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ÅWorld War I (1914-18) turned 

U.S. into global power 

(despite not joining conflict 

until 1917).

ÅWhile Europe recovered, 

U.S. prospered; U.S. economy 

grew & expanded.
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ÅDecade after WWI often 

called ñRoaringò Twenties.

ÅLasted from 1920-29.

ÅDespite glamorous sounding 

nickname, not all Americans 

enjoyed rewards of decadeôs

prosperity.
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ÅñRoaringò Twenties were 

flashy on outside (Jazz Age, 

flappers, Prohibition, mass-

consumerism, Golden Age of 

Sports)é but putrid when dig 

beneath surface (anti-

Progressivism, racism, Red 

Scare, anti-immigration, 

organized crime).
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ÅReturning from nightmarish 

war, many Americans wanted 

to enjoy here & now.

ÅSuch ñgreedò resulted in

decrease in desire to continue 

reforms of Progressives, who 

were seen as ñbuzz-killsò.
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ÅAfter passage of 19th Am

(1920), suffragists like Alice 

Paul knew that their work 

wasnôt finished.

ÅWhile women could vote, 

still faced massive 

discrimination.
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Womenôs Suffrage (19th Am)



Å1923: Paul & other members 

of National Womenôs Party 

drafted Equal Rights 

Amendment (ERA).

ÅIf ratified, ERA would 

guarantee equal rights for all 

American citizens regardless 

of gender.
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ÅERA wanted to end legal 

distinctions between men & 

women in matters of divorce, 

property & employment.

ÅBecause of post-WWI anti-

Progressive sentiment during 

1920s, ERA remained dormant 

until 1970s.
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ÅERA reintroduced, approved 

by House on Oct. 12, 1971 & 

by Senate on March 22, 1972.

ÅERA was submitted to states 

for ratification w/ 7-yr 

deadline of March 22, 1979.

ÅApproval comes from state

House, Senate & Governor.
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ÅERA needed 38 states to

ratify it (¾ of 50 states).

ÅOriginal deadline was later 

extended to June 30, 1982.
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ÅERA ratification failed; only 

got 35 of necessary 38 states.

Å2017 & 2018: NV & IL ratified 

it to became states #36 & #37.

ÅJan. 15, 2020: VA #38; legal 

uncertainty due to expired 

deadline & 5 revocations.
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Å2023: U.S. Senate voted 51-

47 to remove deadlineé BUT 

this was 9 votes short of 60

needed to do so.
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ÅJan. 17, 2025: 3 days before 

leaving office, Prez Biden 

declared: ñToday, I affirmed 

the ERA to have cleared all 

the necessary hurdles to be 

added to the U.S. Constitution 

now. The ERA is the law of the 

land now. Itôs the 28th

Amendment.ò 
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ÅWas symbolic gesture that 

has no legal standing since 

deadline passed in 1982.

ÅAlso, Prez has no power 

over Amendments & canôt 

propose, veto, or approve 

them.
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ÅHawaii was 1st state to ratify.

Å1972: 22 states YES (+22).

Å1973: +8 states YES (+30).

Å1974-77: +5 states YES (+35).

Å1979: -5 states revoked YES 

(canôt do that).

Å2017: Nevada Ą 36th.

Å2018: Illinois Ą 37th.

Å2020: Virginia Ą 38th.
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Å1963: Congress passed 

Equal Pay Act, making it 

illegal to pay women less for 

doing same job as men.

Å1960s? 1970s? Took 40-50

yrs AFTER 1920s for Womenôs 

Rights Movement to gain 

traction again. 

ñROARINGò TWENTIES





ÅMassive loss of life (53,402

Americans died & 204,002 

were wounded in WWI) 

coupled w/ 1918 ñSpanish 

Fluò sent U.S. retreating back 

to isolationist policies.

ÅAll things foreign seen as 

BAD.
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Å1918 Flu Pandemic 

nicknamed ñSpanish Fluò.

ÅFeb. 1918 Ą April 1920.

ÅNicknamed because Spanish 

newspapers reported on it & 

NOT because it started there; 

earliest known case was in 

Army barracks in Kansas.
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ÅArmy cook at Camp Funston 

had it; soon 522 men had it.

ÅFunston was major training 

ground for AEF; flu went over 

w/ U.S. soldiers.

ÅReached Western Front by 

April 1918, spread like 

wildfire.  
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ÅSchool districts closed; 

homeschooling in effect.

ÅSporting events & large 

gatherings banned.

ÅMask mandates were 

required; anti-mask protests.

Å675,000 Americans died.
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Å1/3 of world infected w/ 

ñSpanish Fluò.

Å17-50M deaths (some 

estimates put it at 100M); 

India had highest death toll: 

16.7M.

Å1% (low estimate) to 5.4%

(high estimate) of world died.
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ÅBy comparison:

ÅCOVID-19 (a.k.a. 

Coronavirus) killed 7-34M

people (2019-23).

Å0.1% to 0.4% of world died.

Å1,228,289 Americans died 

(highest of any country).
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Police enforced mask-mandates



Stop the spread!



Makeshift hospitals for sick



Graduating classes



1918 Flu Pandemic in media



Pandemic homeschooling



Pandemic homeschooling



ñWear a maské or go to jailò



Masks got ñcreativeòé


