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Is calling slavery ñAmericaôs 

original sinòdismissive of the 

deeper issue?
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ÅWord ñslaveò has origins in 

word ñslavò.

ÅSlavs (who inhabited large 

part of E. Europe) were sold 

in slave markets in al-Andalus 

(Muslim-controlled Spain) by 

raiders (Vikings & Germans) 

during 9th Century AD.
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Slavs of E. Europe



Slavic tribes of E. Europe



Captured Slavs



al-Andalus (711-1492)

719 (peak)



Cordoba Caliphate (756-1031)

1002 (peak)



Umayyad Caliphate (661-750)

2nd(& largest) of 4 Islamic Empires that formed after Muhammadôs 

death in 632 AD. At peak in 750, was 5.79M miles in size (10.07% of 

world) & housed 28.8% of world population (62M of 208M people 

alive). 5th largest empire in history (British, Mongol, Soviet, Spanish).



ÅSlavery in al-Andalus was 

regulated in accordance w/ 

Islamic law.

ÅNon-Muslim foreigners were 

viewed as legitimate targets 

of enslavement; became 

center of slave trade between 

Europe & Middle East.
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ÅñSaqalibaò (as they were 

called) were diverse, but term 

eventually came to refer to all 

European slaves.

ÅThese included Christians, 

POWs & Africans. 
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ÅSlaves in al-Andalus were 

used in similar manner as in 

other Muslim countries.

ÅFemales: Domestic servants, 

prostitutes & concubines (sex 

slaves).

ÅMales: Eunuchs (castrated), 

laborers & soldiers.
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Slavery in al-Andalus



Slavery in al-Andalus



ÅTerm ñslaveryò comes from 

Latin word ñsclavusò, which 

means BOTH ñslavonicò & 

ñcaptiveò.

ÅSklave in German, esclave in 

French, esclavo in 

Spanishéslave in English 

(word 1st appeared in 1290).
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ÅSlavery is practice of forced 

labor & restricted liberty.

ÅRegime where 1 class of 

people (ñenslaverò) forced 

another (ñenslavedò) to work 

& limited their liberty.

ÅEnslaved considered by law 

as property (chattel).
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ÅSlavery is ancient practice; 

mentioned in Bible & Quran:

ÅñKnowing that whatsoever 

good thing any man doeth, 

the same shall he receive of 

the Lord, whether he be bond 

or free.ò

Old Testament

Ephesians 6, Chapter 6, Verse 8
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ÅñAs for those of your slaves 

which wish to buy their 

liberty, free them if you find in 

them any promise and bestow 

on them a part of the riches 

which Allah has given you.ò

Quran

Chapter 24, Verse 32
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ÅMain religious texts of 

Judaism, Islam & Christianity 

all recognize ñslavesò as 

separate class of people.

ÅGoing back further, Mayans 

& Aztecs kept slaves in 

Americas, as did Sumerians & 

Babylonians in Near East.
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ÅEgyptians employed huge 

numbers of slaves, including 

Jews, Europeans & 

Ethiopians.

ÅGreeks & Romans kept 

slaves as soldiers, servants, 

laborers & even civil servants 

(many were POWs).
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ÅRomans captured slaves 

from what is now Britain, 

France & Germany.

ÅSlave armies were kept by 

Ottomans & Egyptians.

ÅIn Africa, many kingdoms 

kept slaves before contact w/ 

Europeans.
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ÅBarbary slave trade saw 

enslavement of 1.25M white 

European Christians; sold 

in Barbary states (N. Africa).

ÅSlaves captured by Barbary 

pirates in raids on ships & 

coastal towns from Italy to 

Ireland, Spain to Portugal, 

Iceland & E. Mediterranean.
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ÅBarbary slave trade ended 

early in 19th Century after U.S. 

& W. European allies won 

First Barbary War (1801-05) & 

Second Barbary War 

(1815) against pirates & 

region was conquered by 

France, putting end to 

Barbary trade (1500s-1830s).
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ÅIn Imperial Russia during  

early 19th Century, 1/3 of 

population were ñserfsò, who, 

like slaves in Americas, had 

status of ñchattelò & could be 

bought/sold.

ÅThey were freed in 1861 by 

Emperor Alexander II.
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Å4 yrs later, slavery was 

abolished in U.S. Southern 

states following their defeat in 

Civil War & thanks to 13th Am.

ÅMauritania (in NW Africa) 

became last country in world 

to abolish slavery (in 1981); 

criminalized slavery in 2007

(200,000-300,000 enslaved).
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Slavery in Mauritania (2007)



Slavery in Ancient Egypt



Slavery in Ancient Greece



Slavery in Ancient Rome



Roman slave market



Roman ñslave-turned-gladiatorò



Muslim slave market



Slavery during Middle Ages



Slavery in Barbary states



Anti-slavery flag (1861)



Juneteenth flag (1997)



ÅSlave vs. Enslaved:

ÅSlave: Noun that implies

individual was, at their core, a 

slave.

ÅEnslaved: Adjective that 

implies individual forced into 

labor/slavery (& is not who 

they are at their core).
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Å1441: Portuguese turned 

slavery into export industry

when brought 12 enslaved 

Africans back to Portugal.

ÅDutch in S. Africa & other 

Europeans went to Africa for 

trade; saw slavery fueled 

agricultural production, so 

joined in.

SLAVERY (PART 1)





Portuguese Empire (1139-1999)

Largest Empires: 1. British, 2. Mongol,

3. Soviet, 4. Spanish, 5. Umayyad é 11. U.S.

1st global empire (overseas). At peak in 1815, was 4.02M miles in size 

(6.98% of world) & housed 8.8% of worldôs population (8.8M of 1B 

people alive); included 53 countries. 10th largest empire in history.



Portuguese slave trade



Awwwwwkwardé





Portugal:





Å1400-1900: 20M Africans 

enslaved during 4 sizable & 

overlapping operations:

1. Trans-Saharan

2. Indian Ocean

3. Red Sea

4. Trans-Atlantic
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Pre-colonial Africa



African kingdoms



African borders (before/after)




