PLEASE NOTE

* The following lecture was written,
designed, and organized by Dr.
Hartnell for educational purposes. It
aligns with the state curriculum and
was meticulously researched from
sources that represent an array of
multicultural perspectives, beliefs,
affiliations, orientations, and
identities.

 All lectures and course materials are
the intellectual property of Dr. Hartnell.
Such content is copyright protected
and may not be shared, uploaded,
distributed, or sold.
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AMENDMENTS

* Written in 1787, ratified Iin
1788 & In operation since
1789, U.S. Constitution is
world’s longest surviving

written charter of gov.

* Authored by James Madison
(all 5’4” of him), it has been
“edited” only 27 times.
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Built to stand the test of time...
by men who pooped in buckets?




AMENDMENTS

 Amendment Is alteration of
exisiting law.

« 27 “changes” (software

patches) to Const (15t in 1789,
most recent ratified in 1992).

* Bill of Rights: First 10
(12 proposed originally; also
written by Madison).







AMENDMENTS

- Amendment passes after 2/3
vote of both houses of
Congress or after petition of
2/3 of state legislatures.

* Amendment ratified by 3/4 of
states (38 of 50).




AMENDMENTS

* You and | don’t get to vote
on whether to ratify an
Amendment.

 State Governors don’t
decide either.




AMENDMENTS

» Constitution only allows
state legislatures or special
state conventions (convened
for that purpose) to vote to
ratify Amendments.

* These special conventions
can be as small/big as
determined by each state.




AMENDMENTS

* Once ratified, Amendment
goes Into effect across
country, even In states where
it wasn’t (or hasn’t been)
ratified.




Why do I
need to know
this stuff?

No major national poll tracks the exact percentage of
American adults who can recite all 27 constitutional
amendments, but general civics data indicates it is
near zero. ) Facebook

Civics Knowledge Data

e Total Knowledge: Major research organizations
like the Annenberg Public Policy Center track basic
constitutional awareness, but none test full
memorization because recitation rates for all 27
amendments are statistically negligible.

Basic Totals: Past surveys have shown that only
about 25% of American adults even know the
correct total number of amendments (27) when
asked. Q Facebook

Specific Rights: Even for individual parts of the
Constitution, knowledge is low; only 3% to 7% of
adults can unprompted name all five freedoms
guaranteed by just the First Amendment. @
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9/25/1789
WHAT DOES Freedom of speech, press, religion,

petition & assembly.
12/15/1791
(Virginia)

HOW CANT
"y REMEMBER?
ays

Ratify: N Time to give ‘em

New Jersey ' the OI, number
(11/20/1789) ONEI

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)
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Passed:

9/25/1789

Ratified:

12/15/1791
(Virginia)

811 days

WHAT DOES Right to bear arms.

HOW CANI
REMEMBER? In scary movies,
they always

screw this up...

First to
Ratify:

New Jersey
(11/20/1789)

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)

Shoot the

bad guys.

Shoot ‘em
TWICE!
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Passed

9/25/1789

12/15/1791
(Virginia)

811 days

First to
Ratify:
New Jersey
(11/20/1789)

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)

Amendment I1

A welMegulated Militia. being neces- m‘tal@“ﬂmg
sary to the security of a the
right of the people to keep

shall not be infi
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9/25/1789
WHAT DOES No putting soldiers in homes without

ITDO? resident’s permission.
12/15/1791
(Virginia)

HOW CANT
REMEMBER?

811 days

First to
Ratify:
THIRD put
New Jersey - . .
(11/20/1789) soldiers in our

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)
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9/25/1789
WHAT DOES Police cannot search someone’s

property without search warrant.
12/15/1791
(Virginia)

HOW CANT
"y REMEMPER?
ays

[T
Ratify: R search you

New Jersey : FOUR anything
SR, without a search

Last to warrant.
Ratify: AT
! "’Q,
S 1

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)
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DIEBILTEE No “double jeopardy”; don’t have to

b el 2 testify against yourself; Due Process
12/15/1791 protects “life, liberty & property”.

(Virginia)

HOW CANT
REMEMBER?

811 days

First to
s OH-FIVE!

: Shut up when
New Jersey I
(11/20/1789) the cops

I
e ARRIVE!
Ratify: AL
< 'V%
9 [

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)
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9/25/1789
tifiea: WHAT DOES Right to speedy/public/jury trial;
ITDO? right to lawyer.

12/15/1791
(Virginia)

HOW CANT
REMEMBER?

811 days

First to
Ratify: N 4 g C)f*-f;l)(!

New Jersey ' Can a |awyer
(11/20/1789) FIX’)I

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)
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Passed:

9/25/1789

Ratified:

12/15/1791
(Virginia)

811 days

Right to jury trial for monetary
damages over $20 ($750 in 2026) in
Federal court.

WHAT DOES

HOW CAN1

PEMEMBER? Lucky Lotto

Sevens!

First to
Ratify:

Don’t sue the

New Jersey
(11/20/1789)

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)

guy who has
less than $20...
sue the guy who
just hit the
jackpot!




9/25/1789

Ratified:

12/15/1791
(Virginia)

811 days

First to
Ratify:
New Jersey
(11/20/1789)

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)

WHAT DOES

HOW CAN1
REMEMBER?

MENT]S
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No excessive bails or unreasonable
fines: no cruel & unusual
punishments.

Turn an 8
sideways and it
looks like a pair

of handcuffs.

Handcuffs can

be “cruel and
unusual”.
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SAE S Just because right isn’t mentioned

R doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist (a.k.a.
12/15/1791 “Silence of the Constitution”).

(Virginia)

HOW CANT
REMEMBER?

811 days

First to
Ratify:
New Jersey
(11/20/1789)

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)
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9/25/1789
WHAT DOES Powers not given to Feds go to states

(e.g. driver’s & wedding licenses).
12/15/1791
(Virginia)

HOW CANT
s REMEMBER?
ays

First to
Ratify: N7 ONE-OH
]

New Jersey : State pOWGI’S
(11/20/1789) CBFQ()\A/I

Last to
Ratify:

Connecticut
(4/19/1939)




" YOU THERE!
RECAP THE AMENDMENTS



Ve
\

.,..,w.,«..:._f, ‘ ¢
i) 29

. /‘

. .




How do you “edit” the U.S.
Constitution?

[/
Unit #1:
Morning in

America

Lecture 06




PLEASE NOTE

* The following lecture was written,
designed, and organized by Dr.
Hartnell for educational purposes. It
aligns with the state curriculum and
was meticulously researched from
sources that represent an array of
multicultural perspectives, beliefs,
affiliations, orientations, and
identities.

 All lectures and course materials are
the intellectual property of Dr. Hartnell.
Such content is copyright protected
and may not be shared, uploaded,
distributed, or sold.



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30

