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ÅWWI ended almost 100 yrs

of ñrelativeò peace in Europe 

w/o major continental wars.

Å1815: Napoleonic Wars

(1799-1815) ended; Napoleon 

was defeated by coalition of 

forces from Britain, Austria, 

Prussia & Russia.

ROAD TO WAR



Napoleonic Europe (1812)



1st French Empire (1804-14)

At peak in 1812, was 3.9M miles in size (7% of world) & housed 4.49% 

of population (44M of 980M); included 50 countries. 14th largest 

empire. 2nd French Empire (1830-1980) would become 8th largest.



ÅSept. 1814-June 1815: 

European countries held 

peace conference in Austria.

ÅCongress of Vienna believed 

key to peace was distributing 

power evenly (i9 soccer

ñeverybodyôsa winnerò

approach); returned ousted 

rulers to home countries.

ROAD TO WAR



Congress of Vienna (1814-15)



Post-Napoleonic Europe (1815)



Napoleonic Europe (1812)



Post-Napoleonic Europe (1815)



ÅNationalism was problem w/ 

plan; Nationalism isé

Å1. Extreme patriotism.

Å2. Belief that each nation 

should have own country & 

each country should be made 

up of only 1 nation; but only 

so much ñlandò to go around.

ROAD TO WAR



ÅDuring 19th Century, 2 new 

countries created out of 

nationalism; threatened 

ñbalance of poweròin Europe:

Å1. Italy beat Austria for 

independence (1861).

Å2. Germany beat France & 

formed country (1871).

ROAD TO WAR



Europe (1815)



Europe (1871)



ÅGermanyôs Chancellor(who 

handled foreign affairs)

Otto von Bismarck wanted to 

preserve (but NOT expand) 

Germany in Europe; protect 

new country of Germany.

ÅFrance was biggest threat;

they hated Germany after 

losing Franco-Prussian War.

ROAD TO WAR



Otto von Bismarck



ÅAfter losing F-P War (in 

which Germany captured 

Paris), France had to give 

territories of Alsace & 

Lorraine to Germany.

ÅA-L were strong economic 

regions known for iron/steel 

industriesé & wine.

ROAD TO WAR



ÅFrance wanted A-L back.

ÅTaking back these ñgrape-

townsò became Franceôs 

(obsessive) goal in WWI.

ÅBasically, WWI was glorified 

border dispute overé grapes.

ROAD TO WAR





ÅBismarck knew Germany 

wasnôt strong enough (yet) to 

defeat more ñestablishedò 

European powers; wanted to 

keep them from feeling 

threatened by Germany.

ÅBismarck crafted alliances 

w/ European powersé except 

France.

ROAD TO WAR



Å1887: Bismarck signed 

secret Reinsurance Treaty w/ 

Russia that said both would 

remain neutral if other went to 

war (Russia would remain 

neutral if Germany attacked 

France; Germany would 

remain neutral if Russia 

attacked Austria).

ROAD TO WAR



ÅFormed friendship w/ Britain 

by NOT building large navy 

that would threaten British 

dominance at sea; Britain had 

#1 navy from 1805-1945).

ÅEverything was perfecté 

until Bismarck retired as 

Chancellor in 1890 (RIP 1898).

ROAD TO WAR



ÅKaiser Wilhelm II (ñKing Bill 

#2ò, ñKB2ò)abandoned 

Bismarckôs foreign policy; no 

longer ñkissing upò to others.

ÅBelieved in order for

Germany to survive, had to 

become superpower (but not 

in Hitler-sort-of-way).

ROAD TO WAR



Kaiser Wilhelm II



Kaiser Wilhelm II





Kaiserôs Hat Paaarrrtttyyy!!!


