PLEASE NOTE

* The following lecture was written,
designed, and organized by Dr.
Hartnell for educational purposes. It
aligns with the state curriculum and
was meticulously researched from
sources that represent an array of
multicultural perspectives, beliefs,
affiliations, orientations, and
identities.

* All lectures and course materials are
the intellectual property of Dr. Hartnell.
Such content is copyright protected
and may not be shared, uploaded,
distributed, or sold.
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U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* Immigration has always
been political “hot button”
topic in U.S.

* There’s more to citizenship,
deportations & all-things
immigration than your aunt’s
unhinged Facebook rants
may lead you to believe.
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U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* Immigration & Nationality
Act of 1952 sets legal
requirements for acquiring
(& losing) U.S. citizenship.

 Changes made after terrorist
attacks of 9/11/01; Dept. of

Homeland Security took over
iImmigration duties in 2003.
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U.S. CITIZENSHIP

» “Automatically” citizen if:

1. Born in U.S., no matter
parents’ citizenship;
sometimes referred to by
pejorative (negative /
controversial) term “anchor
babies”.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* If born overseas, you’re still
considered citizen if:

1. Both parents already
citizens when born and...

2. 1 of parents lived in U.S.
before your birth.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* If 1 parent is citizen & you’re
born overseas, still citizen If:

1. Citizen parent lived 5+ yrs
In U.S. before your birth
and...

2.2 0of 5yrs were after citizen
parent’s 14t birthday.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* If you’re adopted overseas:

1. Child (under 18) with IR-4
or IH-4 Visa will receive
citizenship once adoptive
(citizen) parents complete
adoption process.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

 To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 1. Be 18 at time of filing.

Step 2. Be Lawful Permanent
Resident (LPR); means they
have “green card” (were
sponsored, applied w/
USCIS, avg cost is $1,440).




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* Once become LPR (& have
your “green card”), you can
work & live in U.S. indefinitely
(forever).

* You do NOT need to become
U.S. citizen to stay in U.S.

* LPRs are protected by all
U.S. laws.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

 LPRs must obey all U.S.
laws, pay taxes, “support
democratic form of

government” (but can’t vote
because not citizen).

* LPRs register for military
draft (eligible for Selective
Service; ages 18-25).




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

 Name “green card” comes
from color of old application
paper used until 1977.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PERMANENT RESIDENT _

o lmw@;'f L QN Surname s
- i e

<

Given Name

COSETTE

>CIs# Category
000-000-000 IR1
Country of Birth
French Republic

ate of Birth Sex
18 NOV 1942 F

Card Expires: 11/22/2031
Resident Since: 11/23/1991




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 3. Livein U.S. as LPR
for 5 yrs (3 yrs if married to
citizen); absence 1+ yr.

Step 4. Physically present for
30 months prior to filing
application.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 5. Have resided in same
state or district for 3 months
(I.e. No moving around
frequently).




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 6. Pass background
check & be “person of good
moral character”; red flags:
crimes against people &/or

property, use of drugs &

“habitual drunkenness”.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 6. Will be barred for:
murder, aggravated felony,
treason, espionage, been
part of genocide / torture /
severe violations of
freedoms (i.e. religious).




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 7. Pass U.S. History &
Gov (a.k.a. “Civics”) Test.

Step 8. Read, write, speak &
use words in VERY basic
English.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

* To become “naturalized”
(made U.S. citizen) you must:

Step 9. Take “Oath of
Allegiance”.




U.S. CITIZENSHIP

“I hereby declare, on oath, that | absolutely and
entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and
fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or
sovereignty, of whom or which | have heretofore
been a subject or citizen; that | will support and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United States

of America against all enemies, foreign and
domestic; that | will bear true faith and allegiance to
the same; that | will bear arms on behalf of the United
States when required by the law; that | will perform
noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the
United States when required by the law; that | will
perform work of national importance under civilian
direction when required by the law; and that | take
this obligation freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; so help me God.”




“I hereby declare, on oath, that | absolutely and
entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and
fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or
sovereignty, of whom or which | have heretofore
been a subject or citizen; that | will support and
defend the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that | will bear true faith and
allegiance to the same; that | will bear arms on
behalf of the United States when required by the
law; that | will perform noncombatant service in
the Armed Forces of the United States when
required by the law; that | will perform work of
national importance under civilian direction
when required by the law; and that | take this
obligation freely, without any mental reservation
or purpose of evasion; so help me God.”

“Oath of Allegiance”




NATURALIZATION TEST

* To start, those attempting to
become citizen are
“interviewed” by assigned
USCIS (U.S. Citizenship &

Immigration Services) officer.

» Officer asks about
individual’s background &
application.




0.S. Citizenship apd
Immigration Services

Charlotte Field Office

201 Regency Executive Park Drive




USCIS officer




NATURALIZATION TEST

» After interview, you take
Naturalization (Citizenship)
Test next.

» Comes In 2 parts:

* 1. English test.

e 2. Clvics test.




U.S. Civizenshi;
and Immigutﬁ)n
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Learn About the
United States
ick Civics Lessons

Studying for citizenship




NATURALIZATION TEST

* English Test gauges your
knowledge of English.

* Test comes In 3 parts:

» 1. Speaking Test: Applicant
responds to questions asked

by USCIS officer to determine
whether they can speak &
understand English.




NATURALIZATION TEST

» 2. Reading Test: Individuals
read 1 of 3 sentences out loud
(& correctly) to USCIS officer.

» 3. Writing Test: Applicants
write 3 sentences in English

(at least 1 must be correct).

 FYIl: These tests are not
“pop quizzes”; YOU STUDY.




US Naturalization English Reading & Writing Test

READING SENTENCES
WRITING SENTENCES

01. What are the colors of the American flag?
The American flag is red, white, and blue.

. What is the name of the first President?
Washington is the first President.

. What do we have to pay the government?
We have to pay taxes.

. When is Independence Day?
Independence Day is in July.

. What is one right citizens have?

Citizens can vote. -

Reading & Writing Tests




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Civics Test determines if
applicant has understanding
of fundamentals of U.S. Gov.

& U.S. History.

* Civics Test Is verbal (no
MC/TF!); applicants must
know answers & say them.

« Amended in 2008 & 2020.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Older 2008 version, USCIS
officer asked 10 questions
(from list of 100 that applicant
could access on-line).

* Needed 6 correct to pass.

%1 * In short, 60% (D-) makes you
U.S. citizen.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* With 2020 version, USCIS
officer asks 20 questions
(from list of 128 that applicant
could access on-line).

* Need 12 correct to pass.

] * In short, 60% (D-) makes you
U.S. citizen.




NATURALIZATION TEST

 Costs $725 to take test.

* If applicant fails any part of
English/Civics Test during
Initial naturalization interview,
USCIS reschedules applicant
for 2nd exam 60-90 days later.

* They are NOT deported
since they have LPR status!




NATURALIZATION TEST

* |In cases where applicant
appears for re-examination,
USCIS officer is not allowed

to administer same tests from
Initial interview.

» Officer only tests applicant
In areas previously failed.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* |f applicant fails any portion
of test 2" time or unable to
retake exam (“no show”),
citizenship denied.

* Again, if someone fails 15t or
2"d time, they are NOT
deported (regardless of what
your aunt says on Facebook).




BUT I HEARD...




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Failure on Naturalization
(Citizenship) Test wouldn’t
result In deportation because

person taking test has LPR
status, meaning already
“legal” & “permanent”.

* Again, they’re doing this to
gain right to vote.




NATURALIZATION TEST

 Failure doesn’t mean door to
citizenship is permanently
closed; 10-13% out of every

1M applicants are denied.

* Just means person didn’t
become citizen during that
particular “round” under that

particular application.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* May reapply to do
“application for citizenship”
again & again... & again.

* But have to do entire
process from scratch; submit
new paperwork, pay $725 &
pass test (same “rules”; 2
tries per application, etc.).




NATURALIZATION TEST

* 95.7% of all applicants pass
both portions of test across
multiple attempts.

* 92% pass Civics Test & 93%
pass English Test on 1sttry.

* Only 33% of non-naturalized
—— citizens (already U.S. citizens)
can pass Civics Test!




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Applicant becomes citizen
as soon as take “Oath of
Allegiance to the United
States” in naturalization

ceremony (July 4t every yr).

* |In some places, applicants
can take oath on same day as
interview & walk out U.S.
citizen!




Oath of Allegiance ceremonies
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Could you
pass your
own counftry’s

Civics Test?




CIVICS TESI

Question #1

There are 4 Amendments
about who can vote.

Name and describe ONE

of them.




CIVICS TEST

1. 15*® Am: A male citizen of
any race can vote.

19th Am: Both women and men
can vote.

24t Am: You don’t have to
pay a poll tax to vote.

26" Am: Citizens 18 and
older can vote.




CIVICS TESI

Question #2

When i1is the last day
you can send i1n Federal
income tax forms?




CIVICS TEST

April 15tk




CIVICS TESI

Question #3

Who elects the
President of the United
States?




CIVICS TEST

Electoral College.




CIVICS TESI

Question #4

What i1s the basic
belief of the
Declaration of
Independence?




CIVICS TEST

All men are created
equal.




CIVICS TESI

Question #5

What i1s the most
important right granted
to a U.S. citizen?




CIVICS TEST

The right to vote.




CIVICS TESI

Question #6

For how long do we
elect each Senator?




CIVICS TEST
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CIVICS TESI

Question #7

Name ONE U.S.
territory.




CIVICS TEST

Puerto Rico.
U.S. Virgin Islands.

. American Samoa.
Northern Mariana Islands.

Guam.




CIVICS TESI

Question #8

Who becomes President
1f both the President
and Vice President die?




CIVICS TEST

The Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

[or]

Say the name of the
current Speaker of the
House of Representatives
at the time of the test.




CIVICS TESI

Question #9

What are TWO Cabinet-
level positions?




CIVICS TEST

Secretary of Agriculture.
Secretary of Commerce.
Secretary of Defense.
Secretary of Education.
Secretary of Energy.
Secretary of Health and
Human Services.
Secretary of Homeland
Security.

Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development.




CIVICS TEST

Secretary of the Interior.
Secretary of Labor.

Secretary of State.
Secretary of
Transportation.
Secretary of the Treasury.
Secretary of Veterans
Affairs.

. Attorney General.

. Vice President.




CIVICS TESI

Question #10

How many are 1in the:

Supreme Court?
Senate?
House of Rep~?




CIVICS TEST




How’d you
do?

Are you part
of the 33%

Do you need
to come back
In 60-90 days
& try again?!




$10 your aunt couldn’t pass...




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Avg total time to become
U.S. citizen (from “green
card”’/LPR to oath) is 5-10 yrs.

* EYIl: Marrying someone who
Is already U.S. citizen does
NOT grant immigrant
automatic citizenship... BUT it
does reduce LPR “wait time”
from 5to 3 yrs (see Step 3).




NATURALIZATION TEST

* On avg, U.S. welcomes
730,000-800,000 new citizens
(“naturalized”) every yr.

e 2022: 967,500 “naturalized”
(highest since 2008).

* FYIl: 13M LPRs live in U.S.;
LPRs have same rights as
citizen EXCEPT right to vote.




NATURALIZATION TEST

» Can you “renounce” your
U.S. citizenship?

* Again, aside from your

aunt’s rants on Facebook,
U.S. citizens or newly
naturalized U.S. citizens can
“renounce” (or abandon) their
U.S. citizenship.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* TO renounce citizenship,
must appear before U.S.
consular or diplomatic officer

In foreign country (at U.S.
Embassy or Consulate), sign
“Oath of Renunciation” & pay

$2,350 fee.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Due to provisions in
Immigration & Nationality Act,
Americans are NOT permitted
to renounce their citizenship

by mail, by text, on social
media, or while actually living
in U.S.; technically, you CAN
as way to virtue signal, but It
won'’t be official.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* In renouncing citizenship,
you give up your rights as
U.S. citizen, will no longer be

able to vote in U.S. elections,
your U.S. passport will be

revoked & you will lose your
right to live & work in U.S.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* |f someone renounces
citizenship but doesn’t
possess foreign nationality or
IS already citizen of another
country (dual-citizenship),
risk becoming “stateless”.

* EYI: 7M (3%) of Americans
have dual-citizenship status.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Being “stateless” means
you lack protection of any
government.

 Can make traveling difficult

since you may not be able to

secure passport from another
country.




NATURALIZATION TEST

 Renouncing your citizenship
doesn’t release you from
taxes owed or military
obligations (if drafted).

* Renunciation won'’t get you
out of prosecutions for
crimes already committed In
U.S.




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Parents are not permitted to
renounce citizenship on
behalf of their children under

age of 18.

» “You take the trash out this
Instance, young man, or so
help me... ’'m renouncing
your citizenship!”




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Once you’ve renounced your
citizenship, you would need
to go through entire visa
process to visit U.S.

* Renouncing citizenship
would make it almost
Impossible to gain LPR status
(“green card”).




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Renunciation Is
irreversible... once it’s done,
IT. 1S. DONE.

* There is NO getting It back.

)l - But hey, your aunt had some
really good arguments & you
totally hated outcome of last

Election, s000000...




NATURALIZATION TEST

* Roughly 2,500 Americans
renounce citizenship every yr
(highest was 6,705 in 2020).

* But hey, you do you...
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