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Where/what is the ñnextò 

frontier?

Lecture 05
(AH 2.05)



ÅMarch 2, 1889: 2 days before 

leaving office, Prez Cleveland 

signed Indian Appropriation 

Act of 1889.

ÅIncoming Prez Ben Harrison 

issued proclamation making 

ñUnassigned Landsò in Indian 

Territory (2M acres) open for 

settlement on April 22, 1889. 
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Presidential Turds



ÅApril 22, 1889: 50,000

settlers gathered at ñstarting 

lineò; single cannon shot was 

fired at noon to began 

ñOklahoma Land Rushò.

ÅLike ñBlack Fridayò post-

Thanksgiving shoppersé but 

taking someone elseôs land.
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ñIf you ainôt first, youôre lastéò



America at its finesté



America at its finesté



America at its finesté



America at its finesté



ÅTo ñclaimò 160-acre plot, had 

to be 21+, citizen & head of 

household (or widow).

ÅHad to drop tent or plant 

flag; took coordinates to land 

office, paid $14 filing fee 

($510 in 2026) & promised to 

improve land over 5 yrs in 

order to gain full title.
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Truth in advertising



ÅPeople who went before 

official noon start were called 

ñSoonersò & were prohibited 

from making legal claims (in 

violation of ñSooner Clauseò 

in Indian Appropriation Act).

ÅPeople who followed rules 

were ñBoomersò.
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ÅWithin hrs, new towns like 

Oklahoma City, Kingfisher & 

Guthrie sprang up 

(ñboomedò). 

Å18 yrs after land rush, 

Oklahoma became 46th state 

in 1907; nicknamed ñSooner 

Stateò.
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Oklahoma ñBoomersò



Oklahoma ñBoomersò



Univ of Oklahoma ñSoonersò



Univ of Oklahoma ñSoonersò



Oklahoma State ñCowboysò



ñSoonersò & ñCowboysò



Oklahoma state flag & seal



ÅBecause of land grabs 

(along w/ war, disease & 

forced removal), U.S. 

completed Continental 

Manifest Destiny by 1890 & 

stretched from coast-to-coast.

Å1890: Census Bureau 

proclaimed frontier ñclosedò.
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Sea to Shining Seaé



ÅIn reality, still lots of land & 

new settlement continued into 

1900s, but this marked end of 

era.

ÅFrederick Jackson Turner, 

historian & professor at 

Wisconsin & Harvard, saw

significance in ñclosingò.
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ÅFrontier providedñsafety-

valve of social discontentò; 

place where Americans could

always make fresh start.

Å1893: Turner delivered 

address ñThe Significance of 

the Frontier in American 

Historyò.
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ÅñFrontier Thesisò:U.S. 

society shaped by Western 

frontier rather than by 

European influence; started 

as displaced Europeans & 

became more-and-more 

ñAmericanò as moved west.

ÅFrontier played role in 

creation of U.S. democracy.
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ÅTurner argued individualistic 

democracy most important 

effect of frontier since 

individuals forced to rely on 

own wits & strengthé or die.

ÅCowboy is purely American;

no Greek or Russian 

ñcowboysò.
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ÅIf frontier had been so 

essential to development of 

American culture & 

democracy, Turner 

ponderedé what would 

happen to America after 

frontier closed?
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ñAnd now, four 

centuries from the 

discovery of 

America, at the 

end of a hundred 

years of life under 

the Constitution, 

the frontier has 

gone, and with its 

going has closed 

the first period of 

American history.ò



ÅAfter frontier ñclosedò & w/ 

continent ñManifest             

Destin-iedò, U.S. turned eyes 

to horizon.

ÅImperialistic ñspiritò soon 

embroiled nation in conflicts, 

land acquisitions, alliances & 

warsé overseas. Wouldnôt 

GW be so proud?!
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ÅAmericans saw great value 

in new markets overseas long 

before ñclosingò of frontier.

Å1852: Prez Fillmore ordered 

Commodore Matthew C. Perry

to ñnegotiateò trade treaty w/ 

Japan.
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Å1853: Perryôs warships 

sailed into Tokyo Bay.

ÅJapanôs rulers (fearful of 

influence of Western ideas) 

knew they werenôt powerful 

enough to resists.

Å1854: Japan & U.S. signed 

treaty to start trading.  
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Perry & his ships



Japanese cartoon about Perry


