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Å1815-1870: Britain faced little 

competition from other world 

powers (ñFree Tradeò Imp).

ÅChief rival France was 

recovering from French Rev & 

Napoleonic Wars; U.S. wasnôt 

world power (& was waging 

its own Civil War).

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



How big was Britainôs Empire?



Big. It was big. Like really big.



ñYea baby, yea!ò



ñThe sun never setséò



365 Days of FREEEEEEDOM!



Roar



Roar, babyé





ÅBy 1850s, Britain controlled 

India thanks to conquest & 

ñsomeò diplomacy.

ÅBritish East India Company

(yes, that company) stationed 

out of Calcutta, India.

ÅMega-company used this 

fort to take over subcontinent.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅTo save $$$, BEIC hired 

Indian soldiers (called 

ñsepoysò; from Persian word 

for ñsoldierò) to serve in

British Army in India.

Å160,000 in British Army in 

Indiaé 24,000 British (15%).

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅThrough extensive training, 

sepoys became strong 

component to British Army.

ÅBritish pleased because 

saving $$$ by using locals.

ÅHowever, many Indians felt

their religion (Hinduism, 

Islam) & caste disrespected.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM





Å1856: British issued rifle 

cartridges greased w/ fat of 

cows & pigs.

ÅSepoys horrified & offended.

ÅWhy were they offended?

ÅCows sacred to Hindus & 

pigs unclean to Muslims.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM







Sacred cow



New cartridges



New cartridges



ÅHindu or Muslim soldier 

would be ñritually pollutedò

when bit off end of cartridge.

ÅGroup of sepoys refused to 

load new bullets.

ÅConvicted of mutiny & jailed.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅSepoys revolted, starting 

Sepoy Mutiny (1857-59).

ÅRivalries between Hindus & 

Muslims kept them from 

working together & they lost.

ÅBritish took direct control of 

India. (India liberated 1947.)

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅResults were catastrophic:

Å6,000 British 

soldiers/civilians killed.

Å50,000 sepoys KIA or 

executed later (many shot 

from cannons).

Å800,000 Indian civilians died. 

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅBritish penny-pinchers in 

London clearly didnôt ñread 

roomò (or care).

ÅSuch carelessness proved 

destructive (& expensive, 

ironically) due to rebellion.

ÅCrucial to learn, understand 

& respect local customs, etc.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



Sepoy Mutiny (1857-59)



Sepoy Mutiny (1857-59)



Sepoy punishment



ÅMeanwhileé British had eye 

on China (like everyone else).

ÅChinese Qing Dynasty 

started trading w/ West by 

end of 1700s.

ÅKept trade confined to 1

port; Balance of Trade (BoT) 

in Chinaôs favor.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅBritish wanted to expand 

trade beyond 1 port.

ÅBEIC introduced opium from 

India to China.

ÅAddiction spread & by 

1800é BoT now favored

Britain.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



Opium field



Opium manufacturing in India



BEIC opium stores



Opium den







ÅQing Gov started seizing 

opium stores & demanded 

Britain not bring opium into 

Chinese waters.

ÅBritish sent troops & 

warships, beginning First 

Opium War (1839-42).

BRITISH IMPERIALISM





ÅUsing outdated weapons, 

Chinese did poorly.

ÅBritain: 353 killed (69 KIA) & 

451 WIA.

ÅChina: 18,000-20,000

KIA/WIA.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅTreaty of Nanking (signed at 

gunpoint) gave Hong Kong to 

Britain (kept until 1997) & 

opened 5 more ports.

ÅIronically, nothing was said 

about opium in treaty that 

ended OPIUM War.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



First Opium War (1839-42)



First Opium War (1839-42)



ÅBritain renewed hostilities w/ 

China to gain more.

ÅFrance joined Britain in 

Second Opium War (1856-60).

Å2,900 Western troops 

KIA/WIA vs. Chinaôs 12,000-

30,000 KIA/WIA.

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



ÅSecond Opium War made 

China vulnerable to outsiders.

ÅAlso forced China to 

LEGALIZE opiumé & buy 

directly from Britain (how 

convenient).

BRITISH IMPERIALISM



Second Opium War (1856-60)



Å1870-1914: Europe ramped 

up expansion (ñNewò Imp).

ÅMotives remained same 

(R.I.P.E.); number of countries 

competing changed. 

ÅAfrica & Pacific new targets.

SOCIAL DARWINISM



ÅñNewò imp tied to racism & 

Social Darwinism.

ÅRacism: Belief that race 

determines oneôs traits & 

capabilities; stereotypes used 

to deny someone service.

ÅRacists believe some are 

superior / inferior.

SOCIAL DARWINISM



ÅSocial Darwinists believe 

humans compete in struggle 

where natural selection 

results in survival of fittest.

ÅDarwinists view imbalances 

of power between races, 

religions & countries as some 

people ñmore fitò to survive.

SOCIAL DARWINISM



ÅMany Europeans believed

had moral responsibility to 

civilize ñprimitiveò people, 

especially those in Africa.

ÅThis brought Christianity to 

Africaé whether they wanted 

it or not (ñWhite Manôs 

Burdenò).

SOCIAL DARWINISM



ñWhite Manôs Burdenò



ÅEuropeans raced to claim 

territory (& resources within 

said territory) in ñScramble 

for Africaò (1885-1914).

Å1884-85: Berlin West Africa 

Conference met in Germany & 

settled disputes from land 

grab.

SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA



Å14 countries attended what 

turned into ñFantasy Draftò:

ÅAustria-Hungary, Belgium, 

Britain, Denmark, France, 

Germany, Italy, Netherlands 

(Dutch), Portugal, Russia, Spain, 

Sweden-Norway (unified: 1814-

1905), Turkey & U.S.

Å0 Africans invited.

SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA



ÅW/ no regard to WHO was on 

WHAT land, Europe circled & 

redrew map; hodgepodge of 

boundaries divided Africa into 

50 new countries w/ 1,000 

indigenous cultures/regions.

ÅñNewò countries made up of 

groups who did not get along.

SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA



African borders (before/after)




