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ÅProgressivism was series of 

responses to problems in U.S. 

society from industry growth.

ÅCollection of different ideas

& activities, not cohesive or 

organized movement w/ 

specific set of goals.

PROGRESSIVES





ÅHad many different ideas 

about how to fix problems; 

didnôt always agree (hence 

different mini-movements).

ÅProgressivism was reaction 

against laissez-faire 

capitalism & its emphasis on 

unregulated market.

PROGRESSIVES



ÅBelieved industrialization & 

urbanization created social 

problems.

ÅAfter seeing poverty of 

workers & crime of cities, 

reformers questioned free 

marketôs ability to address 

problems.

PROGRESSIVES



ÅProgressives belonged to 

both major political parties;

mostly urban, educated & 

middle-class Americans.

ÅJournalists, social workers, 

educators, politicians & 

clergy were among their 

leaders.

PROGRESSIVES



ÅMost progressives felt that 

gov needed active role in 

solving societyôs problems.

ÅBut before gov could be 

vehicle to solve problems, it 

needed to be fixed itselfé 

since gov was often THE

problem.

PROGRESSIVES



Duality of Governmenté

government!



ÅProgressives relied heavily 

on science & technology.

ÅSince scientific knowledge 

produced light bulb, 

telephone & caré why 

couldnôt it be used to solve 

societyôs problems, too?

PROGRESSIVES



ÅBecame known as 

Progressive Era (1896-1917).

ÅStarted w/ Election of 1896

(McKinley).

ÅEnded w/ U.S. entrance into 

WWI in 1917.

PROGRESSIVES



ÅGroup of ñcrusadingò 

journalists who investigated

social conditions & political

corruption.

ÅWikiLeaks meets TMZ of 19th

& 20th Century.

MUCKRAKERS



ÅPrez Teddy Roosevelt 

nicknamed writers 

ñmuckrakersò because of 

their obsession w/ scandal & 

corruption.

ÅNewspapers & magazines 

spread muckrakersô ideas; 

gained popular following.

MUCKRAKERS



ÅProgressives often had 

different ñtargetsò:

ÅIda Tarbell went after 

Rockefellerôsoil industry.

ÅCharles Edward Russell 

exposed meat industry & 

helped found NAACP.

MUCKRAKERS



Ida vs. Oil



What if Ida had social media?



ROCKEFELLER

ÅJohn 

founded 

Standard Oil 

in 1870.

ÅWorth (2026):

$306.4B

MUCKRAKERS





Rockefellerôs Monster



Charles vs. Meat





ÅLincoln Steffens reported on 

vote stealing & corruption of 

Political Machines.

ÅHis primary target was

William ñBossò Tweed; Tweed

was corrupt NY politician who 

ran Tammany Hall & 

Democratic Party.

MUCKRAKERS



ÅTammany Hall was founded 

by William Mooney in 1786 as 

fraternal organization & 

political club.

ÅNamed after Lenape Chief 

Tamanend (Tammany) 

established in opposition of 

Society of Cincinnati 

(organization of aristocrats). 

MUCKRAKERS



Chief Tammany (1625-1701)

The former 

logo of the 

Washington 

Redskins NFL 

team is of 

Chief 

Tammany. 

The Native 

American was 

a close friend 

of William 

Penn & was 

celebrated by 

the Founding 

Fathers as a 

ñPatron Saint 

of Americaò.



ÅSoon became powerful 

political machine of NY Dems 

during late 18th Century until 

decline in 1930s (officially lost 

favor/power during 1960s).

ÅMaintained power by giving 

jobs, social services & other 

benefits to immigrants & 

pooré for their votes.

MUCKRAKERS



ÅThis became lifeline for 

many immigrants (especially 

Irish).

ÅTammany Hall used its 

influence to reward political 

insiders & punish dissenters.

ÅñBossò Tweed took over 

organization in 1868.

MUCKRAKERS



Å1869-71: Tweed ñRingò 

pocketed $200M from NYC in 

ñkickbacksò ($5B in 2026).

ÅEx: Construction of NY 

County Courthouse cost 

taxpayers $11Mé but actual 

construction costs Ą $3M.

ÅWhereôd rest of $$$ go?

MUCKRAKERS



ÅAided by cartoonist Thomas 

Nast (Demôs donkey, Repôs 

elephant & Santa Claus),

public learned of 200+ crimes 

& embezzled $5B by Tweed.

ÅTweed found guilty of 

larceny & forgery after being 

convicted for his role in 

corruption of Tweed ñRingò.

MUCKRAKERS



Å1873: Tweed sentenced to 12

yrs in jail; reduced to 1 yr.

ÅJan. 1875: Released from 

jail.

ÅFeb. 1875: Arrested on civil 

charges.

MUCKRAKERS



ÅDec. 1875: Escaped from jail 

during supervised visit; fled 

to Spain.

Å1876: While in Spain, he was 

recognized thanks to Nast 

cartoon; extradited & returned 

to jail in NY.

Å1878: Died in jail.

MUCKRAKERS



Steffens & Nast









Tweed & Tweed



ÅConcerning Nastôs cartoons, 

Tweed once famously said:

ñI donôt care so much what 

the papers write about ïmy 

constituents canôt read ïbut 

damn it, they can see 

pictures.ò

MUCKRAKERS



ñThe Tammany Tigerò




