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Why can the term ñgenocideò 

apply to the treatment of Native 

Americans (1As)?
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ÅñNewò Worldé very old.

ÅDuring Ice Age, Bering Land 

Bridge (between Alaska & 

Siberia) formed.

ÅAsians crossed & became 1st

humans in Americas.

IMPERIALISM AT HOME



ÅWhen last glaciers receded 

10,000 yrs ago, ancestors of 

Native Americans filled N. & 

S. America.

ÅThey lived in isolation from 

what was happening over in 

ñOldò World.

IMPERIALISM AT HOME



1st humans in N. & S. America





Bering Land Bridge



1st humans cross Land Bridge



ÅNative Americans (a.k.a. 

First Americans or 1As) that 

greeted Europeans when they 

arrived (Jamestown, 

Plymouth, etc.) & as they 

moved inland were diverse.

ÅSpoke 300-350 distinct

languages; societies & ways 

of living were unique.
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Trail of Tears



Å1492: When Columbus

arrived at Hispaniola (Haiti & 

Dominican Republic), thought

he was in Asia, which Spanish 

calledñthe Indiesò.

ÅCalled 1As ñindiosò, as in 

ñpeople of Indiesò (translated 

toñIndianò).
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ÅAztecs (Mexico) & Incas 

(Peru) built great empires.

ÅMississippians (Mound 

Builders) built cities larger 

than Medieval London from 

Missouri to Mississippi.
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ÅPueblo of Southwest lived in 

large towns, irrigated land w/ 

river water & traded w/ others 

in Mexico & CA.

ÅIn East, people who 

encountered English settlers 

varied, but lived in similar 

ways; most grew own food.

IMPERIALISM AT HOME



ÅSome formed alliances 

called confederacies for 

purposes of keeping peace 

among neighbors & making 

war on outsiders (like 

Iroquois in NY & Powhatan 

Confederacy in VA).
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Pocahontas (1596-1617)



Capt. Standish & Gov. Bradford



Chief Massasoit & Squanto



1st Thanksgiving (1621)



ñThe rest of the storyéò



ñThe rest of the storyéò



Å1700-1815: Eastern N. 

America annexed into 

European empires &

(eventually) U.S. 

ÅAs settlers & enslaved 

increased, demand for land 

increased.

Å1As resisted.
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Å1754-1815: French & Indian 

War (1754-63), Pontiacôs 

Rebellion (1763-66), American 

Rev (1775-83), War of 1812 

(1812-15) took land east of 

Mississippi from 1As.

Å1As divided between both 

sides during wars; some 

chose side opposite of rivals.
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Musket: $10 ($530 in 2026)



Battle of Michilimackinac (1763)



Battle of Bushy Run (1763)



Battle of Oriskany (1777)



ÅPrez Jefferson gave 1As

2 options:

Å1. Assimilate & live like 

ñcivilizedò Americans (who 

pooped in buckets).

Å2. Resist & be removed to 

Indian Territory west of

Mississippi River.
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ÅThen came Manifest Destiny.

Å1830: Prez Jackson signed

Indian Removal Act.

Å1834: Indian Territory (now 

Oklahoma) created as

homeland for 1As from East 

Coast.
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Å1838-39: U.S. Army marched 

17,000 Cherokee (at gunpoint) 

800 miles from GA to OK in 

ñTrail of Tearsò.

Å4,000+ died from disease, 

starvation, violence & 

execution.
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Trail of Tears



Trail of Tears





ÅBy end of Jacksonôs 

Presidency, 45,000+ 1As had 

been ñrelocatedò.

ÅRoutes like Oregon Trail 

renewed hostilities when 

settlers killed 1As food 

supplies (buffalo) & began 

flocking out West.
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Prez #7

1829 - 1837


