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When is influencing goodé and 

bad?
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ÅTerms ñimperialismò & 

ñcolonialismò are often used 

interchangeably.

ÅActually quite different.

AGE OF IMPERIALISM



ÅColonialism is complete 

control (direct).

ÅTerritorial annexation (take 

land; add to colonizerôs map) 

& loss of sovereignty (take 

away ability to govern).

ÅEx: 13 colonies (ñNo 

taxation w/o rep!ò).

AGE OF IMPERIALISM



ÅImperialism is informal 

control (direct & indirect).

ÅInfluence gov, culture, 

religion, finances by using 

military & economics.

ÅEx: U.S. in Iraq (2003-11); not 

made 51st state, influenced 

elections.

AGE OF IMPERIALISM



ÅSimply puté

ÅColonialism is

COMPLETE CONTROL.

ÅImperialism is

INFORMAL INFLUENCE.

AGE OF IMPERIALISM



ÅCountries pursue either for  

4 reasons:

1. Reactive

2. Ideological

3. Power

4. Economic

AGE OF IMPERIALISM



ÅEasy way to rememberé

ÅñThe world is RIPE

for the taking.ò

AGE OF IMPERIALISM























ÅDo it because others are 

doing ité peer pressure.

ÅAll the ñcool countriesò are 

expanding, why canôt we?!

ÅDone to protect borders.

ÅEx: Soviet ñsatelliteò nations 
in E. Europe (post-WWII).

1. REACTIVE





ÅSpread ideas about gov, 

religion & culture.

ÅMost controversial.

ÅEx: ñWhite Manôs Burdenò 

(about white race needing to 

help ñcivilizeò backward 

races) & Social Darwinism 

(survival of fittest race).

2. IDEOLOGICAL





ÅExpand for dominance & 

prestige.

ÅRestore reputation.

ÅEx: After France lost

Franco-Prussian War (1870-

1871), went after Africa & 

Vietnam (French Indochina).

3. POWER







ÅBiggest motive; often tied to 

capitalism ($$$, Supply & 

Demand).

ÅExpand economy, get raw 

materials, find new markets.

ÅEx: U.S. influence in Latin 

America (early 1900s); China 

in Africa today.

4. ECONOMIC













1. Antiquity (300 BC-476 AD)

2. Medieval (476-1400)

3. European (1400-1700)

4. Merchant (1700-1815)

5. Free Trade (1815-1870)

6. New (1870-1914)

7. Modern (1945-Now)

7 AGES OF IMPERIALISM



1. ANTIQUITY

When:

Influencers:

300 BC-476 AD

Greece, Rome,

Macedonia

2 key events:

ÅFall of Persian Empire

ÅAtheG: Hellenistic; Alexandria



ñAlexò the Great (356-323 BC)



Roman Empire (27 BC-476 AD)

At peak in 117 AD, was 2.51M miles in size (4.37% of world) & housed 

22.2% of worldôs population (70M of 315M people alive); included 50-

60 countries. Began under Augustus. 20th largest empire in history.

Largest Empires: 1. British, 2. Mongol, 

3. Soviet, 4. Spanish, 5. Umayyad é 11. U.S.



1st Persian Empire (550-330 BC)

At peak in 480 BC, was 3.08M miles in size (5.36% of world) & housed 

44.48% of worldôs population (50M of 112.4M people alive; highest for 

any empire); included 27 countries. 15th largest empire in history.

A.K.A. Achaemenid Empire



Macedonian Empire (808-167 BC)

At peak in 323 BC, was 2.01M miles in size (3.49% of world) & housed 

4.5% of worldôs population (4.5M of 100M people alive); included 20 

countries. ñA-the-Gò ruled 336-323 BC. 25th largest empire in history.



2. MEDIEVAL

476-1400

Muslims, Mongols, 

Crusaders

ÅCrusades

ÅGenghis Khan (1/200; 0.5% males)

When:

Influencers:

2 key events:



Crusades (1095-1272)



Genghis Khan (1162-1227)



Mongol Empire (1206-1368)

Largest contiguous land empire. At peak in 1279, was 12.74M miles in 

size (22.29% of world) & housed 25.6% of pop (110M of 429M people); 

included 28 countries. Genghis ruled from 1206-1227. 2nd largest.



3. EUROPEAN

1400-1700

SP, POR, FR

NETH, BRIT

ÅMercantilism (Triangle/Slave Trade)

ÅScramble for New World

When:

Influencers:

2 key events:



Mercantilism



Scramble for New World


