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Å 2026: U.S. has been at war 

for 225 of its 250 yrs of 

existence (90%).

Å Only 25 calendar yrs have 

seen U.S. NOT wage war 

(doesnôt necessarily include 

those pesky ñproxy warsò).

WAR



Å Pick any yr since 1776é 

90% chance U.S. involved in 

some war during that yr.

WAR



Å Every Prez has been in 

office while U.S. was at war.

Å U.S. has never gone ONE 

decade w/o war.

Å Only time U.S. went 5+ yrs 

w/o war (1935-40) was during 

isolationist period of Great 

Depression.

WAR



18th Century (2): 1796, 1797

19th Century (8): 1807, 1808, 

1809, 1826, 1828, 1829, 1830, 1897

20th Century (10): 1935, 1936, 

1937, 1938, 1939, 1940, 1976, 1977, 

1978, 1997

21st Century (5): 2000, 2022, 

2023, 2024, 2025

WAR



Å Since end of WWII in 1945, 

there have been 250+ armed 

conflicts in 150+ locations 

around world.

Å U.S. launched 200+ of these 

overseas operations.

Å U.S. has 700-1,000 military 

bases in 100+ countries.

WAR



America: Pro-War?



America: Pro-War?







While witty, Mark Twain never said this. 

Comedian Paul Rodriguez used the line 

during a standup routine in 1987. He said: 

ñWar is Godôs way of teaching us 

geography.ò Itôs often misattributed to 

Twain on social media (shocker).



Å Are Americans more prone 

to being violent than people 

living in other countries?

Å Does this make Americans 

more willing (or more likely) 

to go to war?

Å Is it something bigger than 

just being ñan Americanò?

WAR



Å War is conflict involving 

organized use of weapons & 

physical force by states 

(a.k.a. countries) or large-

scale groups.

Å To ñcountò as war, 1,000 

soldiers (combined between 

warring sides) KIA/yr.

WAR



Å Word ñwarò from Anglo-

Norman French variant of Old 

French word ñguerreò from 

Germanic base shared by 

word ñworseò.

Å A.K.A. ñArmed conflictsò, 

ñhostilitiesò, ñoperationsò, 

ñpolice actionsò.

WAR



Å Organized warfare began, 

along w/ Western Civilization, 

in Fertile Crescent in 

Mesopotamia (today: Iraq, 

Syria, Turkey, Iran & Kuwait).

Å Military forces organized to 

defend communities from 

marauders (invaders).

WAR



10 Ages of War



1. Prehistoric



2. Ancient



3. Greco-Roman



4. Medieval



5. Napoleonic (1 of 3)



5. Napoleonic (2 of 3)



5. Napoleonic (3 of 3)



6. Modern



7. Nuclear (1 of 2)



7. Nuclear (2 of 2)



8. Terrorism



9. Cyber



10. Space



Å ñLet him who desires peace 

prepare for war.ò ï Vegetius 

(4th Century AD Roman writer)

WAR



Å What causes war?

Å Many blame human nature.

Å Famous ethologist 

(biologists who study animal 

kingdom) named Konrad 

Lorenz argued that humans, 

like other animals, have 

instincts.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS





Å Instincts are inherited (as 

opposed to learned) behavior 

patterns.

Å Demonstrated in animals:  

Bird raised in isolation will 

still try to fly south in fall.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



ñImprintingò





Å Lorenz studied aggression 

in humans.

Å This means that humans, 

when challenged by another, 

will instinctually react w/ 

anger & stand to fight.

Å Fleeing in terror is learned 

behavior; not instinctual.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



Å Lorenz found evidence in 

measurable physiological 

changes that happen when 

someone becomes angry 

(pulse rate, blood pressure, 

blood sugar).

Å Changes same in all humans 

& all animals.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS







Bobby Knight (1985)



ñAggressiveò Honda Odyssey



Å Lorenz argued aggressive 

instinct is product of 

evolution.

Å Traits that survive from 

generation to generation do 

so because ñfunctionalò; 

enhance ability of organisms 

to survive.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



Å Aggressive instinct serves   

3 functions:

1. Aggression is stronger in 

center of animalôs home 

territory; grows weaker as 

animal moves from that 

center.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



2. Aggression makes it more 

likely that strongest members 

of species breed.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



3. Aggression helps parents 

protect offspring while young 

(wonôt desert when danger 

threatens).

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



Å Lorenz put mammals into

2 groups:

1. NOT dangerous to each 

other physically (rabbits).

2. ARE dangerous to each 

other physically because of 

fangs/claws (wolves).

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



Wolves vs. Rabbits



Å Rabbits display as much 

aggression as wolvesé but 

no danger fighting will have 

fatal consequences (in wild).

Å Natural defense is to run 

away (weaker flees).

Å BUT, if rabbits put in cages, 

will tear each other to pieces.

WOLVES VS. RABBITS



Mr. Wabbit


