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Does the U.S. have any 

ñcoloniesò today?
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ÅApril 24, 1898: Spain 

declared war on U.S.

ÅApril 25, 1898: Congress 

declared war on Spain.

ÅSpanish-American War had 

begun.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR





ÅTo quiet skeptical crowd, 

Congress reaffirmed Cuban 

independence was ñsole 

intentò of war. (Wink, winké)

ÅCongress passed Teller 

Amendment (submitted by CO 

Senator Henry Teller) Ą U.S. 

not allowed to annex Cuba.
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ñDibsò



ÅWas 1st war fought against 

someone other than itself 

since Mexican-American War 

(1846-1848).

ÅStill ñhard feelingsò from 

Civil War (1861-1865); wasnôt 

easy to erase tensions 

between North & South.
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ÅOther issue: 200,000+ 

Spanish troops stationed in 

Cuba; only 25,000 in entire

U.S. Army.

ÅPrez McKinley requested

125,000 volunteers (later 

267,000); would not be 

ñbattle-readyò for some time.
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ÅU.S. Navy blockaded Cuba.

ÅCommodore George Dewey

smashed Spanish fleet in

Philippines (Spanish 

possession since 1565) at

Battle of Manila Bay; wanted 

to keep Spain from sailing to 

attack U.S. (7,000 miles to San 

Fran & 13,000 miles to Cuba).
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ÅDiscrepancy in losses 

foreshadowed things to come 

during war.

ÅU.S. suffered 10 casualties & 

1 ship damaged.

ÅSpain suffered 348

casualties & 8 ships lost.
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American ñReachò



U.S. 

Commodore 

George Dewey





Battle of Manila Bay (1898)



Battle of Manila Bay (1898)



War in Cuba & Philippines



ÅEase & speed of Deweyôs 

victory surprised McKinley.

ÅSent 20,000 troops from San 

Fran to Philippines; en route, 

U.S. seized took island Guam, 

Spanish possession (1521).

ÅSo, weôre doing all of this 

toé help Cuba be free?
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ÅDewey worked w/ Emilio 

Aguinaldo, Filipino rebel 

leader who revolted 

(unsuccessful) against 

Spanish in 1896.

ÅAguinaldo took rest of 

islands; U.S. secured Manila 

(capital of Philippines).

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR



ÅMeanwhile, back in Cubaé

ÅSpanish not prepared; 

soldiers weak & sick, old 

warships w/ untrained crews.

ÅBUTé U.S. Army also poorly 

prepared; recruited 

volunteers but lacked 

resources to train them.
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Spanish

U.S.



Å1 famous volunteer cavalry

unit was mix of cowboys, 

miners & law officers; called

ñRough Ridersò.

ÅRaised by Teddy Roosevelt 

(39); TR took command as 

colonel (worried war would be 

over before he got there).
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Colonel Roosevelt



Å17,000 U.S. troops landed 

east of Santiago, Cuba.

ÅSpanish fleet was well 

protected by powerful shore-

based guns & occupied 

Santiago Harbor.

ÅAmerica loves good ñhillò 

battle, soooooé
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ÅJuly 1st: Rough Riders &

9th + 10th Cavalry Regiments 

(black troops, ñBuffalo 

Soldiersò) take Kettle Hill &

captured San Juan Hill.

ÅU.S. outnumbered Spanish 

16:1 (18,412 U.S., 521 Spain) 
U.S. 144 KIA & 1,024 WIA;                       

Spain 114 KIA & 366 WIA.
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ÅAt Battles of Las Guásimas 

(June 24th), San Juan Hill 

(July 1st), Kettle Hill (July 1st) 

& El Caney (July 1st), Rough 

Riders & Buffalo Soldiers 

fought brilliantly; Rooseveltôs 

courage made him hero back 

home (media superstar).
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Buffalo Soldiers



Buffalo Soldiers



Battle of San Juan Hill



Battle of San Juan Hill (1898)



Battle of San Juan Hill (1898)



Charge of Rough Riders



Charge of Buffalo Soldiers





Atop Kettle Hill




