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Was Obamaôs election the 

ñculminationò of the CRM?

Lesson 13
(AH 5.13)



ÅRacial problems still existed 

after MLKôs assassination 

(equal opportunity).

ÅñAffirmative Actionò

attempted to address this; 

term 1st used by JFK in 1961, 

continued by LBJ, expanded 

under Nixon.

CRB #23: Affirmative Action



ÅAff Act supports hiring of

minorities/women by setting

quotas & setting aside certain 

number of spots or jobs.

ÅFairness continues to be 

debated w/ opponents calling 

it ñreverse discriminationò.

CRB #23: Affirmative Action



Å1978: Regents of the 

University of CA v. Bakke

addressed Aff Act.

ÅAllan P. Bakke was white

engineer & former Marine

Corps officer who applied for 

medical school at UC Davis 

Medical School.
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ÅAfter being rejected twice 

(1973 & 1974), Bakke brought 

suit in state court challenging 

constitutionality of UC Davisô 

Aff Act program.

ÅUC reserved 16 of 100

admission places for minority

applicants.
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ÅBakke cited evidence that 

his grades & test scores 

surpassed all minority 

students accepted.

ÅBakke said he suffered

ñreverse discriminationò

contrary to Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and 14th Am.
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ÅJune 28, 1978: SC ruled 5-4

that schoolôsuse of strict 

racial quotas was

unconstitutional; ordered 

Bakke enrolled at UC. 
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ÅBUTé SC also ruled race

could be used as one of

criteria in admission process 

for higher education.
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ÅWhen UC refused to pay his 

legal fees, Bakke went to 

court & won $183,089

($705,850) in 1980.

ÅBakke graduated in 1982 (at 

age 42) & went on to career as 

anesthesiologist at Mayo 

Clinic in Rochester, MN.
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Pro-Affirmative Action rally



Pro-Affirmative Action rally



Bakke Protests



Bakke Protests



Bakke Protests



ÅFYI: DEI (Diversity, Equity & 

Inclusion) is broader; tries to 

create inclusive environments 

where all individuals feel 

valued, respected & have 

equal access to opportunities.

ÅOriginated w/ LBJ in 1964; 

increased w/ Biden (2021-25). 
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ÅElection of 2008 poised to 

make history regardless of 

which candidate came out 

winner. 

CRB #24: Election of 2008



ÅRepublicans ran AZ Senator 

John McCain and AK Gov 

Sarah Palin.

ÅMcCain was POW during 

Vietnam War; wartime injuries 

left him unable to raise arms 

above head.
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McCain Palin



ÅDemocrats ran IL Senator 

Barack Obama & DE Senator 

Joe Biden.

ÅObama was 1st-term U.S. 

Senator that would be 5th

youngest Prez (47) if elected.
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Obama Biden



Obama campaign posters



ÅIf McCain-Palin ticket won, 

U.S. would have 1st female VP 

& oldest Prez (72 at time of 

inauguration).

ÅIf Obama-Biden ticket won, 

U.S. would have 1st black 

Prez.
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ÅFYI: Obama wasnôt 1st black 

Prez candidate ever (but was 

1st for major party).

Å1848: Frederick Douglass (R) 

was very 1st black candidate 

to receive bid (1 nominating 

vote); received 1 nominating 

vote again in 1888.
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Å1904: George E. Taylor 

(R/D/I) was Prez nominee for 

National Negro Liberty Party 

that focused on rights of 

formerly enslaved.
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Å1968: Channing E. Phillips 

(D) helped w/ RFKôs Prez bid 

& led D.C. delegation to DNC; 

when RFK was assassinated, 

Phillips received 68 votes, 

making him 1st black person 

to receive votes at major 

partyôs nominating 

convention.
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Douglass, Taylor & Phillips



Å1984: Civil Rights leader 

Jesse Jackson (who held 

dying MLK in 1968) became 

2nd black person to run for 

Prez nationally & 1st to 

run/win in statewide 

primaries/caucuses.

ÅLater served as ñshadowò 

Senator from D.C. (1991-97). 
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ÅWon 5 Dem primaries in 

1984 & 13 in 1988 (finished 

ahead of Al Gore & Biden); 

even received endorsement 

from Orval Faubus (AR Gov & 

ñLittle Rock 9ò).

ÅMichael Dukakis won Dem 

nomination but lost of George 

H.W. Bush.
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ÅJacksonôs success on 

national stage is considered 

precursor to Obamaôs history-

making campaign.
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Democrat Prez Primaries (1988)



MLK (5ô7ò) & Jesse (6ô3ò)



MLK & Jesse



Jackson Campaign



Obama & McCain Campaigns



2008 Presidential Debate



ÅMcCain hosted smaller 

townhall meetings throughout 

country in which attendees 

could question candidate.

ÅObama held rallies that 

attracted massive crowds 

(100,000 at rally in St. Louis) 

in mid-Oct. 2008).
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McCain townhall



Obama rally



ÅWhile many questioned 

Palinôs readiness for VP, she 

proved enormously popular & 

her rallies often drew 10,000+.

ÅRecord 70M Americans 

tuned into her VP debate w/ 

Joe Biden.
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Palin rally



Vice Presidential Debate



ÅCompared to more recent 

campaigns, 2008 Presidential 

race was civil & respectful on 

both sides.
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ÅNov. 4, 2008: W/ highest 

voter turnout in 40 yrs

(61.6%), Obama defeated 

McCain, scoring Demôs 

biggest victory since LBJ in 

1964.
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Election of 2008



xx

Popular Vote

Obama: 52.9%

McCain: 45.7%

Electoral Vote

Obama: 365 

McCain: 173

Turnout: 61.6% To Win: 270 EVs

11/4/2008



Election of 2008



Election of 2008 headlines



ÅMcCain Concession Speech:

ÅñObamaôs success alone commands 

my respect for his ability and 

perseverance. But that he managed to 

do so by inspiring the hopes of so 

many millions of Americans, who had 

once wrongly believed that they had 

little at stake or little influence in the 

election of an American President, is 

something I deeply admire.ò
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ÅObama Victory Speech:

ÅñThis is our momenté to put our 

people back to work and open doors 

of opportunity for our kids; to restore 

prosperity and promote the cause of 

peace; to reclaim the American Dream 

and reaffirm that fundamental truth ï

that out of many, we are one; thaté 

when we are met withé those who tell 

us we canôt, we will respond with that 

timeless creed that sums up the spirit 

of a people: Yes We Can!ò
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Election Night (2008)



ÅJan. 20, 2009: Obama sworn 

in as 44th U.S. Prez.
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Inauguration Day (2009)



Prez Obama



ÅNov. 6, 2012: Obama easily 

re-elected when defeated MA 

Gov. Mitt Romney (R).

ÅVoter turnout was lower 

(58.6%) in Election of 2012.
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Obama & Romney Campaigns



Popular Vote

Obama: 51.1%

Rom: 47.2%

Electoral Vote

Obama: 332 

Rom: 206

Turnout: 58.6% To Win: 270 EVs

11/6/2012



Election Night (2012)



ÅNov. 3, 2020: Kamala Harris

became 1st female, 1st black & 

1st Asian VP when Joe Biden 

(Obamaôs VP) defeated 

incumbent Donald Trump in 

Election of 2020.

ÅJan. 20, 2021: Harris was 

sworn in as U.S. VP.
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Kamala [ , la] Harris



Biden & Harris (2020)



Popular Vote

Biden: 51.3%

Trump: 46.8%

Electoral Vote

Biden: 306 

Trump: 232

Turnout: 66.6% To Win: 270 EVs

11/3/2020



Inauguration Day (2021)





Biden & Harris



ÅFYI: 1st female VP candidate 

of major party was Geraldine 

Ferraro (NY HOR 1979-1985) 

who ran alongside Dem Prez 

candidate Walter Mondale in 

Election of 1984.

ÅNov. 6th: Mondale/Ferraro 

lost to Reagan/Bush.
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Geraldine Ferraro


