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ÅProhibition is 

ban on 

manufacture/ 

sale of 

alcohol.

ÅAlcohol 

industry = $2T. 
(Auto: $4.5T; Guns: 

$10B, Humans: $161B)

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



ÅDuring 1700s, England & its 

colonies made efforts to stop 

use of distilled spirits.

ÅBy the 1820s, people in U.S. 

were drinking 7 gals of 

alcohol per person/yr.

ÅEquivalent of 70 twelve oz

bottles of beer. 

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



ñFrom 1stGlass to Graveò



ÅMany Americans saw link 

between drunkenness &

increase in crime, poverty & 

violence.

Å1851: Maine became 1st state 

w/ prohibition law banning 

alcohol.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



ñDeath by Guné or Booze?ò



Å1855: 13 of countryôs31

states had similar laws.

ÅProhibition appeared to be 

working as annual 

consumption rate fell from 7

to 2 gals per person.

ÅFrom 70 to 20 twelve oz. 

bottles of beer. 

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Å1873: ñWomenôs Warò broke 

out across U.S.

ÅThousands of women (w/ 

prayers & songs) marched

from churches to saloons &

demanded they be shut down.

ÅCarrie Nation, however,

woke up & chose violence.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION





Carrie Nation was a radical 

temperance advocate by all 

definitions.Nicknamed ñMother 

Nationò, Carrieôs 1st husband died 

of alcoholism. In response, she 

made clothes & meals for the poor 

and established shelters for the 

wives & children of alcoholics.

She described herself as: ñA 

bulldog running along at the feet of 

Jesus, barking at what He doesnôt 

like.ò Carrie would go on to attack 

30+ saloons w/ rocks & her trusty 

hatchet. She described her acts of 

vandalism as ñhatchetnationò (a 

play on the word ñagitation).

Carrie Nation (1846-1911)



Å1900: Day after X-Mas, Carrie 

took train to Wichita, KS.

ÅChecked into hotel, then 

walked to bar that had just 

opened in town w/ iron rod.

ÅBartender informed her he 

could not serve ñladiesò, 

Nation took bottle of boozeé

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Åé& dropped it at her feet.

ÅDeeming her iron rod 

insufficient for job, she lefté 

returned next morning w/ 

sack full of rocks.

ÅBroke mirror behind bar, 

dented bar top & punctured 

naked lady painting on wall.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



ÅCarrie shouted, ñPeace on 

Earth & good will toward 

men!òat morning-drinking 

crowd.

ÅHer goal was to smash 

illegally-operating saloons 

where men got drunk in plain 

sight & w/o consequence in 

supposedly dry state.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



ÅCarrie was suffragist & in 

favor of Prohibition BIG TIME.

ÅExplained to KS legislature: 

ñA good solid vote is the best 

thing in the world with which 

to smash the saloons. But 

you wouldnôt give me the 

voteé so I had to use a rock.ò

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Carrieôs ñhatchetnationò



Carrieôs ñhatchetnationò



Carrie in political cartoons





ÅTemperance (no alcohol)

Movement emerged to

advocate people moderate or

stop alcohol consumption.

Å1874: Women led this ñmoral 

crusadeò &formed Womanôs 

Christian Temperance Union 

(WCTU); 275,000 strong by 

1911 (including Carrie).

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION





Å1893: Anti-Saloon League of 

America (ASLA) founded in 

Oberlin, OH by evangelical 

Protestant ministers.

Å1909: Moved HQs to 

Westerville because of cityôs

fervent anti-alcohol stanceé 

& because city let them use of 

printing plant.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Westerville, OH (1900)



Westerville, OH (1900)



Westerville, OH (Now)



Westerville, OH (1920s)



Westerville, OH (1930s)



Westerville, OH (1950s)



Westerville, OH (Then & Now)



Å1858: Westerville founded; 

named for Westervelt Family.

Å1859: Town ordinance 

forbade sale of alcohol in 

Westerville.

Å1870s: ñWesterville Whiskey 

Warsò broke out between pro-

& anti-temperance forces.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Å1875 & 1879: Businessman

Henry Corbin opened hotel-

saloon in Westerville (Clymer 

Hotel on State Street).

ÅTownspeople dynamited it 3 

times in 4 yrs; Corbin was 

asleep w/ 3rd bombing & lost 2

teeth when thrown from bed.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Henry Corbin & wife Polly



Corbinôs Saloon



ñThe Westerville Way!ò



Westervilleôs mascot ñSparkyò



Corbinôs Saloon (Then & Now)



ÅAfter 2nd bombing, Corbin 

tried to defend his 

establishment by carrying 

pistol in each hand when 

opened saloon every day.

ÅAfter 3rd bombing, moved to 

Columbus & soldé

Åévegetables.

ñROARINGò PROHIBITION



Corbinôs (after 3rd dynamiting)


