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ÅTeenagers (& much of 

society) of 1920s had grown 

bored w/ amusements of ñold 

daysò(amateur/community 

theater & sleigh rides); these 

soon gave way to new

industries in entertainment.
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Community theater



Sleigh rides



ÅAmericans read mass-

circulation magazines

(crammed full of advertising).

ÅSaturday Evening Post

published weekly from 1897-

1963 (now just 6 times/yr);

Norman Rockwell illustrated 

332 covers from 1916-63.
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Norman Rockwell



The Saturday Evening Post



The Saturday Evening Post



The Saturday Evening Post



The Saturday Evening Post



ÅNew radio networks (NBC & 

CBS) were popular.

Å1926: NBC began broadcast.

Å1927: CBS began.

Å1943: ABC began.

Å1992: ESPN radio began.

Å2001: XM satellite began.

Å2002: Sirius satellite began.

Å2008: Sirius XM merged.
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Radio station ñsound effectsò





Oct. 30, 1938: ñWar of Worldsò



Oct. 30, 1938: ñWar of Worldsò



ÅMotion pictures gained vast 

urban audiences.

Å1927: Al Jolsonôs movie The 

Jazz Singer introduced sound 

(called ñtalkiesò).

ÅPreviously, films were silent 

outside of instruments played 

in theater for sound effects.
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Silent film



Silent film

ľYou better hope the 
3:30 to St. Louis is 
not on time!Ŀ



Silent film



ÅMovie was 

massive hit.

Å$422,000 

($7.7M) to 

make.

ÅGrossed 

$2.6M 

($47.2M).
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The Jazz Singer (1927)



The Jazz Singer (1927)





The Jazz Singer (1927)



ÅUntil ñtalkiesò, Charlie 

Chaplin was king of silent 

films; starred in 93 films (he 

directed 72 of those) & had 

net worth of $100M (or $2.3B).

ÅMost popular character was 

ñThe Trampòw/ toothbrush 

mustache & bamboo cane.
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Charlie Chaplin



Charlie Chaplin



Charlie Chaplinôs ñTrampò



Charlie Chaplinôs ñTrampò



Charlie Chaplinôs ñTrampò


