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ÅBirmingham, AL known for

enforcement of total

segregation in public life.

ÅLocal leaders called in MLK

& SCLC to help desegregate.

ÅñProject Cò was plan.

CRB #13: ñProject Cò



ÅñCò stood for ñconfrontation 

thru nonviolenceò.

ÅStrategy hinged upon 

anticipated reaction of Police 

Chief Theophilus Eugene

ñBullò Connor.

ÅMLK predicted Connor 

would use violence.
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Police Chief ñBullò Connor



ÅSuch response to peaceful 

protest would attract national 

attention to cause.

ÅApril 3, 1963: Connor acted 

as predicted; fire hoses (so 

powerful could separate 

bricks or peel tree bark) &

dogs used on protestors.
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ñProject Cò (1963)
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ñProject Cò (1963)



ÅApril 12, 1963: When MLK 

led marchers back into 

streets on ñGood Fridayò, 

Connor arrested them all (for 

violating injunction against 

protesting).

ÅMLK jailed until released on 

bond on April 20th.
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MLK being arrested



MLK mug shot





ÅDuring this time in jail, MLK 

wrote his famous ñLetter from 

Birmingham Jailòin response 

to statement published in 

local newspaper by 8 white 

AL clergymen who supported 

integration (but opposed 

direct action campaign as 

ñunwise & untimelyò).
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ÅMLKôs letter is powerful 

statement on CRM (almost 

like unofficial ñMission 

Statementò) & cornerstone of 

philosophy of nonviolent 

resistance.

ÅMLK gave 4 steps needed 

for nonviolent campaigns.
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Å1. Collect facts: Determine if 

injustices are present.

Å2. Negotiate: Engage in 

good-faith negotiations w/ 

those in power.
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Å3. Self-purify: Prepare for 

direct action by practicing 

nonviolence, prayer, 

meditation & fasting.

Å4. Take direct action: Use 

your body to present your

case to community.
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ÅMLK countered charge that 

he was ñoutside agitatorò.

ÅMLK believed that people 

have moral responsibility to 

break unjust laws & take 

action rather than waiting for 

justice thru courts.
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ñLetter from Birmingham Jailò

ÅñActually, we who 

engage in nonviolent 

direct action are not 

the creators of tension. 

We merely bring to the 

surface the hidden 

tension that is already 

alive. We bring it out in 

the open, where it can 

be seen and dealt 

with.ò



ñLetter from Birmingham Jailò

ÅñFor years now I have 

heard the word óWait!ô It 

rings in the ear of every 

Negro with piercing 

familiarity. This óWaitô 

has almost always 

meant óNeverô. We must 

come to see, with one of 

our distinguished 

jurists, that ójustice too 

long delayed is justice 

deniedô.ò



ñLetter from Birmingham Jailò

ÅñI have tried to 

make it clear that it is 

wrong to use immoral 

means to attain moral 

ends. But now I must 

affirm that it is just as 

wrong, or even more 

so, to use moral 

means to preserve 

immoral ends.ò



ñLetter from Birmingham Jailò

ÅñInjustice anywhere 

is injustice 

everywhere. Anyone 

who lives inside the 

U.S. can never be 

considered an 

outsider anywhere in 

the country.ò



ÅMay 2-10th: Chess match 

continuesé ñChildrenôs 

Crusadeò(organized at local 

16th Street Church), cameras

broadcasted scenes of police 

using fire hoses, dogs & 

clubsé on 1,000 black 

children (ages 7-18); 959

children arrested.
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ñProject Cò (1963)



Childrenôs Crusade (1963)
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Childrenôs Crusade (1963)



ÅMay 10th: Due to negative 

media coverage & nationwide 

outrage, Birmingham agreed 

to end segregation in 90 days.

ÅExhaustive job for MLK & 

CRM; MLK canôt have ñbadò 

day ïwould harm movement 

(always had to be ñonò).
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ÅJune 11, 1963: Same night 

Prez JFK (D) used troops to 

force Gov Wallace to 

desegregate University of 

Alabama, he addressed 

nation & demanded Congress 

(Dem majority) pass Civil 

Rights Bill.
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JFK addresses nation



JFK addresses nation

ÅñToday we are committed to a 

worldwide struggle to promote 

and protect the rights of all who 

wish to be free. When Americans 

are sent to Vietnam or West 

Berlin, we do not ask for whites 

only. It ought to be possible, 

therefore, for American students 

of any color to attend any public 

institution they select without 

having to be backed up by 

troops. éò



JFK addresses nation

ÅñThe heart of the question is whether all 

Americans are to be afforded equal 

rights and equal opportunities, whether 

we are going to treat our fellow 

Americans as we want to be treated. If an 

American, because his skin is dark, 

cannot eat lunch in a restaurant open to 

the public, if he cannot send his children 

to the best public school available, if he 

cannot vote for the public officials who 

represent him, if, in short, he cannot 

enjoy the full and free life which all of us 

want, then who among us would be 

content to have the color of his skin 

changed and stand in his place? Who 

among us would be content with the 

counsels of patience and delay? éò



JFK addresses nation

ÅñOne hundred years have 

passed since President 

Lincoln freed the slaves, yet 

their heirs, their grandsons, 

are not fully free. They are not 

yet freed from the bonds of 

injustice. They are not yet 

freed from social and 

economic oppression. And 

this nation, for all its hopes 

and all its boasts, will not be 

fully free until all its citizens 

are free. éò



JFK addresses nation

ÅñNext week I shall ask the 

Congress of the United States 

to act, to make a commitment 

it has not fully made in this 

century to the proposition 

that race has no place in 

American life or law. é This is 

one country. It has become 

one country because all the 

people who came here had an 

equal chance to develop their 

talents.ò



ÅJune 11, 1963: Sadly, tragic 

event unfolded just hrs after 

JFKôs speech.

ÅSniper killed Medgar Evers,

black WWII Veteran 

(Normandy) & NAACP Field 

Secretary (since 1954) in own 

driveway in Jackson, MS.
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ÅEvers shot in back w/ bullet 

fired from Eddystone Enfield 

1917 rifle; passed thru heart & 

hit house window.

ÅEvers thrown to ground by 

impact of shot; he got up & 

staggered 30 ft, collapsing 

outside front door.
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ÅHis wife & 3 kids, who were 

up waiting for him (it was 

after midnight when shot rang 

out), found him face down on 

doorstep bleeding to death.

ÅEvers taken to local hospital 

in Jackson; initially refused 

entry because of his race.
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ÅEversô family explained 

who he was; admitted but 

died 50 mins later.

ÅHe was 37.

ÅBuried in Arlington National 

Cemetery w/ full military 

honors before crowd of 

3,000+ people.
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Crime scene at Eversô home



Crime scene at Eversô home



Medgar, Myrlie & children



ÅNAACP Field Secretary was 

highest-ranking position of 

each state chapter.

ÅField Secretary organized 

voter registration, economic 

boycotts & investigated 

crimes against blacks.
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ÅKivie Kaplan (white, Jewish 

man from Boston) served as 

NAACP President from 1966-

1975; Prez from 1940-1966

was Arthur B. Spingarn 

(white, Jewish man from NY). 

ÅPresident handled ñbig 

pictureò ideas of organization.
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NAACP Prez Kaplan



ÅRoy Wilkins (black, from St. 

Louis) served as NAACP 

Executive Secretary (1955-

1963) & Executive Director 

(1964-1977).

ÅExecutive Director handled 

day-to-day operations of 

organization. 

CRB #14: Medgar Evers



NAACP Exec Director Wilkins



Wilkins & Prez LBJ



Kaplan & Wilkins



Mourning Medgar Evers



ÅAfter Evers assassinated, 

5,000+ marched to Funeral 

Home in Jackson; MLK led 

procession.

ÅState police came to protest 

armed w/ riot gear & rifles; 

tensions were high but 

resulted in no violence.
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Mourning Medgar Evers



Remembering Medgar Evers



JFK w/ Evers Family (6/21/63)



Eversô gravesite in Arlington



ÅEvers lived w/ constant 

death threats; large white 

supremacist population & 

KKK present in Jackson.

ÅEvers normally followed 

home by 2 FBI cars & 1 police 

car; no escort night of death.
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ÅReasons for lack of escort 

unspecified by FBI or police.

ÅThere has been speculation 

that many members of police 

(at time) were members of 

KKK.
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ÅJune 21st: KKK member 

Byron De La Beckwith 

arrestedfor Eversô murder but

released after 2 trials (Feb & 

April 1964) resulted in 

deadlocked all-white juries.

ÅBeckwithôs rifle found 24 hrs 

after shooting across street 

from Eversô home in woods.
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ÅMost black people were 

stilldisenfranchised (couldnôt 

vote)by Mississippiôs 

Constitution & voter 

registration practices.

ÅThis meant exclusion from 

juries (taken from pool of 

registered voters).
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ÅMyrlie Evers did not give up 

& waited until new judge 

assigned in county to take 

case against De La Beckwith 

back into courté in 1994.

ÅFYI: Myrlie served as chair 

of NAACPôs Board of 

Directors from 1995-1998.
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ÅDe La Beckwith claimed new 

case violated ñspeedy trialò & 

Double Jeopardy; Mississippi 

SC ruled 4-3 to proceed.

ÅProsecuted w/ new evidence 

(him bragging about doing it 

at KKK rally); Eversô body 

exhumed for autopsy 

(embalmed, good condition).
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ÅFeb. 5, 1994: Beckwith 

convicted (by jury w/ 8 blacks 

& 4 whites) at age 73.

Å1997: Beckwith appealed; 

Mississippi SC upheld ruling 

& U.S. SC declined to hear it.

Å2001: Died in prison (80).
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Byron De La Beckwith



Beckwithôs rifle found 24 hrs after shooting 

across street hidden in wooded area



Beckwith perp walké



Beckwith perp walké



Justice served 3 decades later



ÅAug. 28, 1963: 250,000 

people gathered in DC.

ÅFor 3 hrs, speakers 

demanded passage of JFKôs 

Civil Rights Bill.

ÅMLK gave ñI Have a Dreamò

speech. He said:

CRB #15: March on D.C.



ñI Have a Dreamò (1963)

ñé I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the 

true meaning of its creed: óWe hold these truths to be self-evident: 

that all men are created equal.ô I have a dream that one day on the red 

hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former 

slave-owners will be able to sit down together at a table of 

brotherhood. ... I have a dream that my four children will one day live 

in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but 

by the content of their character. é I have a dream that one day é 

little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little 

white boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers. 

é When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and 

every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed 

up that day when all of Godôs children, black men and white men, 

Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join 

hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, óFree at last! 

Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!ôò





March on Washington (1963)


