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What roles did Kent State & 

Jackson State have in ending 

the Vietnam War?
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Anti-Vietnam protests



Anti-Vietnam propaganda



ÅNixon won 1968 Election w/ 

promises of ending war.

ÅVietnamization was plan to 

turn war effort over to SV.

ÅNixon promised to withdraw 

150,000 soldiers by 1971. 

VIETNAM PROTESTS



Popular Vote

Nixon: 43.4%

Hum: 42.7%

Wallace: 13.5% 

Electoral Vote

Nixon: 301

Hum: 191

Wallace: 46

Turnout: 62.5% To Win: 270 EVs

11/5/1968



Popular Vote

LBJ: 61.1%

Gold: 38.5%

Electoral Vote

LBJ: 486

Gold: 52

Turnout: 62.8% To Win: 270 EVs

11/3/1964



Popular Vote

Nixon: 43.4%

Hum: 42.7%

Wallace: 13.5% 

Electoral Vote

Nixon: 301

Hum: 191

Wallace: 46

Turnout: 62.5% To Win: 270 EVs

11/5/1968



Victorious Nixon (1968)



Nixon & Vietnamization



Nixon meets w/ troops



ÅMajor problem U.S. was 

having in Vietnam was enemy 

could slip in & out of country.

ÅNV also using ñHo Chi Minh 

Trailò that stretched from NV 

down to SV & used series of 

trails, roads in/out of Laos & 

Cambodia (both ñneutralò).

VIETNAM PROTESTS



Ho Chi Minh Trail



ÅMarch 1, 1969: As part of 

Operation Menu, Nixon

approved secret bombings of 

base camps & supply zones 

in Cambodia.

ÅMay 9, 1969: NY Times

revealed operation to public; 

major international protest.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅApril 30, 1970: In televised 

address, Nixon announced 

use of U.S. ground troops in 

Cambodia (approved it 2 days 

earlier) to fight alongside SV 

attacking communist bases.

ÅInvasion of Cambodia was 

tipping point for many.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



Nixon & Cambodia



Nixon & Vietnam



ÅFri., May 1st: Nationwide U.S. 

student anti-war strike saw 

walk-outs from high school & 

college on 900+ campuses.

ÅFuture dates are earmarked 

for strikes & protests 

nationwide.

VIETNAM PROTESTS





ÅMay 4th: Violence at Kent 

State Univ resulted in OH 

National Guard killing 4, 

wounding 9 students during 

anti-war protest.

ÅIn 13 seconds, 28

Guardsmen fired 67 shots.

ÅHow did we get here?!

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅBack to Fri., May 1st during 

nationwide student strikeé

Å500 KSU students & faculty 

organized protest of invasion; 

buried copy of Constitution to 

symbolize its ñmurderò; 2nd

meeting called for noon on 

Mon., May 4th.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅThat night, crowd moved 

into town & broke windows; 

police (in riot gear) dispersed 

crowd w/ tear gas.

ÅSat., May 2nd: Students 

helped clean up; rumors of 

radical activities & threats to 

merchants confirmed fears of 

some townspeople.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅAs result, City of Kent mayor 

called OH Gov Jim Rhodes 

(R) to ask that National Guard 

to be sent to KSUôs campus.

Å8:00pm EST: 1,000+ people 

surrounded wooden barracks 

of Reserve Officer Training 

Corps (ROTC) on campusé & 

set building on fire. 

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅFiremen arrived but forced 

to leave after hoses cut open 

by crowd, fire keeps burning.

Å10:00pm EST: 1,000 National 

Guardsmen arrived to find 

ROTC on fire; forced 1,000+

students & non-students into 

dorms for rest of night.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ROTC barracks



ROTC barracks



ÅW/ campus occupied by 

National Guard, Gov Rhodes 

stated he would obtain ñState 

of Emergencyò declaration 

from courts (but never did); 

KSU officials & Guard now 

assumed Guard in charge of 

campus & all rallies were 

illegal.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅSun., May 3rd: Gov Rhodes 

flies to Kent & holds press 

conference; called 

demonstrators ñthe worst 

type of people that we harbor 

in America.ò

ÅW/ Rhodesô support, KSU 

officials announced theyôre 

banning Mon.ôsplanned rally.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅBy evening, crowd gathered 

on Commons at Victory Bell 

(rung after football victories).

ÅAt 9:00pm EST, Ohio Riot 

Act read (defines ñriotò as 4+

in disorderly conduct w/ 1st

degree misdemeanor charge: 

$1,000 fine & 180 days in jail).

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅCrowd didnôt budge.

ÅTear gas fired; crowd left.

ÅCrowd reassembled in town, 

blocking traffic; believed 

school officials would speak 

to them, but nobody arrived.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅBy 11:00pm EST, crowd 

became hostile; Riot Act read 

(again), tear gas used (again) 

& crowd dispersed.

ÅMon., May 4th: Classes at 

KSU resume as normal; KSU 

officials issued 12,000 flyers 

banning rallies (including 

rally planned for noon).

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅStudents determined to hold 

assembly (even if prohibited); 

700 National Guardsmen on 

campus to stop assembly.

ÅNoon: 3,000+ people 

gathered near Commons (500 

ñcoreò demonstrators,1,000 

supporters, 1,500 spectators); 

most knew rally banned. 

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅOf 700 Guardsmen deployed 

across campus, 96 were at 

Commons (led by 8 officers); 

chants, curses & rocks 

answered order to disperse.

ÅTear gas fired but wind 

rendered it ineffective; some 

canisters thrown back at 

Guard by crowd.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅGuard fixed bayonets & 

moved forward with, forcing 

demonstrators to retreat.

ÅReaching the crest of the hill 

by Taylor Hall, 77 members of 

Guard moved crowd even 

farther to nearby athletic 

practice field.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅWhile pursuing crowd over 

hill to practice field, Guard 

realized it had inadvertently 

boxed itself in (field had chain 

link fence on 3 sides); 

remained there for 10 min.

ÅTear gas traded for more 

rocks from 10-50 ñthrowersò.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅBefore retreating from 

practice field, Guard kneeled 

& aimed weapons; did NOT 

fire (officer fired in air).

ÅGuard retraced its line of 

march w/ students following 

as close as 20 yds (most 60-

75 yds behind Guard).

VIETNAM PROTESTS



Å2:24pm EST: Near top of 

Blanket Hill, Guard did about-

face & 28 of detached 77 fired 

67 shots in 13 secs at 

students following them (& in 

direction of Prentice Hall 

parking lot); some fired in air 

or at ground while others 

fired directly into crowd. 

VIETNAM PROTESTS



Å4 killed, 9 wounded 

(including 1 paralyzed).

ÅAll 13 were KSU students.

ÅDisbelief, fright & attempts 

to save lives gave way to 

anger; 200-300 demonstrators 

gathered nearby but KSU 

faculty convinced them to go.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅKSU ambulance moved thru 

campus & used PA system to 

deliver this message:

ÅñBy order of President 

(Robert) White, the University 

is closed. Students should 

pack their things and leave 

the campus as quickly as 

possible.ò

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅLate that afternoon, the 

county prosecutor obtained 

injunction closing KSU 

indefinitely.

ÅClasses did not resume until 

summer session.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅJeffrey Miller (20), had been 

protesting & was 265 ft from 

troops when shot thru mouth.

ÅDied instantly.

ÅHis body is in famous 

photograph.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



Miller & Mary Ann Vecchio (14)



ÅAllison Krause (19) was at 

protest & 330 ft from troops 

when bullet went thru left arm 

& hit her in chest.

ÅShe died later that day; day 

before commented: ñWhatôs 

wrong with peace? Flowers 

are better than bullets.ò

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅSandra Scheuer (20) was 390 

ft from troops when stray 

bullet pierced jugular.

ÅBled out in 5 mins.

ÅShe was walking to class & 

wasnôt protesting.

VIETNAM PROTESTS



ÅWilliam Schroeder (19) was 

also 390 ft from troops 

walking to class when dove to 

ground after shooting started.

ÅHit in left side of back & died

1 hr later during surgery.

VIETNAM PROTESTS





ÅDean Kahler (20) was 258 ft

from troops & dove on 

ground; bullet went thru lung, 

shattered 3 vertebrae & hit 

spinal cord (paralyzed).

ÅReturned to KSU (ó77) to 

finish his degree & pursued 

career of public service.

VIETNAM PROTESTS









Kent State Massacre



Kent State Massacre
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Kent State Massacre


