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Is calling slavery ñAmericaôs 

original sinòdismissive of the 

deeper issue? (Same as 1.11)

Lecture 12
(AH 1.12)



Å195 countries in world.

Å167 countries STILL have 

some form of slavery (86%) 

that impacts 46M.

ÅVietnam Nike factories in 

1970s: Workers paid $0.20/hr

($1.67/hr in 2026).
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Justé do it?



Modern slavery





Nike sweatshop



iPhone sweatshop



Suicide nets outside factories



Suicide nets outside factories



Å1st martyr to cause of 

American patriotism was 

Crispus Attucks (6ô2ò, 27).

ÅFormerly enslaved man who 

ran away was killed during

Boston Massacre (1770) when 

British fired into violent 

crowd of 200 colonists.
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Attucks: 1st martyr





Boston Massacre (1770)



Attucks at Boston Massacre



Attucks at Boston Massacre



Å5,000-8,000 black soldiers & 

sailors fought for Patriots.

ÅOver course of Am Rev, 

there was at least 1 black 

soldier at every major battle.

ÅBlacks served alongside 

whites & were often gifted for 

their service.
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Battle of Bunker Hill (1775)



Battle of Bunker Hill (1775)

This is Peter Salem. He was born into slavery around 

1750 in Framingham, MA. His 1st enslaver sold him to 

Lawson Buckminster, commander of the local 

Minutemen. Emancipated in 1775, he joined the 

Minutemen and fought at Lexington and Concord. He 

gained legendary status when he shot & killed British 

Major John Pitcairn during the Battle of Bunker Hill. He 

later fought at Saratoga and Monmouth before being 

discharged in 1780 as a free man. He died in 1816.





ÅWhile not endorsed by 

Continental Congress, first 

all-black regiment was 1st

Rhode Island.

ÅMustered in 1778 w/ 225

black & indigenous soldiers.

ÅSaw action in numerous 

battles, including Yorktown.
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1st Rhode Island (1778)



1st Rhode Island (1778)



ÅWashington was originally 

against allowing free & 

enslaved blacks in army.

ÅHowever, in 1778, when 

British promised freedom for

runaways who fought for 

Crown (20,000 fought), he 

welcomed it.
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ÅMove by British prompted 

100,000+ enslaved to escape 

across colonies & resulted in 

South declaring ñfugitive 

slavesò would be executed.

ÅBritish saw irony: Colonists 

wanted freedomé but hunted 

down runaways.
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Black soldiers in American Rev



Black soldiers in American Rev



Black soldiers in American Rev



Black soldiers in American Rev



Black soldiers in American Rev



Black soldiers in American Rev

ñI would never have 

drawn my sword in 

the cause of 

America, if I could 

have conceived that 

thereby I was 

founding a land of 

slavery.ò

- Marquis de Lafayette



ÅJames Armistead was 

trusted agent of Lafayette 

during Am Rev; served as 

double agent who gathered 

crucial intelligence from 

British for Continental Army 

that helped secure victory at 

Yorktown.
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ÅUnder Lafayetteôs direction, 

Armistead infiltrated General 

Cornwallisô camp, posing as 

runaway to gain trust of 

British officers & relay their 

strategies/plans back to 

American lines.
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ÅDespite his invaluable 

service, Armistead remained 

enslaved after Rev.

ÅW/ support from Lafayette, 

Armistead petitioned VA 

Assembly for his freedom & 

received it in 1787. 
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ÅIn gratitude for Generalôs 

support, Armistead adopted 

surname ñLafayetteò & was 

known as James Armistead 

Lafayette after that.

ÅLafayette visited Armistead 

in 1824; Armistead passed in 

1830 (Lafayette in 1834).
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ÅBlacks served in every major 

U.S. conflict; after Rev, blacks 

served in segregated units 

(1783-1948). 

Å54th Massachusetts, Buffalo 

Soldiers, Harlem Hellfighters 

& Tuskegee Airmen (ñRed 

Tailsò) among most famous.
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Segregated military (1783-1948)


