PLEASE NOTE

* The following lecture was written,
designed, and organized by Dr.
Hartnell for educational purposes. It
aligns with the state curriculum and
was meticulously researched from
sources that represent an array of
multicultural perspectives, beliefs,
affiliations, orientations, and
identities.

 All lectures and course materials are
the intellectual property of Dr. Hartnell.
Such content is copyright protected
and may not be shared, uploaded,
distributed, or sold.



Morning in America

) ’ \~ "“ A, < B - " ',‘* \
,.'&‘r?b — fr." . y . . ' w4/ 1)



Unit #1:
Morning in
America

AH
Lecture




What makes society “work”?

[/
Unit #1:
Morning in

America

Lecture 04










AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

« 18t Century (1700s; ended
w/ French Rev in 1789).

* Philosophers guestioned
society, role of gov.

» Challenged “divine right” of
kings; “Who died & made
YOU king? Oh right, your

Dad...”.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* During AOE, we all became
5yrs old again: “Why is the
sky blue?”, “Why is 77

BUT f
WHY"




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Played into Herodotus’
stance on using history as
philosophical lens into human

behavior.

* Why are things bad? How
did we get here? How can we
avold this in future?













AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Influenced by Sir Isaac
Newton’s discovery of gravity
In 1687.

* If humans could unlock laws
of universe (seen as God’s
own laws)... why couldn’t we
discover laws underlying all
of nature & society?
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Newton knows...




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Through proper education,
we could alter human nature.

* Emphasis put on discovery
of truth thru observations
ourselves instead of studying
authoritative sources like
Bible.
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“I have studied these things.

And you have not.”




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 Believed Christian church
was principal force that
“enslaved human mind”.

 Most AOE thinkers did not
renounce religion; many were
Deists (accept existence of
God but reject intricacies of
theology).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 Believed humans should not
focus on next life: should
focus on improving this life

(stark contrast to early civs).

* Worldly happiness was
placed before religious
salvation; all about “here &
now”.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

» “Dare to know” could’ve
been AOE’s bumper sticker.

 France was “home” for AOE;

letters spread ideas (pen pals
In Europe & N. America).

* Bounced ideas off each
other: “Wait, you’re thinking
of letting WHO vote?”




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* 5 copiles of letters often
written & placed on ships to
ensure at least 1 made it (3-6

months between Europe & N.
America).

 DOI, Am Rev & Constitution
proved many AOE ideas could
work in “real life”.




Franklin’s correspondence




AOE pen pals (Europe)
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Enlightenment

HELLO

my nhame Is

Francois Marie Arouet
1694-1778

| was a French philosopher and writer better
known by my pen name “Voltaire”.

| wrote over 20,000 letters and 2,000 books.
| advocated freedom of religion/expression
and separation of church and state.

I’m incorrectly credited with saying,
“l do not agree with what you have to say, but
I'll defend to the death your right to say it!”




92 HELLO

Enlizhtenment my name is

René Descartes
1596-1650

| was a French philosopher, scientist,
and mathematician.

I’'m best remembered for my philosophical
statement “Cogito, ergo sum”, which means
“I think, therefore I am.” (Doubting your own
existence serves as proof of your existence.)

I’'ve been dubbed the
“Father of Modern Philosophy”.




92 HELLO

Enlizhtenment my name is

Benjamin Franklin
1706-1790

| was an American printer, author, diplomat,
philosopher, scientist... and nudist.

| “discovered” electricity by flying a kite in a
thunderstorm, authored Poor Richard’s
Almanack, founded the University of
Pennsylvania, and co-wrote the DOI.

For dabbling in just about everything,
I’'ve been dubbed “The American da Vinci”.




92 HELLO

Enlightenment my name IS

Thomas Jefferson
1743-1826

| was the 39 U.S. President (1801-09) and
wrote the Declaration of Independence.

| was the “go-to” guy when it came to revs. |
spoke 6 languages (English, French, Greek,
Italian, Latin, Spanish), served as Sec of State,
served as VP, founded the Univ of VA.

Ironically, | died on July 4, 1826... the
50t Anniversary of American independence.
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Enlightenment

HELLO

my nhame Is

Immanuel Kant
1724-1804

| was a German philosopher considered to be
the most influential thinker of modern times.

| challenged my readers to “Dare to Know!”
because it was their civic and moral duties to
exercise their fundamental freedoms of
thought and expression.

| was against democracy because | felt
majority rule threatened individual liberty.




92 HELLO

Enlizhtenment my name is

Baruch Spinoza
1632-1677

‘ | was a Dutch philosopher/religious thinker.

| supported pantheism, which believed that
God and the world were one and the same.

| saw God as indifferent and not a “fatherly”
figure. God lacked feeling and did not act

according to purpose. People should study
God instead of worshiping Him. Doing so
eliminates religious error and superstition.




Enlishtenment my name is

Charles de Montesquieu
1689-1755

| was a French philosopher and theorist.

| suggested that a country’s power should be
put into a system of “checks and balances”
where that power is divided among three
branches (Legislative, Executive, Judicial) so
each had some power over the other.

America’s Founding Fathers used my ideas of
three branches & “checks and balances”.
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Enlightenment my hame IS




Enlightenment

HELLO

my nhame Is
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AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* AOE philosophers wrestled
w/ concept of Social Contract.

» Soclal Contract: We must
agree to surrender some of
our freedoms & submit to
authority in exchange for
protection of our remaining
rights; provides law & order.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Thomas Hobbes, John
Locke & Jean Jacques
Rousseau are famous for

their very different takes on
Social Contract Theory.

» Debates centered around
“State of Nature” (life w/o gov,
w/o civilization & w/o laws).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Thomas Hobbes wrote
“Leviathan” (1651) during
English Rev (1642-51); major

civil war that ended w/
execution of King Charles |I.

» “Leviathan” meant
“formidable political entity”.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* English Civil War created
some serious PTSD for
Hobbes anytime he discussed
“State of Nature”.

* Are people naturally evil?

« Hobbes: “Oh, | don’t know?
You tell me. WE CUT OFF
OUR KING’S HEAD!”




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 “No arts; no letters; no
soclety; and which is worst of
all, continual fear, and danger
of violent death; and the life

of man, solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish, and short.”

e State of Nature:

PAQAQAQASAY

e Don’t recommend.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 Hobbes argued that State of
Nature is permanent “war of
all against all”.

* You can try to defend
yourself, but eventually
stronger person (or group)
will kill you & take your
things.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 In State of Nature, because
everyone has right to
everything, individual self-

defense is losing battle.

* True safety only happens
when everyone disarms &
gives power to ONE ruler.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* As such, Hobbes was
filercely pro-monarch.

* His take on Social Contract:
We should give up total
freedom to single ruler in
order to be safe (because
we’re naturally evil).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Argued that absolute
monarchs (Leviathans) will
prevent civil wars by holding
total control over society.

* Again, English Civil War
REALLY messed up Hobbes.

* Hey, Hobbes, you good?







AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

« John Locke wrote “Two
Treatises of Civil
Government” (1690) as

rebuttal to Hobbes.

* FYI: Hobbes died 11 yrs
earlier... dead men are WAY
easier to debate.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

» Disagreed w/ Hobbes on just
about every point, especially

“State of Nature” & Social
Contract.

* Locke believed people are
naturally rational, tolerant &
moral (guided by inherent
sense of right/wrong).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 In State of Nature, every
person has lawful right to
punish wrongdoers & defend

their “life, liberty & property”.

* Because people are
reasonable, self-defense
works well enough to keep
society “functional”.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 However, despite being
functional, State of Nature Is
still “unstable” since there

are no impartial judges to
settle disputes fairly (we all
act in our own self-interest).

* L ocke called this “flawed
peace”.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* His take on Social Contract:
We conditionally surrender
only our power to enforce

laws (BUT not our rights) to
authority (like government).

 Gov must protect “natural
rights” (life, liberty, property);
“all men are created equal”.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Locke argued If gov Is not
doing its job, people have
right to abolish that gov &

Sstart over.

* Locke advocated for
constitutional gov w/
separation of powers.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

e He was anti-monarch.

| ocke felt that since
monarchs can seize our

property, tax us w/o consent
& throw us in jail w/o trial, we
don’t have any true freedom
(which is worse than living In
State of Nature w/ no ruler).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

e |n State of Nature, at least
we can defend ourselves
against dangerous neighbor.

* W/ absolute monarch, we are
totally defenseless against
ruler who holds country’s
military & legal power.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

e Jefferson LOVED this.

* ALL OF THIS.




Thomas Jefferson: Hey can | copy
your homework?

John Locke: Yeah, just change it up
enough so that nobody notices.

“Life, Liberty, and “Life, Liberty, and the
Property” Pursuit of Happiness”




&) Declaration of Independence &)

turnitin (material in blue “borrowed” from Locke) turnitin

that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. That whenever
any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right
of the People to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute new Government.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Jean Jacques Rousseau
wrote “Social Contract”
(1762); blended ideas of

Locke & Hobbes.

* Died In 1778 before Am Rev
ended, so never got to see
newly created U.S. Gov.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

 Rousseau felt we are
naturally good, peaceful &
compassionate... but are

corrupted by civilization,
materialism, greed,
comparison & concept of
private property.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Opening line of Social
Contract is: “Man is born free,
and everywhere he s in

chains.”

 Human societies w/ their
govs, laws, social hierarchies
& economic inequality have
trapped humanity.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Rousseau would be
HORRIFIED by social media.

* Argued civilization ruined

human happiness by forcing
us to live in “gaze of others”.

 Would see likes & follower
counts as psychological
prison that breeds anxiety.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Rousseau detested high-
soclety salons in Paris where
people acted fake to gain

status.

 Who wants to tell him about
our virtue signaling, filters &
Influencer culture across
soclal media?




Pouty Rousseau thirst trap
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AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* To him, State of Nature was
“lost paradise” since we lived
freely & peacefully, guided by

empathy.

 We were physically &
morally healthy in State of
Nature; corrupted by
civilization & private property.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* While Locke saw private
property as natural right,
Rousseau saw It as root of
soclal inequality.

* Argued that 15t man who
enclosed land & said, “This is
mine!” was true founder of
civil society & all its miseries.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* His take on Social Contract:
We should give up our rights
to the whole community to

form “General Will”.

» General Will is NOT majority
rule; it iIs what is objectively

best for the community (even
If Individuals disagree w/ It).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* He hated parliaments or
congresses; said when you
elect representatives, you are
no longer free since reps will
vote for their own interests.

 Promoted direct democracy
where every citizen votes on
every law.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Because General Will Is
common good of community,
it can’t be wrong.

* If you end up on losing side
of vote, you’re not
“oppressed”; rather, you’re
simply mistaken about what
General Will actually was.




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* Rousseau did admit that his
model of direct democracy
was physically & logistically
Impossible for large countries
w/ millions of people.

* He pined away for Ancient
Athens & Sparta (where this
worked better).




AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT

* By forming social contracts,
we get rights (right to live) In
exchange for giving up
certain freedoms we had In
“State of Nature” (freedom to
Kill).




HOBBES |
1588-1679

| 1632-1704

ROUSSEAU
1712-1778 |

“Leviathan” (1651)

“Two Treatises”
(1690)

“Social Contract”
(1762)

Humans are
naturally:

evil

good

good; society
screwed us up

Gov 1is:

needed to protect
public

wanted to benefit
public

needed to enforce
Social Contract

Gov should
be:

all powerful;
CAN’T overthrow

conditional;
CAN overthrow

arbitrary;
CAN overthrow

not shared;
King is absolute

shared;
parliament & king

shared & direct
(reps not needed)
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