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Å Latin for ñbefore the warò.

Å Everything that happened 

before Civil War.

Å Dated from end of American 

Rev (1775-83) up to eve of 

Civil War (1861-65).

Å 1784-1860.

ANTEBELLUM AMERICA



Å Letôs be clearé

Å ñThe Civil War started over 

statesô rightsò is way to avoid 

saying ñThe Civil War started 

over slaveryòé

Å ñLooks like youôve got a 

whole plantation full of statesô 

rights working for youéò

ANTEBELLUM AMERICA







Å Seeds of secession planted 

by Founding Fathers (FFs); 

created ñescape podsò.

Å Statesô rights (cough, cough, 

slavery) & secession were not 

just Civil War issues.

Å 10 causes in addition to 

slavery that led to Civil War.

ANTEBELLUM AMERICA



The Road to the Civil War
10 causes in addition to slavery

Causes 1-5



The Road to the Civil War

1. Political Parties  

1. Federalists (1791; led by 

Hamilton) wanted strong U.S. Gov 

(loose interpretation of 

Constitution); National Treasury 

(pro-National Bank); emphasized 

manufacturing, shipping & trade 

(pro-protective tariffs); pro-British 

foreign policy; believed  

wealthy/educated should lead; 

supported by merchants in North.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

1. Political Parties  

2. Democratic-Republicans (1792; 

led by Jefferson & Madison) wanted 

strong State Govs (strict 

interpretation of Constitution); no 

National Treasury (anti-National 

Bank); emphasized agriculture 

(anti-protective tariffs); pro-French 

foreign policy; believed people 

should have political power; 

supported by farmers in South.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Formation of 2 parties 

split country into ñNorthò & 

ñSouthò.

Å Split along dangerous 

political lines.

Å Washington (1789-97) said 

parties would do this.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Popular Vote

Adams: 53.3%

Jeffers: 46.7%

Electoral Vote

Adams: 71

Jeffers: 68

Turnout: 20.1% of eligible voters

To Win: 70 EVs

11/4- 

12/7/1796

Per pre - 12 th  

Amendment (1804) 

rules, runner up 

became Vice Prez, 

meaning 2 nd Place 

Jefferson (Dem -

Rep) became VP 

for Adams 

(Federalist).



The Road to the Civil War

2. John Adams  

Å 2nd U.S. Prez (1797-1801) & 

Federalist; lived in Washingtonôs 

shadow (quite literally: Washington 

stood 6ô2ò; Adams stood 5ô7ò).

Å Adams & Federalist-controlled 

Congress passed Alien & Sedition 

Acts (1798) w/ 44-41 vote; response 

to fears of French influence & 

potential espionage when war w/ 

France seemed imminent.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Oh sure, they smiled in publicé



The Road to the Civil War

2. John Adams  

Å Acts postponed citizenship/voting 

rights until immigrants lived for 14 

yrs in U.S. (had been 5 yrs).

Å Alien Enemies Act (part of Alien & 

Sedition Act) let U.S. deport at will 

(most immigrants voted for D-Rs).

Å Alien Act expired in 1801 but Alien 

Enemies Act still law (used in 1812, 

WWI, WWII & by Trump in 2025).

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

2. John Adams  

Å Sedition Act made it illegal to 

criticize U.S. Gov, Prez & Congress 

(ñprint, utter, or publish any false, 

scandalous & malicious writingò); 

$2K fine ($54K in 2026; $1 in 1798 = 

$27) & up to 2 yrs in prison. 

Å 25 people arrested & tried under 

Sedition (paper editors who favored 

D-Rs); 10 convicted (Jefferson 

called this time ñreign of witchesò).

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Jefferson & Madison (D-Rs) 

wrote Kentucky & Virginia 

Resolutions in 1798.

Å Introduced ñnullificationò.

Å States can (& should) void 

Federal laws they felt were 

unconstitutional.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Both wrote & published 

these anonymously w/ only 

name ñPubliusò (ñof the 

peopleò) attached.

Å Hamilton, Madison & Jay 

had used ñPubliusò when 

publishing their 85 essays. 

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å No one knew Jefferson & 

Madison wrote KY & VA 

Resolutions; found out it was 

Madison in 1800 & Jefferson 

in 1821.

Å Both could have faced 

arrest or sedition charges.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Jefferson was VP, so 

secretly ghostwriting state 

legislation designed to 

declare Federal laws ñvoidò 

would have triggered severe 

Constitutional & political 

crisis.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Imagine arresting Jefferson 

& Madison for using their 

Freedom of Speech/Press?!

Å THEY BASICALLY 

INVENTED IT!

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Jefferson wrote KY; 

Madison wrote VA.

Å Named that because those 

were states in which they 

were introduced & passed.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

ñWhat country can preserve its 

liberties if their rulers are not warned 

from time to time that their people 

preserve the spirit of resistance? Let 

them take arms. What signify a few 

lives lost in a century or two? The tree 

of liberty must be refreshed from time 

to time with the blood of patriots and 

tyrants. Itôs natural manure.ò

ï Thomas Jefferson, in response to 

Shaysô Rebellion (1786-87)

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Prez #1

1789 - 1797

45 men have serve across 47 Presidencies. 

Ratings are from 2021 and are out of 44.



Prez #1

1789 - 1797





Prez #2

1797 - 1801



Popular Vote

Jeffers: 60.6%

Adams: 39.4%

Electoral Vote

Jeffers: 73

Adams: 65

Each Elector had 

2 votes (pre - 12 th  

Amendment of 

1804). Jefferson 

& his running 

mate Aaron Burr 

both received 73 

EVs. The U.S. 

House of Reps 

picked TJ.

Turnout: 32.3% of eligible voters

To Win: 70 EVs

10/31-

12/3/1800



Popular Vote

Jeffers: 73.2%

Pinck: 26.7%

Electoral Vote

Jeffers: 162

Pinck: 14

On 7/11/1804, 

Jeffersonôs VP 

Aaron Burr killed 

Alexander Hamilton 

in a duel. Burr was 

indicted for 

dueling but charges 

were dropped. 

George Clinton 

replaced Burr. 

Turnout: 23.8% of eligible voters

To Win: 89 EVs

11/2- 

12/5/1804



The Road to the Civil War

3. Louisiana Purchase  

Å France ceded Louisiana to Spain 

(1762); Spain gave it back (1800).

Å Worried Prez Jefferson (Dem-Rep) 

since New Orleans controlled trade 

along Mississippi.

Å 1803: Jefferson offered to buy 

N.O.; Napoleon sold ALL of 

Louisiana for $15M ($430M in 2026). 

530M acres doubled size of U.S.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Louisiana Purchase



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Federalists in NE 

threatened secession since 

it might send people west & 

cost them representation.
 

Å Dem-Reps called 

Federalistsô bluffé idea of 

secession ñout thereò now.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Prez #3

1801 - 1809



Popular Vote

Madis: 65.0%

Pinck: 31.7%

Clinton: 0.0%

Electoral Vote

Madis: 122

Pinck: 47

Clinton: 6

Madisonôs VP George 

Clinton received 6 

EVs from his home 

state of New York. 

At the time, North 

Carolina used a 

system similar to 

what Nebraska and 

Maine do today (not 

winner - take - all). 

Turnout: 36.8% of eligible voters

To Win: 89 EVs

11/4- 

12/7/1808



Popular Vote

Madis: 50.3%

Clinton: 47.6%

Electoral Vote

Madis: 128

Clinton: 89

The Election of 

1812 was the 1 st  

Prez Election to be 

held during a major 

war involving the 

U.S. The War of 

1812 began on 

6/18/1812. The 

Election proceeded 

w/o disruption.

Turnout: 40.4% of eligible voters

To Win: 109 EVs

10/30- 

12/2/1812



The Road to the Civil War

4. War of 1812  

Å 1812: U.S. ñnew kidò, bullied.
 

Å Britain & France kidnapping U.S. 

sailors; British stirring up trouble 

with Native Americans out west.
 

Å Federalists wanted war w/ France; 

Dem-Reps wanted war w/ Britain. 

Å Dem-Rep Prez Madison (5ô4ò, 

99lbs) pushed for war w/ Britain. 

10 causes in addition to slavery...



War of 1812 (1812-15)



Burning of White House (1814)



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å After Britain burned WH, 

Federalists held Hartford 

Convention & issued 

demands (w/ secession).

Å Demanded limit to Govôs 

ability to go to war, regulate 

trade & admit new states.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Demanded Three-Fifths 

Compromise be abolished.

Å Limit Prez to single term.

Å Prez from same state not 

allowed to serve 

consecutive terms (VA). 

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Jacksonôs victory at New 

Orleans saved America & 

ended Federalist Party.

Å Country entered into ñEra 

of Good Feelingsò (single-

political party rule) under 

Prez Monroe.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Battle of New Orleans (1815)



Hartford Convention (1815)



Prez #4

1809 - 1817



Popular Vote

Monroe: 68.7%

King: 15.5%

Electoral Vote

Monroe: 183

King: 34

Madisonôs opponent, 

Rufus King, was not 

formally nominated 

but became the last 

Federalist 

candidate. 1 

Elector from 

Delaware & 3 from 

Maryland did not 

vote.

Turnout: 16.9% of eligible voters

To Win: 109 EVs

11/1- 

12/4/1816



Popular Vote

Monroe: 78.3%

Adams: 0.0%

Electoral Vote

Monroe: 231

Adams: 1

With the Federalist 

Party ñdeadò, 

Monroe faced no 

major opponent. An 

Elector from New 

Hampshire cast his 

EV for John Quincy 

Adams. Missouriôs 

statehood & EVs 

were disputed.

Turnout: 10.1% of eligible voters

To Win: 118 EVs

11/1- 

12/6/1820



Prez #5

1817 - 1825



Popular Vote
Jackson: 40.5%

Adams: 32.7%

Clay: 13.0%

Crawford: 11.0%

Electoral Vote
Jackson: 99

Adams: 84

Crawford: 41

Clay: 37

Nobody received 131 

EVs. Per the 12 th  

Amendment, the top 

3 EV recipients 

went into runoff 

election. The U.S. 

House of Reps voted 

for J.Q. Adams (13 

states), Jackson 

(7), Crawford (4). 

Turnout: 26.9% of eligible voters

To Win: 131 EVs

10/26- 

12/2/1824



Prez #6

1825 - 1829



Popular Vote

Jacks: 55.33%

Adams: 43.98%

Electoral Vote

Jacks: 178

Adams: 83

Jackson ran for the 

new Democratic 

Party (1828 - Now) 

while J.Q. Adams 

ran for National 

Republican Party 

(1824 - 34). Both had 

run as Democratic -

Republicans in 

1824. 

Turnout: 57.3% of eligible voters

To Win: 131 EVs

10/31- 

12/2/1828



Popular Vote
Jackson: 54.2%

Clay: 37.4%

Wirt: 7.8%

Floyd: 0.0%

Electoral Vote
Jackson: 219

Clay: 49

Floyd: 11

Wirt: 7

Following Jacksonôs 

victory, National 

Republicans (1824 -

34) and Anti - Masons 

(1828 - 40) merged to 

form the Whig Party 

(1833 - 50). The 

Whigs challenged 

Democrats for the 

next 20 years. 

Turnout: 57.0% of eligible voters

To Win: 145 EVs

11/2- 

12/5/1832



The Road to the Civil War

5. Tariffs  

Å Tariff: Tax on imported products, 

designed to drive up cost so people 

donôt but foreign, buy domestic.

Å 1832: Congress passed big tariff.

Å South Carolina (cotton) nullified 

tariff & threatened secession.

Å Prez Jackson threatened to send 

troops; compromise reached.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



The Road to the Civil War

How did this cause the Civil War?  

Å Both sides claimed 

ñvictoryò (SC accepted 

smaller tariff).

Å Jackson committed U.S. 

Gov to preserving Union.

Å SC showed states could 

force will on Congress.

10 causes in addition to slavery...



Nullification Crisis (1832-33)



Nullification Crisis (1832-33)

ñNullification is dead, 

and its actors & 

exciters will only be 

remembered by the 

people to be execrated 

for their wicked 

designs to sever & 

destroy the only good 

government on the 

Globe.ò ï AJ



Clay & Calhoun


