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Å1 week after world dragged 

into war after Archdukeôs 

death outside Jimmy Johnôs, 

A-H sent half its forces to 

destroy Serbia.

ÅSerbia was toast. Gonna be 

wiped off face of Earth.

ÅWhoops! Serbia won.

EARLY YEARS



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of BattleCer

Aug. 15 - 24, 

1914

Cer Mtns, 

Serbia

x

20,000 total

( 5,000 KIA, 

15,000 WIA)

40,000 total 

(10,000 KIA, 

30,000 WIA)

4,500 POW

ALLIES CENTRAL

Serbia stuns A-H. 1st dogfights of war.

Germany will have to carry CP.



A-H soldiers gather on Cer



Serbian soldiers at Cer



Serbian soldiers at Cer



Serbian Memorial to Cer



ÅGermany followed 

ñSchlieffen Planò(devised by 

Field Marshal Alfred von 

Schlieffen).

ÅCalled for Germany to send 

90% of forces vs. France.

ÅTake Paris. End war. Simple.

EARLY YEARS 



ÅThey would leave 10% to 

contain Russians, who could 

be dealt with once Germany 

achieved victory in west.

ÅEntire plan hinged on 

Germany moving quickly thru 

Belgium en route to France.

EARLY YEARS 





ÅOn Aug. 4, 1914, German 

soldiers invaded Belgium, 

causing Battle of Liege (Aug. 

5-16, 1914).

ÅLiege resulted in 

surprisingly heavy losses for 

Germans & slowed them 

down considerably.

EARLY YEARS 



ÅHowever, Germany had huge 

cannons (ñBig Berthaò) that 

fired 2,052lb shells distances 

of 9+ miles.

ÅUsing these guns, Germany 

won & continued toward 

France (but behind schedule).

EARLY YEARS 



World War I cannons



World War I ñBig Berthaò

These cannons were 

nicknamed after Bertha 

Krupp von Bohlen (who 

owned the Krupp 

Company that made them).



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of BattleLiege

Aug. 5 - 16, 

1914
Belgium

x

20,000 total
20,000 total

4,000 POW

ALLIES CENTRAL

German ñquick warò slowed in Belgium.



Belgian soldiers



Battle of Liege (1914)



Battle of Liege (1914)



Battle of Liege (1914)



ÅOpening battles between 

Germany & France came in 

form of series of 5 struggles 

fought at same time.

ÅFrench commanders sent 

troops marching in lines (in 

classic Napoleonic 

uniforms)é up against 

German machine guns.

EARLY YEARS 



French WWI uniforms



French WWI uniforms



French WWI uniforms

START END



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of BattleFrontiers

Aug. 7 - 26, 

1914

Lorraine 

(border)

x

358,597 total 

(75,000 KIA; 

27,000 KIA on 

8/22 alone)

260,000 total

ALLIES CENTRAL

France abandons Lorraine.

French Gov flees Paris.



French soldiers march offé



éstraight into machine guns!





ÅWith Germany threatening 

Paris, France & Britain 

decided they needed to 

launch offensive.

ÅResulted in 1st Battle of 

Marne.

ÅTroops rushed to battlefield 

from Parisé in taxis.

EARLY YEARS 





ÅBattle (dubbed ñMiracle on 

the Marneòby France) is most 

pivotal battleé EVER.

ÅBattle destroyed Germanyôs 

plan for quick victory over 

France & altered course of 

world history.

EARLY YEARS 



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of Battle1st Marne

Sep. 6 - 12, 

1914

Marne River, 

France

x

262,733 total 

(81,700 KIA)

260,000 total

38,000 POW

ALLIES CENTRAL

Dubbed ñMiracle on the Marneò,most 

pivotal battle in HISTORY.





Taxis taking soldiers to Front



French reserves at Marne



ñNo Manôs Landò at Marne



Going ñover the topò at Marne



Soldiers at Marne





ÅIf WWI had ended early, 

there is no ñangryò Hitler.

ÅNo ñangryò Hitler means no 

Holocaust & no WWII.

EARLY YEARS 



ÅIf WWI had ended early, 

Russian Rev wouldnôt have 

occurred since Russia 

wouldnôt have done poorly & 

shown its incompetence.

ÅNo Russian Rev means no 

communism (& no Cold War).

EARLY YEARS 



ÅIf WWI had ended early, U.S. 

doesnôt join.

ÅIf U.S. doesnôt join, it doesnôt 

become world power.

EARLY YEARS 



ÅAll France 

had to do 

wasé lose.

ÅNaturally, 

this timeé 

France didnôt.

EARLY YEARS 



ÅWith failure of German 

offensive, both sides began 

ñRace to the Seaò; attempt to 

outflank each other by getting 

to North Sea coast.

ÅAs they went, each army 

constructed series of 

trenches.

EARLY YEARS 





Å1stBattle of Ypres (ñE-prahò) 

foreshadowed next 3 yrs of 

trench warfare.

ÅBattle halted when Belgians 

deliberately flooded field.

ÅBy Nov., Allies held ground 

& battle ended in heavy rain & 

snow.

EARLY YEARS 



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of Battle1st Ypres

Oct. 14 -

Nov. 22, 

1914

Ypres, 

Belgium

x

164,717 total 80,000 total

ALLIES CENTRAL

Foreshadows how trench warfare will be 

fought (& itôs not good).





View outside trench



City of Ypres after battle


