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Would Lincoln have approved 

with how Reconstruction 

played out? 
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Å In fighting to defend Union, 

people accepted that nation 

itself is more important than 

states that compose it ï 

secession officially illegal.

Å Before, U.S. Gov was 

relatively small body w/ 

limited responsibilities.

RECONSTRUCTION



Å New measures taken during 

war (1st income-tax law in 

1861 to fund war for North), 

which created larger 

bureaucracy.

Å This expanded gov started 

to play role in day-to-day life 

of its citizens.
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Å War stimulated growth of 

industrial America (steel, 

petroleum, food processing). 

Å South, however, was 

decimatedé physically, 

economically & spiritually.

Å 1 out of every 3 Southern 

men were KIA or WIA.
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Cost of preserving Unioné



Å South worse off than Europe 

after WWI & II; $4B ($80B in 

2026) in damages.

Å 10,500 military engagements 

(150 major battles); 80% 

fought in South; 124 in VA.

Å Rememberé Union needed 

to conquer South to win. 

RECONSTRUCTION



Å In 1864, Union troops under 

General Sherman cut 285-mile 

path of ñScorched Earthò 

from Atlanta to Savanna, GA.

Å $100M ($2.1B in 2026) done 

in damage (but freed 25,000).

Å Takes GA until 1920 to fully 

recover.
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Thatôll leave a marké



Å Civil War cost $9.8B ($196B 

in 2026); North spent $6.5B 

($130B in 2026) & South $3.3B 

($66B in 2026).

Å Rebuilding South & 

restoring states to Union 

called Reconstruction.

Å Lasted from: 1865-77.
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Good luck, losersé



Good luck, losersé







Å Before end of war, Lincoln 

(R) proposed ñTen Percent 

Planò.

Å When 10% of people in 

Southern state swore 

allegiance to Union & wrote 

new state constitution (w/ 13th 

Am), then could rejoin.
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Å July 24, 1866: Tennessee rejoins.

Å June 22, 1868: Arkansas rejoins.

Å June 25, 1868: Florida rejoins.

Å July 4, 1868: N. Carolina rejoins.

Å July 9, 1868: Louisiana rejoins.

Å July 9, 1868: S. Carolina rejoins.

Å July 13, 1868: Alabama rejoins.

Å July 21, 1868: Georgia rejoins.

Å Jan. 26, 1870: Virginia rejoins.

Å Feb. 23, 1870: Mississippi rejoins.

Å March 30, 1870: Texas rejoins.

Å July 15, 1870: Georgia re-rejoins.
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Å Lincolnôs plan was opposed 

by Congress (felt it usurped 

their power) & disliked by 

Radical Republicans (felt it 

was too lenient).

Å Similar to post-WWI 

sentiment toward Germany, 

many in North wanted to bury 

South; Lincoln did not.
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Å April 14, 1865 (ñGood 

Fridayò): At 10:15pm, John 

Wilkes Booth shot & killed 

Lincoln w/ .44 caliber 

Deringer pistol at Fordôs 

Theatre (in D.C.).

Å Booth was prominent actor 

at theater; South sympathizer.
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Å Booth shot Lincoln at point-

blank range behind left ear.
 

Å Bullet passed thru Lincolnôs 

brain & lodged behind his 

right eye.

Å Force of bullet shattered 

bone & created massive brain 

trauma.
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Å Lincoln was instantly killed 

(in functional sense).

Å Lincoln never regained 

consciousness & slipped into 

coma for next 9 hrs.

Å At 7:22am on April 15th, 

Lincoln passed away.
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Å Lincoln was in State Box at 

Fordôs Theatre watching 

comedy/melodrama play ñOur 

American Cousinò w/ his wife 

Mary Todd & their guests 

Major Henry Rathbone & his 

fiancée Clara Harris.

Å Lincoln paid $6 ($120 in 

2026) for entire box.  
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Å Lincoln had invited General 

Grant, but he declined since 

he & his wife, Julia, were 

planning to travel out of town.

Å In actuality, Julia was not 

fond of First Lady (they had 

many arguments) & wanted to 

avoid further encounters.
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Å Booth entered Prez box w/o 

any issues; Lincolnôs ñnewò 

bodyguard (John Parker) had 

dipped out to Star Saloon.

Å FYI: Parker later charged w/ 

neglect of duty but acquitted 

since Prez security was 

informal at time.
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Å Ironically, Lincoln signed 

legislation prior to leaving for 

Fordôs Theatre that created 

U.S. Secret Service.

Å Secret Serviceôs initial 

mission was to combat big 

time currency counterfeiting, 

not protecting Prez.
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Å Not until after Prez William 

McKinleyôs assassination in 

1901 did Congress officially 

assigned Secret Service w/ 

providing full-time protection 

of Prez.
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Å Lincoln was shot during Act 

3, Scene 2; actor Harry Hawk 

delivered punch line that drew 

loud laugh from audience & 

Booth made his move.

Å Booth dropped his pistol & 

slashed Rathboneôs left arm 

w/ dagger.
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Å Booth then jumped from box 

(10-12 ft) onto stage; his spur 

caught flag & he landed 

awkwardly, breaking fibula in 

left leg.

Å Booth shouted: ñSic semper 

tyrannis!ò (ñThus ever to 

tyrants!ò); state motto of VA.
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Å Booth escaped thru back of 

theater.

Å Audience mistook event as 

part of play until heard Mary 

Toddôs scream.

Å Lincoln carried across street 

to Petersen House.
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Å During play, Lincoln had 

leaned over & held Maryôs 

hand (scandalous at time).

Å Mary asked what Rathboneôs 

fiancée would think; Lincoln 

responded: ñShe wonôt think 

anything about it.ò

Å Those were his final words.
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Å Lincoln not only target; 

working w/ 9-10 conspirators, 

Booth wanted VP Johnson, 

General Grant & Sec of State 

William Seward killed.

Å Grant declined invite, 

Seward stabbed in own bed 

(but lived) & VP not attacked.
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Lincoln (age 56) & Booth (26)



Booth (left) as Julius Caesar

On Nov. 9, 1863, 

Booth starred in a 

performance of 

ñThe Marble 

Heartò at Fordôs 

Theatre. The 

Lincolns were 

there & twice 

Booth used 

instances in the 

play to hurl 

insults at the 

Prez. A 3rd time, 

he even pointed 

at Lincoln. 





Booth had been close enough to kill Lincoln when he 

went to Lincolnôs 2nd Inauguration on March 4, 1865 

(according to his diary). On March 17th, Booth & other 

conspirators planned on kidnapping Lincoln when he left 

a play at a military hospital in D.C. Their plan failed when 

Lincoln changed his schedule & never appeared.



Booth assassinates Lincoln



Henry Rathbone & Clara Harris



Booth jumps from State Box



Fordôs Theatre in D.C. (Now)



Boothôs pistol & dagger



Dr. Charles Leale w/ Lincoln



7:22am, April 15, 1865 (RIP)



7:22am, April 15, 1865 (RIP)



Lincolnôs death announcement



Lincolnôs bed (Petersen House)



Lincolnôs chair & bed

Detroit Chicago



Lincoln lying in state in D.C.



Lincolnôs grave (Springfield, IL)



Wanted posters & Mrs. Lincoln

$1.5M in 2026

$500K in 2026

$500K in 2026


