had prevented that 

previously.

However, this is NOT as easy as telling 

A.I. to òmake me an outlineó. This

took some finessing despite setting 

numerous parameters for the kind of 

outline to produce.



A LOT of editing is still needed.

The value that I see comes in helping 

the students pare down their behemoth 

outlines. Whatõs important? What can be 

cut? What needs to be added? Is it in 

the correct order? 

Many of my students that used A.I. for 

an outline now have a better grasp as 

to HOW to do one and donõt feel

the need to use A.I. again. 



As a result, these students are 

starting to see A.I. as a handy tool 

for assistance rather than the be - all 

and end - all source they assumed it was .

Instead of stressing about writing an 

outline (or shutting down because they 

donõt know where to start), they can 

focus on LEARNING the material well 

enough to perform to the best of their 

ability DURING CLASS on the Blue

Book Exam.



Gemini

Want to create an outline 

for Blue Book Question 3 - A? 

Download the 6 lectures 

that cover World War I. Add 

those files to Gemini. In 

the prompt, type thisé

Using the material ONLY FROM THE 

SLIDES of the uploaded lectures, 

create a 7 - paragraph essay outline 

(including an introduction paragraph 

with an underlined thesis, 5 body 

paragraphs, a concluding paragraph, 

and cite from which lecture your 

material/answer came from throughout) 

for this question: [copy & paste in 

the BB 3 - A question]



Add additional prompts to get it 

organized to your liking. Export when 

done. It is FAR from perfect,

but itõs a start!



Gemini

Again, this outline isnõt a 

guaranteed òA+ó on your 

Blue Book Exam. However, it 

can serve as a fantastic 

STARTING point if youõre 

stuck.

Asking Gemini to provide 

the specific lecture from 

which the material came is 

ideal when going back 

through to edit it.

Remember! YOU still have to 

write this in the actual 

Blue Book !



How to use A.I. 

to help you with 

your Mini -

Projects in

Dr. Hartnellõs 

history class_



Hereõs how A.I. 

can be used to 

help you with 

your Mini -

Projects .





DISCLAIMER: Any use of A.I. requires 

the inclusion of 3 key pieces of 

information in your project before you 

submit/share it.

This material needs to be placed in a 

slide or in a page at the end of your 

presentation/document. In order to 

receive credit, you must include the 

following:



1. Which A.I. platform(s) did you use? 

(Google Gemini, ChatGPT, etc.)

2. What was the prompt you originally 

asked/fed A.I. for the project you chose? 

(You can take a screenshot of your prompt and 

paste it into a slide.)

3. What additional edits did you ask A.I. to 

make to get your project where you wanted it 

to be? Were there historical mistakes?

Were there grammatical/spelling issues? (You 

can take a screenshot of your follow - up 

prompts and paste them into a slide.)



Remember! You are still responsible for 

putting it all into a coherent, creative, and 

easy - to - follow presentation that demonstrates 

your mastery of the material.

NOTE: If you did NOT use A.I. for your 

project, you still need to include a 

slide/page at the end that simply states òI 

did not use A.I. for this project.ó (Thereõs 

no need to lie since youõre actually allowed 

to use A.I. on most projects!)



IMPORTANT!!! Specific 

requirements for each project 

can be found on their 

corresponding Mini - Project 

pages on the class website. 

Only the descriptions and use 

of A.I. are discussed in this 

packet.

Buté to emphasizeé absolutely 

NO profanity, sexual 

innuendos, or offensive 

slang/jargon will be 

tolerated in any of the 

projects (even for historical 

context). Using such WILL

result in disciplinary steps 

being taken.





This is an A.I. -

generated movie poster 

that I made about the 

Battle of Bunker Hill. 

I fed A.I. the name of 

the film, the tagline, 

the names of the actors 

(actual soldiers at the 

battle), and used my 

name as the director. 

A.I. gave me this 

version.

At first glance, itõs 

pretty sweet looking!



However, this needs some 

editing for historical 

accuracy. The weapon heõs 

holding is a WWI - era rife. 

The Betsy Ross flag in the 

background didnõt exist at 

the time of this battle.

It is YOUR responsibility to 

make sure A.I. - generated 

info/images are as 

historically accurate as 

possible. Don't blindly trust 

what A.I. kicks back to you! 

Lazy A.I. usage is ill -

advised AND dangerous ! You 

need to cross - reference A.I. 

with non - A.I. sources and 

make additional edits before 

submitting your assignment. 

Historically inaccurate 

submissions WILL

lose points! 



A.I. made the first 

change I asked, which 

was to switch out the 

WWI- era rifle for a 

sword. The sword 

shown here works... 

but it looks òoffó. 

Too Medieval. The 

flag in the 

background is still 

wrong (that version 

didnõt appear at the 

battle in 1775.)

More edits neededé


