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Why is history important?
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Å Study & interpretation of 

societies.

Å Interpretation plays huge 

role in how history recorded.

Å Age, ethnicity, religion, 

country, etc. impacts how we 

interpret events (Terrorist vs. 

Freedom Fighter vs. Patriot).

HISTORY



POV matters



ñWhat kind of American?ò



Å Which way does typical 

world map face? 

Å Does worldôs ñnorth upò 

culture affect perception of 

what is valuable/superior?

Å It hasnôt always been this 

wayé

HISTORY



Something feels ñoffòé



Still ñoffòé why?



Back to ñnormalòé why?



ñWorld turned upside downò





Look more ñnormalò?



Å South ñon topò was norm in 

early Islamic maps to depict 

Muslim cultures north of 

Mecca.

Å Other maps had east ñon 

topò since sun rises in that 

direction.

HISTORY



Å During 12th Century, 

compass adopted in Europe 

for navigation, so north ñon 

topò became vogue.

Å NOTE: 12th Century is 1100s;  

(12 - 1 = 11 + Hundreds).

Å Europe became center of 

map-making world in 1400s.

HISTORY



Latitude lineup



Actual size of Japan



U.S. & Asia



Actual size of Alaska & Hawaii



County ñTetrisò



Great Wall of Chinaé in Europe



Å Word history comes from 

Greek word ñhistoriaò: 

ñaccount of oneôs inquiriesò.

Å Shares same origin as 

English word ñstoryò.
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Fish ñtaleò



Fish ñtaleò



Å Term ñhistoryò NOT used to 

represent entire history of 

human species.

Å Earth is (at least) 4.6B yrs 

old; if squeezed all of Earthôs 

history into 1 calendar yr, this 

is what youôd get:

HISTORY



Å 4B yrs (Precambrian) last 

from Jan. Ą late Nov.

Å Vast majority of what we 

know about Earth wouldnôt 

happen until Dec.

Å Dinosaurs dominate for 5 

days (until day after X-Mas).

HISTORY



Å Dec. 31st is BIG deal for usé

Å 2:24pm = Primitive humans.

Å 11:59:48pm = Pyramids.

Å 11:59:54pm = Rome.

Å 11:59:55pm = Jesus born.

Å 11:59:58pm = Côbus sails.

Å 11:59:59pm = You & Me.

HISTORY



Å So how much history will we 

study?

Å Roughly 12 secondsé

HISTORY



What are you doing NYE?



Å Often, term ñhistoryò is used 

to discuss events that have 

occurred since Neolithic 

Revolution.

Å What was that?

HISTORY



Å Neolithic Revolution 

occurred 8000-7000 BC.

Å NOTE: You may use BC or 

BCE; AD or CE.

Å BC: ñBefore Christò.

Å AD: ñAnno Dominiò.

Å BCE: ñBefore Common Eraò.

Å CE: ñCommon Eraò. 

HISTORY



Å People in Southwest Asia 

changed from nomadic, 

hunter-gatherer behavior to  

settled, agrarian (farmer).
 

Å Who figured outé crops?

Å How many died figuring out 

which animals to milk?

HISTORY



Hunting & gathering today...



Å Neo Rev seen as most 

important change in human 

history.

Å No civilizations w/o Neo Rev.

Å Human history is basically 

history of our species just 

getting lazieré
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Å FYI: DNA studies reveal that 

humans nearly vanished 

800,000 yrs ago.

Å Only 1,280 people were left 

to repopulate Earth.

Å Keep in mind, life 

expectancy was 17-35 yrs.
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Beforeé Neolithic Revolution



Afteré Neolithic Revolution



Å Rely on archeologists & 

anthropologists for 

information about past.

Å Archaeologists dig up & 

study artifacts left behind.

Å Anthropologists study 

human life & cultures both 

present & past.
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Indiana Jones approvesé



Å What is time?

Å Different parts of world 

adopted different ways to 

track time across days, 

months, years & centuries.

HISTORY



Å Gregorian Calendar is 

standard calendar used 

around world (called 

ñWestern Calendarò or 

ñChristian Calendarò).

Å Created by Pope Gregory 

XIII in 1582 & is based on 6th 

Century dating of yr of Jesus 

Christôs birth (1 AD).

HISTORY



Å PRO TIP: 6th Century is 500s.

Å 6 - 1 = 5 + ñHundredsò.

Å 18th Century is 1700s.

Å  18 - 1 = 17 + ñHundredsò.

HISTORY



Å Gregorian Calendar starts w/ 

Year 1 AD (Christôs birthday)

Å Islamic Calendar starts w/ 

Year 622 AD (Muhammad fled 

from Mecca to Medina). 

Å Chinese Calendar starts w/ 

Year 2637 BC (invented by 

ñYellowò Emperor Huangdi).

HISTORY



Å This means, when it was 

2000 AD in Gregorian 

Calendar, it was 4697 AD in 

Chinese Calendaré but only 

1421 AD in Islamic Calendar.

Å As result, Gregorian 

Calendar adopted by most of 

world for official purposes 

(business dealings, etc.).

HISTORY



Å Pope Gregoryôs calendar 

replaced Julius Caesarôs 

Julian Calendar on Thurs., 

Oct. 4, 1582 AD; next day was 

Fri., Oct. 15th in order to 

ñcorrectò Julian. 

Å Many people revolted & 

demanded return of 11 days.

HISTORY



Pope ñGregò saysé





THEY TOOK OUR DAYS!!!


