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Why does Einsteinôs definition 

of insanity (ñdoing the same 

thing over and over again, but 

expecting different resultsò)

perfectly sum up WWI? 
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Å1914 ended with ñChristmas 

Truceòé but still no clear 

winner.

ÅTrench warfare had turned 

into bloody stalemate.

ÅHeavy loss of life for ñlittle 

gainò became norm in 1915.

STALEMATE



ÅBattles in 1915 followed 

same suicidal pattern.

Å1sté Allied attack produced 

moderate gains.

Å2ndé CP counterattack 

caused Allies to lose ground.

Å3rdé Back to deadlock.

STALEMATE



ÅBattle of Neuve Chapelle in 

France in 1915 was perfect 

example of such futility.

ÅFYI: Indian soldiers 

(ñSepoysò) fought for British 

Empire & made up half of 

Allied soldiers at Battle of 

Neuve Chapelle.

STALEMATE



ÅBritish took 1,200+ yds

during 1st major offensive of 

waré but suffered massive 

casualties in process.

ÅSuch heavy losses 

prevented ability to hold off 

German counterattack.

ÅLost all 1,200+ yds.

STALEMATE



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of BattleNeuve Chapelle

Mar. 10 - 13, 

1915

Northern 

France

x

12,592 total 8,500 total

ALLIES CENTRAL

British gain 1,200 yds...

but lose all of it back to Germany.



Indian soldiers at Chapelle
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Indian soldiers at Chapelle



Christ statue at Chapelle



ÅBoth sides desperately tried 

new ways to break stalemate.

ÅDuring 2nd Battle of Ypres, 

Germany used poison gas for 

1st time.

ÅChlorine gas hit 10,000 

Allies; 5,000 killed in 10 min.

STALEMATE



ÅThose who lived were 

temporarily blinded.

ÅGermany, however, put little 

faith in new weapon & was 

unprepared to exploit 

ñsuccessò.

ÅGained NO ground & 

stalemate continued.

STALEMATE



WWI (1914 - 18)

Name of Battle2nd Ypres

Apr. 22 -

May 25, 1915

Ypres, 

Belgium

x

81,248 total 

(5,000 died in 

10 min)

35,000 total

ALLIES CENTRAL

Germany uses gas for 1st time

but unable to exploit gains.



Poison gas being released



Poison gas drifts across field



Soldierôs #1 fear: Gas attack
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ÅOct. 31, 1914: Ottoman 

Empire (Islamic) entered war

& joined CP.

ÅApril 24, 1915: Armenian 

Genocide began (1915-23).

ÅArmenians (Christians) lived 

in OE; subordinate status in 

Islamic society.

STALEMATE





ÅArmenians accused of

acting as spies for Allies; 

concerned they would cause 

rebellion within OE.

ÅNew laws allowed Ottoman 

military & gov to deport 

Armenians; their property 

(businesses, livestock & 

homes) were confiscated.

STALEMATE



ÅArmenians marched to 

concentration camps in 

Syrian Desert; raped along 

way, died from starvation & 

extreme weather conditions, 

wholesale massacres.

Å1.5M Armenians killed (of 

original 2.1M in OE; 71%).

STALEMATE



ÅMore massacres ordered in 

1916 & continued until 1923

(despite Armenian 

independence in 1918).

ÅGenocide ended 2,000 yrs of 

Armenian civilization in OE; 

enabled creation of ñethno-

nationalistò Turkish state.

STALEMATE



ÅNewspapers, like New York 

Times, referred to Ottoman 

actions at time as ñpolicy of 

exterminationò.

ÅRaphael Lemkin, lawyer who 

created term ñgenocideò & its 

legal definition in 1943, was 

influenced by attempted 

extermination of Armenians.

STALEMATE



Armenian Genocide (1915-23)
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Armenian Genocide (1915-23)



ÅApril 24, 2021: Prez Biden 

recognized mass killing & 

deportation of Armenians 

during WWI as ñgenocideò.

ÅIn so doing, Biden righted 

historical wrong; failure by 

past Prezs to recognize these 

crimes as genocide.

STALEMATE



ÅUnderscored U.S. 

commitment to preventing 

future instances of genocide 

& mass atrocities.

ÅTurkey, long-standing & 

important NATO ally, had 

succeeded for awhile in 

deterring D.C. from portraying 

atrocities as such.

STALEMATE



Prez Biden & Armenians


