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Historians often refer to the Founding Fathers as “godlike”
because of the documents they produced and the influence
these had on shaping the government of the United States.
No one will refute the importance of the Declaration of

Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights. That being said, how much credit is owed to the
Founding Fathers? From what sources did they (and other
Americans) pull their ideas? Be sure to include all 11
sources. For instance, why was the Mayflower Compact signed
in the first place? Which concepts from the Mayflower
Compact did the Founding Fathers use? Into which American
document(s) did the Founding Fathers put the Mayflower
Compact’s ideas? Using these 11 sources, assess the
validity of the statement: "The American form of government
is merely a potpourri of ideas, some successful and some
not, taken from the thinkers and struggles that came before
it.” Lastly, how do the documents that govern (and the
principles and elements they outline) make the American
constitutional republic unique from other world
governments?
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We are a product of our history - even the history we don’t
like to talk about. Learning the history of the United
States cannot happen without understanding the role slavery
played in the economic, political, and social development

of the nation. Slavery, and its byproduct of racism,
influenced the language of the U.S. Constitution and
affected foreign policy and swayed elections for over a
century. Americans must understand this symbiotic
relationship and grasp the reality that slavery caused
racism, not the other way around. While slavery in the U.S.
legally ended on December 6, 1865 with the ratification of
the 13*" Amendment, racism did not. Racism is an historical
invention and has a “timeline”. Trace the roots of global
slavery and the racism it begot, focusing on the four
sizeable and overlapping slave trade operations (Trans-
Saharan, Indian Ocean, Red Sea, and Trans-Atlantic).
Lastly, is calling slavery ‘“America’s original sin”
dismissive of the deeper issue? Be sure to cite historical
evidence to justify your answer.
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The Civil War in the United States lasted four years and
resulted in over 1.1 million total casualties, more than
all of the country’s earlier wars combined. It remains, to
this day, the deadliest war ever waged by Americans.
Ironically, the seeds of dissolution were planted in the
early stages of the republic by the very men who helped
create it. The fabric of the Union ultimately tore with the
formation of the Confederate States of America, but the
notion of states’ rights and secession were far from just
Civil War issues. They slowly embedded themselves into the
minds of the American public and flared up on numerous
occasions prior to the commencement of hostilities in 1861.
Trace the history of states’ rights and secession from
America’s early days as a republic up to the eve of the
Civil War. How (and why) does secession remain an integral
part in the discussion of states’ rights today-?
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BB CRITERIA 01: 0 1 2 3 4

Did the thesis provide a proper (but brief) snapshot of the entire essay? Was it underlined?

BB CRITERIA 02: 0 1 2 3

Did the essay contain an appropriate introduction that successfully began the presentation

and/or argument?

BB CRITERIA 03: 0 1 2 3

Did the essay contain an appropriate and necessary number of supporting/body paragraphs?

BB CRITERIA 04: 0 1 2 3

As a whole, did the essay flow from paragraph-to-paragraph and not come across as 'choppy'"?

Was it logically and systematically presented?

BB CRITERIA 05: 0 1 2 3 4

Did the essay contain a proper conclusion that summarized the entire essay in one paragraph?
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BB CRITERIA 06: 3

Was the essay (relatively) free of grammatical and spelling mistakes? In other words, "I

think'", "I feel"”, or "I believe"” and other classroom faux pas were limited.

BB CRITERIA 07: 0 1 2 3 4 5

Was the proper amount of information included to answer the question and demonstrate knowledge

of the topic - but not too much so as to bog down the essay’s "flow'"?

BB CRITERIA 08: 0 1 2 3 4 5

Were specific (and correct) examples of the who, the what, the when, the where, and the WHY

provided throughout the essay?

BB CRITERIA 009: 0 1
Did the essay address all parts of the question?

BB CRITERIA 10: 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Overall, was the essay a successful and well-written presentation? Did it demonstrate mastery

of the material?










