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ÅMay 18, 1896: U.S. SC ruled 

ñseparate but equalòfacilities 

were constitutional in Plessy 

v. Ferguson.

ÅSeparate was never equal, 

but segregation existed for 

next 50 yrs & was basis for 

Jim Crow laws in South.

CRB #5: Separate But Equal



Separate But ñEqualò



Plessy v. Ferguson meets WWE



ÅHomer Adolph Plessy was

born free in 1858/1862/1863 in 

Louisiana.

Å1/8th black (African maternal 

great-grandma); looked white.

ÅPlessy described himself as 

ñseven-eighths Caucasian & 

one-eighth African bloodò.
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ÅPlessy grew up during 

Reconstruction (1865-1877).

ÅHe lived in society where 

black children attended 

integrated schools, black men 

could vote & interracial 

marriage was legal.

ÅWhy did society change?
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ÅAfter U.S. troops were 

removed from South as part 

of Compromise of 1877, many 

of these civil rights were lost.

Å1890: Louisiana passed 

Separate Car Act, which 

required separate railway cars 

for blacks & whites.
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ÅSep. 1891: Group of 18

prominent black & white New 

Orleans residents formed 

Committee of Citizens to 

challenge law.

ÅRaised $3,000 ($105,000

today) to challenge 

segregation in Louisiana.
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ÅGroup contacted attorney & 

civil rights advocate Albion W. 

Tourgée (who was white) to 

help them bring test case to 

determine constitutionality 

of Jim Crow laws.

ÅTest cases designed to 

challenge & set precedent.
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ÅTourgée was Civil War 

veteran & countryôs most 

outspoken white radical on 

ñrace questionò; loudly 

opposed to lynching, 

segregation, white supremacy 

& scientific racism.

ÅWas judge in NC until forced 

from position by KKK.
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ÅTourgée had called for 

resistance to Louisiana law in 

newspaper column.

ÅTourgée told committee to 

find plaintiff w/ ñnot more 

than one-eighth colored 

bloodò& could pass as white.

ÅWhy did he want that?
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ÅTourgée hoped picking 

person of ñambiguous racial 

identityòmight exploit 

Louisiana legislatureôs failure 

to define race.

ÅWould force court to 

consider ñinconclusiveness 

of scientific evidence on 

definitive racial categoriesò.
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ÅIn court, Tourgée later 

argued that somebody of 1/8th

African ancestry may not 

even know to which race they 

belong, so how would railroad 

employees be qualified to 

ñdecide the question of raceò

& determine in which car 

mixed-race person should sit.
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ÅTourgée wanted female 

plaintiff; felt courts might be 

more sympathetic to woman 

being ejected from rail car.

ÅCommittee considered 

before going w/ 1 of its own 

members (musician named 

Dan Desdunes).
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ÅDesdunes was of Creole-

descent (parents were 

refugees from Saint-

Domingue; grandparents from 

Haiti & Cuba).

ÅCommittee next contacted 

railroad companies to inform 

them of groupôs intentions.
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Tourgée & Desdunes



ÅRailroad companies were 

opposed to Separate Car Act 

since it raised costs by 

forcing them to use extra cars 

that might be at 50% capacity 

(but 100% if combined).

ÅSome companies enforced 

law; others didnôt.
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ÅCommittee got Louisville & 

Nashville Railroad Company 

to participate in plan.

ÅOn Feb. 24, 1892, Daniel 

Desdunes purchased 1st class 

ticket on train bound for AL.
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ÅAfter he sat in ñwhites onlyò 

car, conductor stopped train 

& private detective (hired by 

committee) arrested him.

ÅCase dropped in May 1892

after Louisiana State Supreme 

Court ruled Separate Car Act 

didnôt apply to interstate trips.
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ÅCommittee now needed to 

stage another incident on 

train trip within Louisiana.

ÅThey recruited Plessy (local 

shoemaker & friend of 

Desdunesô father) to be next 

plaintiff.
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ÅCommittee contacted East 

Louisiana Railroad (who 

opposed law) & declared their 

intentions to stage act of civil 

disobedience; committee 

hired private detective to 

arrest Plessy & make sure he 

was charged w/ violating Car 

Act & not w/ misdemeanor.
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ÅJune 7, 1892: Plessy bought

1st class ticket on East 

Louisiana Railroad from New 

Orleans to Covington (30-

mile, 2-hour trip, all within 

state border; intrastate).

ÅAs instructed by committee, 

he sat in ñwhites onlyò car.
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ÅWhen conductor (in on it) 

collected Plessyôs ticket, 

Plessy told him he was black; 

conductor told Plessy he 

needed to leave car.

ÅPlessy refused.

ÅNot even WWE couldôve 

scripted this better!
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ÅConductor stopped train, 

went to get authorities; 

returned w/ detective (also in 

on it).

ÅDetective ñforciblyò removed 

Plessy from train.

ÅOoooooooh!!!! When does 

John Cenaôs music drop?
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ÅDetective then arrested 

Plessy & took him to jail.

ÅCommittee paid Plessyôs 

$500 bond ($17,300 today) to 

release him (had to offering 

up committee memberôs 

house as collateral).
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ÅOct. 28, 1892: 

Plessy arraigned 

before Judge 

John H. 

Ferguson in New 

Orleans.

ÅNotice case 

names yet?
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ÅPlessyôs lawyers (Tourg®e & 

James C. Walker) submitted 

plea challenging jurisdiction 

of trial court by claiming that 

Separate Car Act violated 13th

& 14th Ams that provided for 

equal protection under law.
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ÅTourgée & Walker also 

submitted that train officers 

did NOT have authority/duty 

to assign passengers to 

specific cars on basis of race.

ÅDeliberately left out whether 

Plessy was black or white.
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ÅJudge Ferguson denied 

petition.

ÅJudge argued that Louisiana 

had right to regulate railroad 

companies if they operated 

within state boundaries.

ÅTourgée & Walker petitioned 

Louisiana SC to stop trial.
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ÅDec. 1892: Louisiana SC 

ruled 5-0 to uphold 

Fergusonôs ruling.

ÅJan. 1893: Tourgée & Walker 

applied for writ of error

(appeal to have case reviewed 

by higher authority); U.S. 

Supreme Court accepted.
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ÅApril 13, 1896: Tourgée 

argued w/ SC that segregation 

implied blacks inferior & gave 

them 2nd class status; violated 

14thAmôsñEqual Protection 

Clauseòé ñnor shall any state 

deny to any person within its 

jurisdiction the equal 

protection of the laws.ò
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ÅTourg®e used term ñcolor 

blindnessòthat justice should 

be applied w/o considering 

race; used term back when 

serving as judge in NC.

ÅñJustice is pictured blindé 

her daughter, the Law, ought 

at least to be color-blind.ò
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ÅMay 18, 1896: U.S. SC ruled 

7-1 to uphold constitutionality 

of Louisianaôs Jim Crow laws 

concerning train car 

segregation.

ÅSC ruled segregation legal if 

separate facilities for blacks & 

whites were ñequalò.
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ÅConcerning 13th Am:

ÅñThe Thirteenth Amendment 

does no more than ensure 

that black Americans have the 

basic level of legal equality 

needed to abolish slavery.ò
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ÅConcerning 14th Am:

ÅñAlthough the Fourteenth 

Amendment is meant to 

guarantee legal equality of all 

races in America, it is not 

intended to prevent social or 

other types of 

discrimination.ò
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ÅSC noted that racial 

prejudice could not be 

overcome by legislation.

ÅLastly, SC concluded that 

ñhow much black blood 

makes someone blackòwas 

issue of state law & not SCé 

thus, state law determines 

Plessyôs race.
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U.S. Supreme Court (1896)



Separate But ñEqualò



Å1 dissenting vote in 7-1

decision was Justice John 

Marshall Harlan.

ÅHarlan argued segregation 

violated Constitution; said 

Constitution is ñcolor blindò

(used Tourg®eôs term) & does 

not tolerate classes among 

citizens.
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ÅTo Harlan, segregation was 

ñbadge of servitudeòthat 

violated 13th Am & interfered 

w/ freedom of movement for 

blacks & whites.

ÅWarned that segregation 

would lead to hate & distrust 

between races.
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Justice Harlané disagrees



ÅPlessy v. Ferguson became 

legal basis for segregation for 

5+ decades (overturned by 

Brown v. Board in 1954).

ÅPlessy pled guilty to 

attempting to board white 

railroad car & paid $25 fine 

($950 today); died in 1925.
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Plessy marker in New Orleans



ÅJan. 5, 2022: Louisiana Gov. 

John B. Edwards granted 

Plessy posthumous pardon to 

overturn Plessyôs conviction 

for boarding ñwhites onlyò 

train car.
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Gov. Edwards pardons Plessy



Ferguson & (NOT) Plessy



Pinchbacké NOT Plessy

There are no 

pictures of Homer 

Plessy. Photograph 

often misattributed 

as Plessy is actually 

of P.B.S. Pinchback. 

Pinchback was 

Lieutenant Governor 

(R) of Louisiana & 

took over for 35 days 

(1872-73) when Gov 

was impeached.

Pinchback was of 

mixed race ancestry 

(mother enslaved; 

father white planter).



ÅTo protest segregation, 

blacks created national 

organizations like National 

Afro-American League (1890); 

Niagara Movement (1905); 

National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP, 1909) & 

National Urban League (1910).

CRB #5: Separate But Equal



ÅEarly leaders of NAACP 

included writer W.E.B. Du 

Bois & lawyer Thurgood 

Marshall; Marshall became   

1st black SC Justice in 1967.

ÅThey constructed legal 

campaigns against Southern 

segregation.
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Du Bois & Marshall



ÅNAACP scored biggest 

victory w/ Brown v. Board of 

Education of Topeka (1954).

ÅRuling declared separate 

facilities were unequal;

reversed Plessy v. Ferguson 

ruling from 1896.
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ÅLeading up to landmark 

decision, there had been 

several state cases that 

resulted in rulings in favor of 

equally funding all schools 

(white & black)é but none 

mandated racial integration.
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ÅIn Delaware, Virginia, 

Kansas & D.C., more cases 

emerged in early 1950s that 

challenged legality of racially 

segregated schools.

ÅCases consolidated into 1 

single case that became 

Brown v. Board of Education.
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ÅBrown v. Board named after

lead plaintiff in Kansas case, 

Oliver Brown, who filed suit

against Topeka Board of 

Education on behalf of his 

daughter, Linda Brown.
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Oliver & Linda Brown



ÅAt age 7 (3rd grade), Linda

traveled 1 hour & 20 minutes 

to her segregated school 

(Monroe Elementary) for black 

children.

ÅIf bus was on time, dropped 

her off at school half hour 

before school opened.
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ÅHer bus stop was 6 blocks 

from her home (across 

hazardous railroad yard); her 

school 21 blocks from home.

ÅLindaôs white friends 

attended school (Sumner 

Elementary) 7 blocks from her 

home.
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Linda walking BY Sumner





Lindaôs bus ride to Monroe



Linda in front of Monroe



Linda in front of Sumner



ÅOn May 17, 1954: Supreme 

Court overturned Plessy v. 

Ferguson in 9-0 vote.

ÅCourt declared separate 

educational facilities are 

ñinherently unequalò.
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ÅDecision had no immediate 

effect on parties involved.

ÅCourt needed to hear re-

argument to consider HOW to 

implement its decisioné 

especially since 1 yr later 

many all-white schools had 

ignored ruling.
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ÅApril 1955: Court heard 13 

hrs of arguments over 4 days

on how to end segregation in 

public schools.
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ÅMay 31, 1955: SC ordered 

all-white schools to 

desegregate ñwith all 

deliberate speedòin Brown 

vs. Board of Education II (or

Brown II).

ÅSC unwilling to establish 

timeline for integration. 
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ÅSupporters & opponents of 

school integration were 

unhappy w/ phrase ñall 

deliberate speedò.

ÅAmbiguous nature of the 

ruling allowed Southern 

judges to avoid 

desegregation for years.
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U.S. Supreme Court (1954)



ÅFYI: Linda Brown did not 

attend integrated school until 

1955, when she reached 

middle school.

ÅBrown helped launched

modern CRM & led to other 

decisions that struck down all 

forms of discrimination.
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Linda Brown (1943-2018)



Brown v. Board (1954)



Brown v. Board (1954)



Brown v. Board (1954)



Brown v. Board (1954)



Brown v. Board (1954)



Brown v. Board (1954)



ÅSep. 4, 1957: 9 black 

students tried to enroll 

Central HS in Little Rock, 

Arkansas.

ÅGovernor Orval Faubus used

Arkansas National Guard to 

block them from entering 

school.
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ÅSep. 24, 1957: Public outcry 

forced Prez Eisenhower to act 

w/ Executive Order 10730 that 

placed Arkansas National 

Guard under Federal control.
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ÅHours later, Eisenhower sent 

1,000 paratroopers from 101st

Airborne Division to Arkansas

to protectñLittle Rock 9ò & to 

enforce Brown decision.
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ÅSep. 25, 1957: ñLittle Rock 

9ò entered Central w/ guard; 

troops stayed rest of year.

Å3 of 9 graduated from Little 

Rock; rest transferred to 

other schools.
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Gov Faubus & Prez Eisenhower



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957)



Little Rock Nine (1957 & Now)



ÅSep. 15, 1958: Gov. Faubus 

closed all 4 Little Rock public 

high schools for full year 

rather than allow integration.

ÅLeft 3,665 white & black 

students w/o access to 

school.
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Å93% of white & 50% of black 

students used some form of 

alternative schooling; many 

watched classes on TV

(broadcast from classrooms).

ÅNew BOE opened schools 

following yr.

ÅCalled ñThe Lost Yearò.
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ñThe Lost Yearò



Ruby Bridges (1960)



School integration



Prez #34

1953 - 1961



xx

Popular Vote

Ike: 55.2%

Steven: 44.3%

Electoral Vote

Ike: 442 

Steven: 89

Turnout: 63.3% To Win: 266 EVs

11/4/1952


