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ÅMost conspicuous limit to 

Progressivism was failure to 

address racial & religious 

discrimination.

ÅBlack leaders patterned 

approach after other 

Progressive movements 

(such as Womenôs Suffrage 

Movement).

RACE RELATIONS



ÅOct. 16, 1901: Prez Teddy, in 

commitment to racial equality, 

invited black educator & 

author Booker T. Washington 

to dine at WH (1st time black 

leader dined at WH).

ÅBacklash intense; no black 

leader invited back for 30 yrs.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅAfter Obama won 2008

Election, his opponent John 

McCain mentioned this dinner 

in his concession speech to 

show how far U.S. had come 

as country.

ÅMcCain said:

RACE RELATIONS



ÅñA century ago, President 

Rooseveltôs invitation of Booker 

T. Washington to dine at the 

White House was taken as an 

outrage. America today is a world 

away from the cruel bigotry of 

that time. There is no better 

evidence of this than the election 

of an African-American to the 

presidency of the United States.ò

RACE RELATIONS



Booker T. Washington



ñJustice vs. Prejudiceò



Booker & Teddy



Booker & Teddy



Å1905: Sociologist, historian 

& activist William Edward 

Burghardt (W. E. B.) Du Bois

& 28 other leaders met in Fort 

Erie, Ontario (near Niagara 

Falls) to demand full civil 

rights.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅJust like women met in 

Seneca Falls, NY to begin 

Womenôs Suffrage Movement, 

Du Boisô gathering launched 

Niagara Movement.

RACE RELATIONS



W. E. B. Du Bois



Niagara Movement



ÅDu Bois felt voting rights 

essential to end lynching & 

racial discrimination.

ÅIssued statement demanding 

voting rights, desegregation 

of public transportation & end 

to discrimination in public 

facilities, unions & legal 

system.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅñThe power of the ballot we 

need in sheer self-defense, else 

what shall save us from a second 

slavery? Freedom too, the long-

sought we still seek, the freedom 

of life and limb, the freedom to 

work and think, the freedom to 

love and aspire. Work, culture, 

liberty, all these we need, not 

singly, but together.ò

RACE RELATIONS



ÅHOWEVERé Jim Crow 

Laws, voter intimidation, poll 

taxes, literacy tests & 

grandfather clauses 

prevented blacks from 

enjoying 15th Am (1870).

RACE RELATIONS



ñPolitical Pinkertonsò



Å1908: Race riots over alleged 

raping of 2 white women by 

black males in Springfield, IL 

shocked many, including 

Mary White Ovington, 

settlement house worker.

ÅDetermined to do something 

to improve race relations.

RACE RELATIONS



Ovington



ÅOther Progressives, 

including Jane Addams              

(Hull House) & muckrakers 

Ida B. Wells-Barnett (anti-

lynching, womenôs suffrage) 

& Lincoln Steffens (targeted 

ñBossò Tweed), joined 

Ovington in calling for 

change.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅCapitalizing on Springfield 

as Lincolnôs hometown & 

using Centennial of his 

birthday on Feb. 12, 1909, 

they organized national 

conference in Springfield to 

analyze progress since 

Emancipation.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅFeb. 12, 1909: National 

Association for the 

Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) founded as

interracial endeavor to push 

for justice for blacks.

ÅTo avoid splintering like 

Suffrage Movement, Du Bois 

merged Niagara w/ NAACP.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅNAACPôs mission:                        

ñTo ensure the political, 

educational, social, and 

economic equality of rights of 

all persons and to eliminate 

race-based discrimination.ò

RACE RELATIONS



NAACP co-founders

Wells - Barnett Steffens Addams

Du Bois



ÅTrue racial progress would 

not occur until Civil Rights 

Movement of 1950s & 1960s.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅBlacks not only group facing 

discrimination; Jewish people 

lived in fear of mob violence.

Å1913: Leo Frank was Jewish 

man tried in Atlanta for  

murder of 13-yr-old employee; 

facts proved he didnôt kill her 

but STILL sentenced to death.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅWhile sentence was 

changed to life in jail, mob 

lynched him 2 yrs later.

Å1913: Lawyer Sigmund 

Livingston started Anti-

Defamation League (ADL) to 

combat stereotypes & 

discrimination.

RACE RELATIONS



Frank Livingston



ÅAccording to 1913 charter, 

ADLôs purpose: ñTo secure 

justice and fair treatment to 

all citizens alike and to put an 

end forever to unjust and 

unfair discrimination against 

and ridicule of any sect or 

body of citizens.ò

RACE RELATIONS



ÅADL worked to remove 

negative portrayals of Jews in 

movies, in print & on stage.

ÅADL protested WWI Army 

manual said Jews would 

pretend to be sick to avoid 

battle; ADL complained & 

Prez Wilson recalled manual.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅADL has consistently taken 

stance against use of Native 

American mascots in sports, 

considering them offensive & 

harmful stereotypes.

RACE RELATIONS



ÅFarmers in U.S. faced hard 

economic times when 

increased crop production 

(thanks to new technology & 

ideas) dropped food prices.

ÅLots of something = Prices 

go down.

POPULISM & FARMERS



Å1866: Department of 

Agriculture sent Oliver H. 

Kelley to tour South & look 

into farmersô conditions.

Å1867: Realizing farmers were 

isolated, Kelley founded 1st

national farm organization, 

Patrons of Husbandry.

POPULISM & FARMERS



ÅHusbandry: care, cultivation 

& breeding of crops & 

animals.

ÅKnown as Grange; members 

called ñGrangersò.

ÅGoal: Improve social, 

economic & political status of 

farmers.

POPULISM & FARMERS



The Grange



ÅState, county & local 

Granges soon organized in 

order to sell supplies at 

reduced prices, loaned money 

& worked together to achieve 

these goals.

POPULISM & FARMERS



Å20,000 local Granges existed 

in 32 states (Midwest & 

South) by 1874.

Å800,000 farmers were part of 

these Granges.

ÅFYI: Today there are 4,000 

local Granges in 37 states w/ 

300,000 farmers.

POPULISM & FARMERS



Å1891: Peopleôs Party (a.k.a. 

Populist Party) formed when

1,000+ delegates met in 

Omaha, Nebraska.

ÅLike Progressives tried to 

clean up cities & ñmake 

progressò, Populists tried to 

do same for farmers.

POPULISM & FARMERS



Kelley, The Grange & Populists



ÅPopulists wanted silver 

(NOT gold) to back U.S. 

currency & hoped U.S. Gov 

would issue large amounts of 

paper currency.

ÅThis would cause inflation, 

raise farm prices & let farmers 

pay off debts/mortgages.

POPULISM & FARMERS



Inflation

ÅRise in prices or decrease in 

purchasing power of $$$.

ÅMORE $$$ in circulation but 

$1 does NOT go as far as 

should because not worth as 

much; ñcheap moneyò drives 

prices UP.



Deflation

ÅDrop in prices or increase in 

purchasing power of $$$.

ÅLESS $$$ in circulation but 

$1 goes FURTHER than 

should because worth more; 

ñhard moneyò drives prices 

DOWN.



Gold Standard

ÅCurrency is valued at & can 

be exchanged for gold.

ÅSilver Standard uses silver.

ÅMixed Metal uses both.
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Gold Standard

ÅCurbs inflation since gov 

canôt print more money w/o 

having more gold.

ÅGold not as readily available 

as silver (makes it more 

valuable).
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No more cookiesé



Gold Standard

ÅU.S. & others used gold from 

1870s until early 1900s.

ÅU.S. dropped it in 1933.

ÅToday, U.S. $$$ backed by 

ñfaith of American peopleò.
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ÅPopulists also wanted to 

lower transportation costs by 

nationalizing RRs (having 

U.S. Gov run them).

ÅWanted graduated income 

tax (called progressive tax); if 

you make more, you pay 

more.

POPULISM & FARMERS



Progressive Tax

ÅTax rate that increases as 

taxable income increases.

ÅMake more = Pay more.

ÅAlso called ñgraduated taxò.
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Progressive Tax

ÅCurrent U.S. income tax is 

progressive w/ 7 tax brackets 

(from 10%Ą 37%).
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Progressive Tax Brackets

RATE SINGLE MARRIED (JOINT)

10% Up to $11,000 Up to $22,000

12% $11,001 - $44,725 $22,001 - $89,450

22% $44,726 - $95,375 $88,451 - $190,750

24% $95,376 - $182,100 $190,751 - $364,200

32% $182,101 - $231,250 $364,201 - $462,500

35% $231,251 - $578,125 $462,501 - $693,750

37% $578,126 + $693,751 +



ÅWanted direct election of 

U.S. Senators (17th Am) & 8-hr 

workday.

ÅKnew such proposals would 

also appeal to labor/cities (& 

needed those votes!).

ÅNominated James B. Weaver 

to run for Prez in 1892.

POPULISM & FARMERS





Popular Vote

Cleve: 46.0%

Harris: 43.0%

Weaver: 8.5%

Electoral Vote

Cleve: 277  

Harris: 145

Weaver: 22

Turnout: 75.8% To Win: 223 EVs

11/8/1892


