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Crossing U.S./Mexico Border



Solution: Build border wall?



Solution: ñRelocateò to NYC?
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Aunt Bonnie has some ideasé



Å2017: During 1st term, Prez 

Trump put travel bans in 

place for Iraq, Iran, Libya, 

Somalia, Syria, Sudan, Yemen 

& others deemed by DHS as 

ñsupporting terrorismò.

Å2 versions struck down; 3rd

upheld 5-4 by Supreme Court.

IMMIGRATION DEBATE



ÅJan. 2021: Bans were ended 

by Prez Biden via Executive 

Order (EO) on Day #1.

Å2025: During 2nd term, Trump 

brought back travel bans for 

19 countries; EXCEPTIONS: If 

have green card, immediate 

relative of citizen, or refugee.

IMMIGRATION DEBATE



ÅJan. 2018: Back to 1st term, 

Prez Trump grew frustrated at 

suggestion he restore 

protections for immigrants 

from certain countries (Haiti, 

El Salvador, many in Africa), 

who had temporary protected 

status (that he had revoked).

IMMIGRATION DEBATE



ÅTrump wanted merit-based 

visas (like Canada has) based 

on skill, English proficiency & 

education; 78% of U.S. wants 

ñhigh-skilledò immigration.

ÅWanted to cut # of visas 

awarded in half by 2028.

ÅPrompted this response:

IMMIGRATION DEBATE



ÅTrump 

quipped:

ñWhy are we 

having all 

these people 

from  shithole 

countries 

come here?ò

IMMIGRATION DEBATE



ÅWH Press Secretary: 

ñLike other nations 

that have merit-based 

immigration, Trump is 

fighting for 

permanent solutions 

that make our country 

stronger by 

welcoming those who 

can contribute to our 

society, grow our 

economy, and 

assimilate into our 

great nation.ò

IMMIGRATION DEBATE



Sarah Sanders (2017-19)



Sanders w/ Trump



Karine Jean-Pierre (2022-25)



Jean-Pierre w/ Biden



ANY Press Secretaryé



ÅIf immigrants remain in U.S. 

after visa expires, theyôre now 

considered to be here w/o 

authorization.

ÅIllegal vs. undocumented?;

debate continues over these 

terms.
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Å45M+ immigrants live in U.S.

(13.5% of U.S. population).

ÅTop 5 ñcountry of originò 

(birth) for U.S. immigrants:

ÅMexico (23%), India (6%), 

China (5%), Philippines (4%) 

& El Salvador (3%).
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Å36% of U.S. immigrants have 

college degrees.

Å38% of U.S.-native born have 

college degrees.

Å65% of Canadian immigrants 

have college degrees.

Å33% of Canadian-native born 

have college degrees.
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Å2018: Yale/MIT study found

there are 16.5-29.1M illegal/ 

undocumented immigrants in

U.S.

ÅThese immigrants either 

overstayed visa or entered 

U.S. w/o visa.
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Å400,000 to 1M illegal/ 

undocumented enter per yr.

ÅRemember: 760,000-850,000 

enter w/ visas per yr.

ÅSadly, both parties use 

immigrants (undocumented & 

legal) as ñpolitical pawnsò. 
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Å3 BIG immigration ñbattlesò 

have spilled into politics:

Å1. Border wall.

Å2. DACA.

Å3. Deportations. 
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Å1 of platforms during 

Trumpôs 2016 campaign was 

addressing immigration; 

continued w/ 2020 & 2024

campaigns.

ÅTrumpôs solution: Finish wall 

along U.S. & Mexico border.

1. BORDER WALL



ÅU.S./Mexico border Ą 1,954 

miles long.

Å650 miles of barriers & 

fencing were already in place.

ÅTrump proposed 1,000 miles 

of ñnewò wall; if built 1 mile

per weeké w/ 52 weeks/yré 

could take up to 19 yrs.

1. BORDER WALL



ÅCost of wall (40 ft tall & 1,000

miles long): $18-21B.

ÅJan. 2017: Used Executive 

Order 13767 to begin wall w/ 

existing funding (later given 

$15B; most from military).

ÅFYI: Thru end of Dec. 2024, 

U.S. sent $182.8B to Ukraine.

1. BORDER WALL



U.S. border wall w/ Mexico



ÅDuring Trumpôs 1st term, 

concerning building wall:

Å37% of Americans in favor.

Å38% of Arizonians in favor.

Å40% of Texans in favor.

Å6% of Mexicans (in Mexico) 

in favor of building wall.

1. BORDER WALL



ÅDuring Trumpôs 1st term 

(2017-21), 49 miles (of 1,000

proposed miles) of new wall 

were built; repaired 455 miles 

of old wall.

ÅJan. 2021: Prez Biden 

stopped wall construction via 

EO on Day #1.

1. BORDER WALL



U.S. border wall w/ Mexico



U.S. border wall w/ Mexico



U.S. border wall w/ Mexico



ÅJuly 2022: Prez Biden 

authorized ñfilling inò 4 wide

gaps in wall in AZ (site of 

heaviest traffic); when 

pressed, said not same as 

building wall. (Waité what?).

Å2025: 57% of U.S. approves 

wall (86% R, 64% I, 13% D).

1. BORDER WALL





Å2025: When Trump took 

office for 2nd term, House 

Homeland Security 

Committee approved $46B in 

funding to finish wall (April).

ÅTrump authorized U.S. 

military to take control/police 

60-ft wide strip of land along 

border (CA, AZ, NW).

1. BORDER WALL



Trump & The Wall



Border wall w/ Mexico (Before)



Border wall w/ Mexico (After)


