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Do we really want to see how 

the sausage is made?
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ÅDec. 29, 1970: Prez Nixon

signed Occupational Safety & 

Health Act which created 

Occupational Safety & Health 

Administration (OSHA) to 

assure workplace safety; 

OSHA enacted April 28, 1971.

ÅBefore OSHA, howeveré
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OSHA violationsé



ÅHoping to use gov to bring 

about societal change, 

Progressives turned to U.S. 

Supreme Court.

ÅSometimes that worked.

ÅSometimes that backfired.
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ÅIn Lochner v. New York

(1905) & Muller v. Oregon

(1908), U.S. Supreme Court 

addressed govôs authority to 

regulate business to protect 

workers.
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ÅLochner v. New York (1905):

Court ruled that NY law 

forbidding bakers 

(predominately male 

profession at time) to work 

10+ hrs/day unconstitutional.

ÅState did not have right to 

interfere w/ liberty of 

employers & employees.
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No limit on hrs for bakers



No limit on hrs for bakers



ÅMuller v. Oregon (1908):

Involved women working in 

laundries in Oregon.

ÅCourt upheld stateôs right to 

limit hours.

ÅDifferent judgments based 

on gender differences.
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Limits on hrs for laundries



ÅCourt ruled healthy mothers 

were stateôs concern& limits 

on womenôs working hours 

did not violate 14th Am rights.

ÅAfter all, healthy mothers 

make healthyé

WORKERS.
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ÅSometimes tragedies 

brought about change.

ÅGreat Chicago Fire (Oct. 8-

10, 1871): Cause unknown; 

Mrs. OôLearyôs cow didnôt kick 

over lantern while milked 

(newspaper claimed that; 

family exonerated in 1997).
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ÅOther theories include: ash 

from pipe of Daniel ñPeg Legò 

Sullivan (staying in OôLeary 

house), ember from chimney, 

or fragment from Bielaôs 

Comet (routinely dismissed 

by scientists).

ÅAround 8:30pm, fire spread 

due to wooden buildings.
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It wasnôt Mrs. OôLearyôs cowé



ÅLasted 29 hrs, 300 died, 1/3 

of population left homeless, 

1/3 city destroyed, business 

district wiped out & $200M

($5.4B in 2026) in damages.

ÅNorth Side of Chicago had 

lots of unbuilt lots that 

stopped fireôs spread; heavy 

rains also helped put it out. 
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Chicago Fire (1871)



Chicago Fire (1871)



Chicago Fire (1871)



Chicago Fire (1871)



Chicago Fire (1871)



Chicago Fire (1871)



Chicago Fire (Then)



Chicago Fire (Now)



Chicago Fire Memorials



Chicago Fire ñRelicò



ÅReform: Fire safety & 

building codes = Wood out, 

fireproof materials (brick & 

limestone) in.

ÅCity largely rebuilt in 2 yrs

(fully rebuilt by early 1880s).
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Little Pig #3 knowsé



ÅSan Francisco Earthquake

(April 18, 1906): At 5:12am, 

MASSIVE earthquake along 

San Andreas Fault lasted 28

seconds.

ÅCaused liquefaction (which 

means soil literally turns to 

liquid).
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ÅRichter Scale not around 

until 1935; wouldôve 

registered between 7.7-8.3.

ÅStrongest earthquake in U.S. 

was 9.2 in Alaska (1964).

ÅStrongest earthquake in 

world was 9.5 in Chile (1960). 
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ÅFires burned for 4 days.

Å3,000 died (deadliest in U.S.).

Å1/2 city homeless, 80% of 

buildings destroyed & $500M

($18B in 2026) in damages.

ÅFYI: Golden Gate Bridge did 

NOT collapseé since it 

wasnôt built until 1933.
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San Fran Earthquake (1906)


