


Ka- Boom to Bust

DR. HARTNELL

 



AH
Lecture

3.10



Can a country ever return to 

ñnormalcyò?

Lecture 10
(AH 3.10)



ÅAmericans during 1920s

endorsed conservative values 

in politics & economics.

ÅMany wanted to go back to 

how things once were ï

before World War I.

ÅBad news for Progressives.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



Å19th Am ratified 8/18/1920.

ÅOn 11/2/1920, Election of 

1920 held; 1st election in U.S. 

history where women voted. 

ÅVotes of millions of women

contributing factor in victory 

for Warren G. Harding (R).

ñROARINGò POLITICS



Å26M women over 21 (voting 

age at time) eligible to vote.

ÅHowever, 36% of eligible 

women voted (68% of men).

ÅLow turnout was due to 

literacy tests, residency 

requirements, poll taxes & 

belief it was ñinappropriateò.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



ÅDemocratic vote almost 

exactly same vote from 1916; 

Republican vote doubled.

ÅHarding (OH-R) defeated 

James M. Cox (OH-D); both 

VP candidates went on to 

become Prez (Coolidge w/ 

Harding; FDR w/ Cox).
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Election of 1920
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Election of 1920











Popular Vote

Harding: 60.4%

Cox: 34.1%

Electoral Vote

Harding: 404 

Cox: 127

1920

Turnout: 49.2% To Win: 266 EVs

11/2/1920



ÅHarding promised ñreturn to 

normalcyò of pre-WWI days.

ÅWas among most popular 

while in office BUT after died, 

scandals exposed (Teapot 

Dome) & affair w/ secretary

Nan Britton (fathered child; 

DNA confirmed in 2015) 

tarnished legacy.

ñROARINGò POLITICS





ÅHarding & Nan began affair 

in Marion, OH when he was 

OH Senator (1915-1921); 

continued while Prez & up 

until his death in 1923.

Å1927: Nan wrote book about 

affair & named him as father 

of daughter Elizabeth Ann 

(1919-2005).

ñROARINGò POLITICS



ÅBook told of them having 

sex in closet near Prezôs 

office in White House.

ÅHarding had promised to 

support daughter, but after 

death, Hardingôs wife 

(Florence) refused to honor 

obligation.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



Florence & Warren Harding



Nan Britton & Warren Harding



Nan & Elizabeth & The Hardings



ÅNow considered among 

worst (Warren G. ñHardlyò).

ÅHarding saw role of Prez as 

ñceremonialò; avoided issues 

& was very indecisive.

ÅHad some leaders in Cabinet 

that ran fiscal/foreign affairs 

well; others super corrupt.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



ÅAug. 2, 1923: Prez Harding

(age 57) died of heart attack in 

San Fran during trip to coast.

ÅRumors circulated after 

death; wife Florence refused 

autopsy & had body 

embalmed 1 hr after death.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



ÅFormer Harding staffer 

published book (1930) 

claiming Florence poisoned 

Warren after finding out about 

affair w/ Nan.

ÅRumor debunked then & 

now.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



Prez #29

1921 - 1923



ÅVP Calvin Coolidge took 

over after Hardingôs death 3

yrs into office.

ÅSleepiest Prez; slept 11 

hrs/day & took 2-4 hr

afternoon naps.

ÅCoolidge was inaugurated at 

night & went back to bed.

ñROARINGò POLITICS





ÅNicknamed ñSilent Calò.

ÅDuring White House dinner, 

woman sitting next to him 

said: ñI have made a bet that I 

can get more than 2 words 

out of you.ò

ñROARINGò POLITICS



ÅCoolidge 

proceeded w/ 

dinner.

ÅWhen dinner 

ended, he 

leaned over & 

repliedé

ÅñYou lose.ò 

ñROARINGò POLITICS





ÅCoolidge (R) remembered 

for restoring ñintegrityò to 

office as Hardingôs scandals 

came to light.

ÅCoolidge continued

conservative pro-Big 

Business policies of Harding 

& tried to preserve ñfrugalityò 

during era of materialism.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



ÅWas fiscally conservative, 

strong supporter of womenôs 

suffrage & racial equality but 

presented vague opposition 

to Prohibition (1920-1933).

Å1923: Signed Indian 

Citizenship Act into law; 

granted U.S. citizenship to all 

Native Americans.
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Prez Coolidge w/ 1As reps



ÅCoolidge formally given 

name ñWanbl² Tok§heò & 

ceremonial headdress by 

Lakota Nation at Pine Ridge 

Reservation in S. Dakota.

ÅCoolidge was 1st Prez to 

make official visit to 

reservation.

ñROARINGò POLITICS



Prez Wanblí Tokáhe 



Å1923: Coolidge urged 

Congress to pass anti-

lynching bill.

ÅSaid it was public & private 

duty to protect rights of Black 

Americans from such 

ñhideous crimesò.

ÅBill passedé March 7, 2022.
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ÅUsing campaign slogan of 

ñKeep Cool w/ Coolidgeò, 

Coolidge easily won Election 

of 1924 over John Davis (D) & 

Robert M. La Follette 

(Progressive).

ÅElection had lowest voter 

turnouté ever (48.9%).
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P



Popular Vote

Cool: 54.0%

Davis: 28.8%

Follette: 16.6%

Electoral Vote

Cool: 382

Davis: 136

Follette: 13

Turnout: 48.9% To Win: 266 EVs

11/4/1924



ÅOversaw rapid economic 

growth during 1920s that

ñembodied spirit & hopes of 

middle class.ò

ÅBallooning economy proved 

unsustainable & Coolidge did 

little to create ñsafety netsò w/ 

Stock Market that led to Great 

Depression (1929-42).
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ÅCoolidge declined re-

election in 1928 (said he was 

too tired); while vacationing 

in S. Dakota he simply issued 

statement on piece of paper:

ÅñI do not choose to run for 

President in Nineteen Twenty 

Eight.ò

ñROARINGò POLITICS



Prez #30

1923 - 1929


