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• Written in 1787, ratified in 

1788 & in operation since 

1789, U.S. Constitution is 

world’s longest surviving 

written charter of gov.

• Authored by James Madison 

(all 5’4” of him), it has been 

“edited” only 27 times.

AMENDMENTS





Built to stand the test of time…

 by men who pooped in buckets?



• Amendment is alteration of 

exisiting law.

• 27 “changes” (software 

patches) to Const (1st in 1789, 

most recent ratified in 1992).

• Bill of Rights: First 10        

(12 proposed originally; also 

written by Madison).

AMENDMENTS





• Amendment passes after 2/3 

vote of both houses of 

Congress or after petition of 

2/3 of state legislatures.

• Amendment ratified by 3/4 of 

states (38 of 50).

AMENDMENTS



• You and I don’t get to vote 

on whether to ratify an 

Amendment.

• State Governors don’t 

decide either.

AMENDMENTS



• Constitution only allows 

state legislatures or special 

state conventions (convened 

for that purpose) to vote to 

ratify Amendments. 

• These special conventions 

can be as small/big as 

determined by each state. 

AMENDMENTS



• Once ratified, Amendment 

goes into effect across 

country, even in states where 

it wasn’t (or hasn’t been) 

ratified.

AMENDMENTS





27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

DR. HARTNELL



FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

1
Freedom of speech, press, religion, 

petition & assembly.
What does

it Do?

How Can I 
remember?

Time to give ‘em

the ol’ number 

ONE!

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



2
Right to bear arms.

What does
it Do?

In scary movies, 

they always 

screw this up…

Shoot the

bad guys.

Shoot ‘em

TWICE!

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



2

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



3
No putting soldiers in homes without 

resident’s permission.
What does

it Do?

King George the 

THIRD put 

soldiers in our 

homes.

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



4
Police cannot search someone’s 

property without search warrant.
What does

it Do?

They can’t 

search you 

FOUR anything 

without a search 

warrant.

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



5
No “double jeopardy”; don’t have to 

testify against yourself; Due Process 

protects “life, liberty & property”. 

What does
it Do?

OH-FIVE!

Shut up when 

the cops 

ARRIVE!

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



6
Right to speedy/public/jury trial;

right to lawyer. 
What does

it Do?

OH-SIX!

Can a lawyer 

FIX?!

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



7
Right to jury trial for monetary 

damages over $20 ($750 in 2026) in 

Federal court.

What does
it Do?

Lucky Lotto 

Sevens!

Don’t sue the 

guy who has 

less than $20… 

sue the guy who 

just hit the 

jackpot!

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



8
No excessive bails or unreasonable 

fines; no cruel & unusual 

punishments.

What does
it Do?

Turn an 8 

sideways and it 

looks like a pair 

of handcuffs.

Handcuffs can 

be “cruel and 

unusual”.

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



9
Just because right isn’t mentioned 

doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist (a.k.a. 

“Silence of the Constitution”). 

What does
it Do?

NINE

like a

MIME!

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:



10
Powers not given to Feds go to states  

(e.g. driver’s & wedding licenses).
What does

it Do?

ONE-OH,

state powers 

GROW! 

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

9/25/1789

12/15/1791 

(Virginia)

811 days

New Jersey 

(11/20/1789)

Connecticut 

(4/19/1939)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:





did
LEARN
TODAY?
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