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When you see ité



ÅKids love mascots.

ÅAdults love mascots.

ÅAdults w/ kids love mascots.

ÅEverybody loves mascots.

ÅMascots help distract you 

from dumpster fire that is 

your team on field.

MASCOTS





ÅWord ñmascotòcan be 

traced back to France; term 

used to describe anything 

that brought you luck.

ÅWord was popularized in 

1880 by French composer 

who wrote opera called La 

Mascotte.

MASCOTS



ÅOperaôs storyline concerned 

French farm girl that was 

believed to bring good luck to 

whomever possessed heré

Åéif she remained virgin.

MASCOTS





ÅAside from obscure French 

operas, most associate 

mascots w/ athletics.

Å1908: Earliest mascot in 

sports was for Chicago Cubs.

ÅBut who or what should be 

portrayed in ñmascotò form?

MASCOTS



Chicago Cubsô mascot (1908)



OSUôs Brutus Buckeye (1974)



Keith Burkes played ñBrutusò



ÅDid you know?

ÅOnly 3 MLB teams donôt 

have mascots:

ÅYankees, Dodgers & Angels.

MASCOTS



ÅThere are 167 pro teams in 

U.S. Ą NFL (32), NHL (32), 

MLB (30), NBA (30), MLS (30) 

& WNBA (13); only 26 have 

nicknames that do NOT end in 

letter ñSò.

ÅCan you name all 26 teams?
ÅHint: Every team in NFL ends in ñSò, so itôs out. There are 8 from 

WNBA, 7 from MLS, 5 from NHL, 4 from NBA & 2 from MLB.

MASCOT POP QUIZ:



01. Miami Heat

04. Oklahoma City Thunder

03. Orlando Magic

02. Utah Jazz

05. Colorado Avalanche

07. Tampa Bay Lightning

09. Minnesota Wild

10. Boston Red Sox

11. Chicago White Sox

06. Seattle Kraken

08. Utah Mammoth

NBA, NHL & MLB (11 teams):



WNBA (8 teams):

1. Atlanta Dream

6. Chicago Sky

8. Connecticut Sun

2. Indiana Fever

3. New York Liberty

4. Minnesota Lynx

5. Phoenix Mercury

7. Seattle Storm



3. Chicago Fire

1. Columbus Crew

2. Houston Dynamo

4. Los Angeles Galaxy

5. New England Revolution

6. Philadelphia Union

MLS (7 teams):

7. Atlanta United



ÅMany images & words have 

been removed from popular 

nomenclature.

ÅDebates continue over 

which are offensive.

ÅNative Americans (a.k.a. 

ñIndiansò) & tribes often used 

as team names.

MASCOTS



ÅHistorians studied 

nicknames of every college in 

U.S. & found they share 1

strikingly common feature:

Å8 of 10 most popular college 

nicknames are ñbeasts of 

preyò.

MASCOTS



COLLEGE TEAM NAMES:

10. Bears 

09. Wildcats 

08. Indians 

07. Panthers 

06. Lions 

05. Warriors

04. Bulldogs 

03. Cougars 

02. Tigers 

01. Eagles



Å2 of 10 nicknames (Indians & 

Warriors) reference ñNative 

Americansò(or 20%).

ÅBUTé if you dig deeper, 

many teams are named after 

specific tribes.

ÅThis greatly changes total. 

MASCOTS



Chippewas

Tomahawks

Chieftains

MASCOTS



ÅIf combined all nicknames 

associated w/ ñIndiansò 

(directly & indirectly), Native 

American names are most 

widely used sports name.

ÅWhy have so many teams 

been named after Native 

Americans? ñSo what?ò

MASCOTS





ñRedfaceò = No go



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Illinois Fighting Illini (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Chief 

ñIlliniwekò

Illinois Fighting Illini (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Chief 

ñIlliniwekò

Illinois Fighting Illini (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Florida State Seminoles (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Florida State Seminoles (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Florida State Seminoles (NCAA)

Chief 

ñOsceolaò & 

ñRenegadeò 

(horse)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

San Diego State Aztecs (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

San Diego State Aztecs (NCAA)



WHATôS IN A NAME?

San Diego State Aztecs (NCAA)

Monty 

Montezuma



WHATôS IN A NAME?

San Diego State Aztecs (NCAA)

Monty 

Montezuma



WHATôS IN A NAME?



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Chicago Blackhawks (NHL)

Proposed 

logo 

change



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Cleveland Indians (MLB)

Chief 

ñWahooò



WHATôS IN A NAME?

Atlanta Braves (MLB)


