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3/4/1794

11
Citizens can’t sue state in Federal 

court w/o state’s consent (CAN sue 

cities, counties, school boards, etc.). 

What does
it Do?

1 state vs. 1 

state in court.

ONE on ONE.

Together, it 

forms an 11.

340 days

New York 

(3/27/1794)

S. Carolina 

(12/7/1797)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

2/7/1795   

(N. Carolina)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



12/9/1803

12
Originally, 1 ballot elected President 

(winner = Prez, 2nd = VP). Electors now 

cast 2 votes on separate ballots.

What does
it Do?

We went from 

ONE to TWO 

ballots.

ONE to TWO.

Together, it 

forms a 12.

189 days

N. Carolina 

(12/21/1803)

Tennessee 

(7/17/1804)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

6/15/1804 

(New 

Hampshire)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



1/31/1865

13
Reconstruction Amendment. Outlaws 

slavery; doesn’t include military draft.
What does

it Do?

[Go to the 15th 

Amendment to 

see a way to 

remember the 

13th, 14th, and 

15th together.]

309 days

Illinois 

(2/1/1865)

Mississippi 

(3/16/1995)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

12/6/1865 

(Georgia)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



6/13/1866

14
Reconstruction Amendment. All 

citizens have equal protection under 

law (including formerly enslaved).

What does
it Do?

757 days

Connecticut 

(6/25/1866)

Kentucky 

(3/18/1976)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

7/9/1868   

(S. Carolina)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

[Go to the 15th 

Amendment to 

see a way to 

remember the 

13th, 14th, and 

15th together.]

FAST
FACTS



2/26/1869

15
Reconstruction Amendment. All 

formerly enslaved males can vote; 

can’t deny voting based upon race. 

What does
it Do?

“Set ‘em free!”
(13th Amendment)

“Give ‘em rights!”
(14th Amendment)

 

“Let ‘em vote!”
(15th Amendment)

“Oh my!”
(says the South)

342 days

Nevada 

(6/25/1866)

Kentucky 

(3/18/1976)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

2/3/1870 

(Iowa)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



7/12/1909

16
Congress can tax income. Overturned 

1895 Supreme Court decision that 

declared such taxes unconstitutional. 

What does
it Do?

SIXTEEN:

Cash MACHINE!

2/3/1913 

(New Mexico)

1,302 days

Alabama 

(8/10/1909)

New 

Hampshire 

(3/7/1913

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



5/13/1912

17
Citizens (instead of state legislatures) 

elect 2 Senators from each state. 
What does

it Do?

Sing along with 

Dr. Hartnell…

“17 Senators 

sitting in a tree,  

P-I-C-K-I-N-G…”

330 days

Louisiana 

(6/11/1914)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

4/8/1913   

(Connecticut)

5/22/1912   

(Massachusetts)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



5/13/1912

17
What does

it Do?

330 days

Louisiana 

(6/11/1914)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

4/8/1913   

(Connecticut)

5/22/1912   

(Massachusetts)

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS

OH’s 2 Senators :

Jon Husted (R) & Bernie Moreno (R)



12/18/1917

18
Making, selling, transporting alcohol is 

illegal (Prohibition). Repealed by the 

21st Amendment in 1933. 

What does
it Do?

ONE-EIGHT,

dry is the 

STATE!

1/16/1919 

(Wyoming)

394 days

Mississippi 

(1/8/1918)

New Jersey 

(3/9/1922)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



6/4/1919

19
Extended suffrage (right to vote)

to all women; can’t deny voting based 

upon gender. 

What does
it Do?

ONE-NINE

no longer 

BEHIND!

8/18/1920 

(Tennessee)

441 days

Illinois 

(6/10/1919)

Mississippi 

(3/22/1984)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



3/2/1932

20
Changes when Presidents begin new 

terms (March 4th → January 20th). 

Done to reduce “Lame Duck” period.

What does
it Do?

TWO-OH,

Lame Ducks 

GOTTA GO!

1/23/1933 

(Utah)

327 days

Virginia 

(3/4/1932)

Florida 

(4/26/1933)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



2/20/1933

21
Repealed 18th (Prohibition). States 

decide drinking age: after 1983, legal 

drinking age moved up from 18 → 21.

What does
it Do?

You have to be

21 to drink.

12/5/1933 

(Utah)

288 days

Michigan 

(4/10/1933)

Montana 

(8/6/1934)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



3/21/1947

22
No President may be elected to serve 

more than 2 terms. Done in response 

to FDR getting elected 4 times.

What does
it Do?

No more than 

TWO TERMS.

No more than 

2WO 2ERMS.

2/27/1951

(Minnesota)

1,439 days

Maine 

(3/31/1947)

Alabama 

(5/4/1951)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



6/17/1960

23
Washington D.C. is NOT a state, so not 

originally worth Electoral Votes. Now 

worth no fewer than 3 EVs.

What does
it Do?

D.C.’s worth 

THREE.

3/29/1961 

(Ohio)

285 days

Hawaii 

(6/23/1960)

New 

Hampshire 

(3/30/1961)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



6/17/1960

23
Washington D.C. is NOT a state, so not 

originally worth Electoral Votes. Now 

worth no fewer than 3 EVs.

What does
it Do?

3/29/1961 

(Ohio)

285 days

Hawaii 

(6/23/1960)

New 

Hampshire 

(3/30/1961)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



8/27/1962

24
Outlaws poll taxes (income 

requirement) in Fed elections. Used to 

keep blacks from voting in South. 

What does
it Do?

TWO-FOUR,

pay to vote is

NO MORE!

1/23/1964 

(S. Dakota)

514 days

Illinois 

(11/14/1962)

N. Carolina 

(5/3/1989)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



7/6/1965

25
Covers temporary/permanent 

succession by VP if Prez dies, is sick, 

or “out of commission” for short time.

What does
it Do?

TWO-FIVE,

Veep ALIVE!

2/10/1967 

(Nevada)

584 days

Nebraska 

(7/12/1965)

Florida 

(5/25/1967)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



3/23/1971

26
Drops legal voting age from 21 → 18. 

Fastest to ratify (100 days); created 

because of Vietnam War. 

What does
it Do?

TWO-SIX,

18 in the MIX!

7/1/1971 

(Oklahoma)

100 days

Connecticut 

(3/23/1971)

Georgia 

(10/4/1971)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS



9/25/1789

27
Pay raises by Congress don’t go into 

effect until after next election. Longest 

to ratify (202 years; original 12). 

What does
it Do?

TWO-SEVEN,

I’m in Heaven! 
(Because I can raise

my own pay!)

5/7/1992 

(New Jersey)

74,003 days

Maryland 

(12/19/1789)

California 

(6/16/1992)

Passed:

Ratified:

Took:

First to 

Ratify:

Last to 

Ratify:

How Can I 
remember?

27 Ridiculous Ways to Remember the…

FAST
FACTS





did
LEARN
TODAY?



Does the U.S. Constitution need 

more “editing”?

Lecture 07
(AH 1.07)
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