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Declaration of Independence



• Adopted in 1776.

• Drafted by Jefferson.

• “Borrowed” AOE ideas

(especially Locke).

• Attacked KG3 w/ 27 

“grievances”; declared 

America independent.

DEC OF INDEPENDENCE





Festivus Grievance Form







Hancock is “that guy”…



Northwest Ordinance



• Adopted in 1787.

• Congress under Articles.

• Process to add states; 

property rights to Natives.

• Outlawed slavery in 

Northwest Territory (OH, IN, 

IL, WI, MI, part of MN).

NORTHWEST ORDINANCE





Articles of Confederation



• In operation: 1781-89.

• 1st Constitution; made U.S. 

Gov weak on purpose: no 

Prez, no courts, 1-house 

Congress, can’t tax states, 

can’t draft troops.

• Shays’ Rebellion (1786-87) 

ended it.

ARTICLES OF CONFED



FYI: Confederacies don’t work



Shays’ Rebellion (1786-87)



“What country can preserve its 

liberties if their rulers are not 

warned from time to time that their 

people preserve the spirit of 

resistance? Let them take arms. 

What signify a few lives lost in a 

century or two? The tree of liberty 

must be refreshed from time to time 

with the blood of patriots and 

tyrants. It’s natural manure.”

– Thomas Jefferson (1787)

ARTICLES OF CONFED



Jefferson wrote these words in 

letter as U.S. Minister to France.

While many American leaders 

(like Washington) were alarmed 

by rebellion, Jefferson viewed it 

as healthy sign that American 

people would fiercely defend 

their freedoms against Gov 

overreach.

ARTICLES OF CONFED



Federalist Papers



• Written 1787-88.

• 85 essays (51 by Hamilton, 

29 by Madison, 5 by Jay).

• Argued FOR Constitution; 

tried to convince NY to ratify.

• Fed No. 10: Centralized gov 

would protect liberty.

FEDERALIST PAPERS



• Anti-Federalists wanted Bill 

of Rights.

• NY agreed w/Anti-Feds & 

didn’t ratify Constitution until 

BOR promised.

FEDERALIST PAPERS



Hamilton before music label…



Spoiler: Hamilton can’t really sing… 

because he’s dead.



Jay, Madison & Hamilton





Constitution



• Written: 1787; Ratified: 1788; 

In operation: 1789-Now.

• Drafted by Madison.

• Established U.S. Gov. from 3 

AOE thinkers & 8 documents.
(English Common Law, Magna Carta, Mayflower 

Compact, Petition of Right, Fundamental Orders of CT, 

Body of Liberties, Hobbes’ Leviathan, English Bill of 

Rights, Locke’s Two Treatises, Montesquieu’s Spirit of 

Laws, Rousseau’s Social Contract.)

CONSTITUTION



• 5 compromises:

• 1. “Great (or CT) 

Compromise”: Combined VA 

& NJ Plans to make bicameral 

Congress w/ Senate (2 each) 

& House of Rep (population; 1 

rep for every 30,000 people).

CONSTITUTION



• 2. “Three-Fifths 

Compromise”: 60% of 

enslaved in states counted 

toward state’s representation 

& taxation.

• Counting 3 of 5 enslaved 

dramatically increased 

representation for South; 

repealed by 14th Am (1868). 

CONSTITUTION



• 3. Slave Trade Compromise: 

Slavery issue almost derailed 

Constitution.

• Article 1, Section 9: 

Congress not allowed to ban 

importation of enslaved 

people until 1808 (20 yrs); 

Fugitive Slave Law created.  

CONSTITUTION



• 4. Commerce Compromise: 

North (industry) & South 

(agriculture) argued over 

tariffs (South imported many 

finished goods from Britain); 

North wanted to sell to South.

• Tariffs only allowed on 

imports from overseas & NOT 

exports from North/South.

CONSTITUTION



• 5. “Electoral College”: Some 

wanted Prez to be popularly 

elected (most votes = winner); 

others feared we’re not smart 

“enough” to make decision.

• We vote for Electors (who 

are tied to each candidate); 

Electors cast vote for Prez.

CONSTITUTION



• Ratification order:

• 1st: Delaware (12/7/1787)

• 2nd: Pennsylvania (12/12/1787)

• 3rd: New Jersey (12/18/1787)

• 4th: Georgia (1/2/1788)

• 5th: Connecticut (1/9/1788)

• 6th: Massachusetts (2/6/1788)

• 7th: Maryland (4/28/1788)

• 8th: South Carolina (5/23/1788)

• 9th: New Hampshire (6/21/1788)

• 10th: Virginia (6/25/1788)

• 11th: New York (7/26/1788)

• 12th: North Carolina (11/21/1789)

• 13th: Rhode Island (5/29/1790)

CONSTITUTION

U.S. 

Constitution 

became 

official w/ 

NH’s 

ratification.

Delaware is 

1st state; 

Virginia is 10th 

state; Ohio is 

17th state 

(1803); Hawaii 

is 50th state 

(1959).



Madison (Painting vs. “Real”)



Bill of Rights



• Written: 1789; Ratified: 1791.

• Drafted by Madison.

• Was promised to people if 

ratified Constitution.

• First 10 Amendments

(12 proposed; sent to states 

by Prez G.W. & 10 ratified).

BILL OF RIGHTS



He’s not wrong…
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