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What does it mean if something 

is only ñskin-deepò?

Lecture 01
(AH 2.01)



Å1873: Samuel Clemens 

(a.k.a. Mark Twain, 1835-1910), 

author & satirist, wrote novel 

called The Gilded Age: A Tale 

of Today.

ÅHistorians adopted term 

ñGilded Ageò & applied it to 

era in U.S. from 1870-1900.

GILDED AGE



Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain)



Iconic Mark Twain quipsé

ÅMark Twain is one of 

most quoted authors; 

quotes are attributed to 

him because of his dry 

humor & biting wit.

ÅñNever put off until 

tomorrow what you can do 

the day after tomorrow.ò

ÅñPoliticians are like 

diapers. They both need 

changing regularlyé and 

for the same reason.ò



Iconic Mark Twain quipsé

ÅñI have never let my 

schooling interfere with 

my education.ò

ÅñA óclassicô is a book that 

people praise but donôt 

read.ò

ÅñIf you donôt read the 

newspaper, youôre 

uninformed. If you read 

the newspaper, youôre 

misinformed.ò



Iconic Mark Twain quipsé

ÅñItôs easier to fool people 
than to convince them that 

they have been fooled.ò

ÅñNever argue with stupid 

people. They will drag you 

down to their level and 

beat you with experience.ò

ÅñNo amount of evidence 

will ever persuade an 

idiot.ò



Iconic Mark Twain quipsé

ÅñIf you tell the truth, you 

donôt have to remember 

anything.ò

ÅñWorrying is like paying 

a debt you donôt owe.ò

ÅñWhenever you find 

yourself on the side of the 

majority, it is time to 

pause and reflect.ò

ÅñThe world owes you 

nothing. It was here first.ò



Iconic Mark Twain quipsé

ÅñPatriotism is supporting 

your country all the timeé 

and your government 

when it deserves it.ò

ÅñA lie can run around the 

world six times while the 

truth is still trying to put 

on its pants.ò

ÅñThe more I learn about 

people, the more I like my 

dog.ò



Iconic Mark Twain quipsé

ÅTwainôs preface to novel 

Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn (1884) reads:

ÅñPersons attempting to 

find a motive in this 

narrative will be 

prosecuted. Persons 

attempting to find a moral 

in it will be banished. 

Persons attempting to find 

a plot in it will be shot.ò



ÅTime of new inventions; led 

to rapid industrial growth.

ÅCities grew in size.

ÅWealthy built mansions.

ÅSkyscrapers reached clouds 

& electric lights banished 

darkness.

GILDED AGE





ÅTerm ñGilded Ageò NOT 

compliment from Twain.

ÅSomething is gilded if it is

covered w/ thin layer of gold 

on outside but made of cheap

material inside.

GILDED AGE





ÅGilded Age was time of BIG 

industrial achievementé

ÅéBUT look behind curtain & 

it was rife w/ corruption,

poverty, crime & gaps in 

wealth between rich & poor.

ÅProsperity only skin-deep, 

golden ñturdò.

GILDED AGE



Gilded ñprosperityò



Peak behind the curtainé



Gilded cityscape



Peak behind the curtainé



Gilded wealthy families



Peak behind the curtainé



Peak behind the curtainé



Gilded sports (Ohio State, 1890)



Peak behind the curtainé



Gilded ñuptownò living



Peak behind the curtainé



Peak behind the curtainé



Peak behind the curtainé



Peak behind the curtainé



ñProtectors of Our Industriesò







Peak behind the curtainé



ÅNickname made fun of those 

that flaunted wealth (& played 

on term ñGolden Ageò).

ÅTwain used term to mock

ñnew richò(who lacked 

tradition); this thin veneer of 

wealth for elite masked 

broader issues for many in 

lower & middle classes.

GILDED AGE





ÅTwain detested financial 

inequality of era; idea of 

grandeur in face of 

unresolved social concerns 

upset him greatly.

ÅDespite going bankrupt in 

1894, Twain eventually worth 

$500,000 ($17M in 2026) by 

time of death in 1910.

GILDED AGE



ÅTwain was philanthropist 

who donated to many 

charitable causes, including 

education of blacks; gave $$$

to Historically Black College 

(HBC) Tuskegee University.

ÅMoved to poor town of 

Edburg, MO to help people 

there.

GILDED AGE



Twain: Satirist & Philanthropist





GILDED PRESIDENTS



Ulysses S.Grant

Whoôs Who?

18th Prez; Republican.

Civil War hero. Pushed for

15th Am, fought for rights of 

Native Americans & blacks; 

went after KKK during 

Reconstruction (1865-1877).

U.S. Presidents

Lived: 1822-1885; Served: 1869-1877



Popular Vote

Grant: 52.66%

Seymo: 47.34% 

Electoral Vote

Grant: 214 

Seymo: 80 

1868

Turnout: 80.9% To Win: 148 EVs

11/3/1868



Popular Vote

Grant: 55.6%

Greeley: 43.8%

Electoral Vote

Grant: 286

Greeley: 66

(0 officially)

18681872

Turnout: 72.1% To Win: 177 EVs

11/5/1872

On November 

29 th (after 

the PV was 

counted but 

before the 

Electoral 

College cast 

its votes), 

Greeley 

died. As a 

result, 

Electors 

pledged to 

Greeley cast 

their EVs 

for 4 

others.



Prez #18

1869 - 1877



Rutherford B. Hayes

Whoôs Who?

Compromise of 1877 made 

him Prez. Tried to improve 

gov after Civil War by 

protecting rights of people 

of all races.

U.S. Presidents

Lived: 1822-1893; Served: 1877-1881

19th Prez; Republican.


